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m n hwrw hr nb.f (9 a poor man’s name is pronounced for
his master's sake sy Jile yid ,,9 ", When one is faithful in
allegiance to his sovereign, it is proverbially said that “he is
upon his - i.e. sovereign - water hr mw.f (0D . Lk . When
one is illegally tempted to seize something from another it is
said "it is desirable to his heart c3byw hr ib.f 199 & ke cyla .

In Arabic, the word . "misr” indicates the whole land

of Egypt. However, in the modern Egyptian colloquial this
word is also attached to the capital i.e. Cairo where it is said
"I descend upon Egypt s e Jjsu ", This conception is
shown by Hw - Inpw who, as a native of Wadi al-Natrun to the
west of the Delta, informed his wife saying "ms wi m A3t r
Kmi(19) behold I am going to Egypt i.e. to the capital Ahnas in
Middle Egypt(t19.

(106) Sethe, Les., 20,5-6.

(107) Sethe, Les., 7,2.

(108) Sethe, Les., 18,17.

(109) Sethe, Les., 17,14-15.

(110) This meaning is assured in the following explanatory
sentence "Smt pw irw.n shty pn m @ntyr r Nni-nsw this peasant went
south toward Hnes", Sethe, Les., 18,11-12; M. Lichtheim, op. cit.,
p. 170, note (3).



<

from what is recalled ti him. Such satirical idioms are similarly
said in the modern Egyptian colloquial i.e. 45, ,i a3 blindness
(is) in his face"; "33, i o5 MIdeafness (is) in his ears”;" G o ya
his consience® strays®. Similarly with glorification idioms
attached to kings, courtiers, great officials etc. Sinuhe
described king Sn-Wsrt saying “he is a god nn snw.fQ0D
without peer - lit. there is not his brother « i (2da ; nn ky hpr
hr h3t.f (9 no other comes before him s s 2d. ; prr A3t ht
wd.f (1% going out and coming in are at his command

oods gyl 5,50

The Middle Egyptian sarcastic and symbolic proverbs,
which traditionally diffused in modern Egyptian, are common
to all styles of colloquial speech. On hearing nonsensical
speech, one sarcastically repeats “in p3 pw hn n mdt ddw
rmi1%49 js this the saying people say i did <. ". One
should be accurate when he talks because his tongue is balance
"mh3t pw nyt rmt ns.s(1%) the tongue is men's stand-balance
U= J=0 . The poor is honoured for his master's sake "dm.w

(100) Assuming that the heart ib represents the moral sense of
right and wrong in ancient and modern Egypt, this translation seems
to be more suitable than that of "his heart strays.".

(101) Sethe, Les., 6,8.

(102) Sethe, Les., 6,8-9.

(103) Sethe, Les., 6,10.

(104) This proverb was said by ngmy-nlg when Hw-Inpw
informed him that he was robbed in his nome, Sethe, Les., 20,4-5.

(105) In his ninth petition Hw-Inpw said this proverb to Rasi,
Sethe, Les., 24,11-12.
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soul fainted away®d cual, =y, ,; hm.n.iwim-b3h 09 1 did
not know my self before him s ,.di cus *; hc.i 3dwO6 my
limbs trembled Lwis s "; and "rh.i crh r mwt®D I knew life
after death < yad sy slal i e "O9.

Contrary to what a fair ruler should be Rnsi was unjust
and oppressor. Hw-Inpw described him saying "hr.f spw) r
m33tf ; s}_z'(w) r sdme.f ; th ib(.f) hr sh3y.tw n.f ® his face is
blind to what he sees ; deaf to what he hears; his heart strays

(94) M. Lichheim's translation "my b3 was gone” op. cit., p.
231, agrees with K. Sethe's reading sbi or sbr which means go or
travel, Les. 14, Ann. f. Howver, my this translation depends upon
both the existence of this colloquial saying ° cai, 4, my soul
fainted away” which is still being repeated when one is delightfully
or grievously shocked, and the occurrence of verb sbi with this
determinative “%y® exressing faint or perish R.O. Faulkner, A.
Concise Dictionary., 219. This clearly shows that the Arabs were
quite aware of this meaning when they conveyed this Pharaonic
saying into Arabic.

(95) Sethe, Les., 14,10-11.

(96) Sethe, Les., 14,13,

(97) Sethe, Les., 14,13-14.

(98) This translation appears to be more convenient to the
original text which K. Sethe presented for this sentenceg\gﬁ'a,zk
than that which was given by both A. Erman “I wist not whether I
were alive or dead” op. cit., p. 26, and M. Lichtheim "I did not
know life from death” op. cit., p. 231.

(99) Sethe, Les., 23,20;24,1.
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Calamitous travelling with its dangers and unlucky pros-
pects, is proverbially shown in the modemn Egyptian saying
"what is that which brought me here ta ,ita 0 U ", The
same saying was recited by Sinuhe when he described to the
ruler of Upper Rtnw his distressed travelling saying "n rh.i in
wi r h3st m® I did not know what brought me to this
country”.Sinuhe's saying “rdi.n wi h3st® land gave me to
land” may be proverbially compared with the modern
colloquial "a land carried me to a land ali gl s *®0_ In his
description of the royal preparation which was made on the
occasion of his return, Sinuhe said "s md m iwr s md m smz hr
sbi wi r ch®® ten men came and ten men went to usher me into
the palace”. This same saying is usually repeated in modern
.colloquial when multitudes celebrate variant occasions ® .Ul
iJsy 1oy people are going and coming”. The majority of the
proverbial idioms,with which Sinuhe described the physical
changes which appeared on him when he faced the above
indicted troublous situation, are still being repeated in the
modern Egyptian colloquial e.g. "h31y.i nn tw.fm he.i®» my
heart, was not in my body !, L8 " ; "b3.i sbi(w)® my

(88) Sethe, Les., §,15.

(89) Sethe, Les., 5,4.

(90) Or as it is frequently repeated in colloquial tales 44 AL
4Jaa3 ALy a land carries him - i.e. the traveller - and a land puts him".

(91) Sethe, Les., 14,5-6.

(92) Sethe, Les., 14,13.

(93) SEthe, Les., 14,12.
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metonymically marked with its black fertile soil i.e. Kmz®2
which the Egyptians love "t3-mri the Beloved land"@3. The
strategic locality of Memphis on the apex of the Delta is
significantly shown in its metonymical attribute "the life of
the tow lands cnh t3wy"®4).

Certain Egyptian motional verbs are used to express me-
tonymical abstract senses which are similarly conceived in
Arabic and in modern Egyptian colloquial. Of these verbs,
there are mkh3 turn the back to or ignore®?; 3wy extend the
arm or generously offer®; wsr dry up or be barren (of
women)®? etc.

Another rhetorical characteristic of the Middle Egyptian
prosaic literature, which similarly diffused in the modern Egy-
ptian colloquial, is the common use of significant proverbs
through which "tragic and comic situations are symbolically or
sarcastically depicted.

(82) Wb. V, 126.

(83) Wb. V, 223; this attribute is originally attached to the
fertile black soil which is made by the Nile flood and which was
still being known by the Egyptian villagers - before the building of
the High Dam - as the “Dameerah s y— “.

(84) Whb_ 1, 203,13.

(85) Wb.11,163,7f.;R.0.Faulkner,A.Concise Dictionary., 119.

(86) Wb. 1,5; R.O.Faulkner, Concise Dictionary., 1.

(87) Wb. 1, 374, 18; Faulkner, A. Concise Dictionary.,70.
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and the fraternal perfidy which he had face, are apparent in his
other surname "wrdw b7 the weary - hearted”. The role
played by his eldest son Horus as an avenger of his father and
a protector of his widowed mother is apparent in his metony-
mical attribute "iwn mwr.f79 the pillar of his mother"®). Anu-
bis' care of the dead made him the responsible keeper of the
Netherworld with its secrets hry sst300. The divine uraeus is
metonymically known as "she who is on his-i.e. the Pharaoh -
front imef0%. Human beings are called the "noble cattle cwr
spst"™), The Pharaoh, who is regarded as the unblemished egg
of Imn swhe ikrt nyt Imn”@0_ ought to be acquainted with what
Itn - i.e. the sun- encircles snmt Im"®). The metonymical
attributes, which are attrached to countries, town, seas, etc.,
are significantly chosen by the Egptians. As a land, Egypt is

(75) Wb. 1, 338,7.

(76) Whb. I, 53, 15; A. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, p. 269,
no.l.

(*) Until now the son is commonly regarded as the pillar of
his parents. This understanding is colloquially expressed in the
modern Egyptian proverb "xi. a0 " the son (is) pillar”.

(77) A. Gardiner, op. cit., Sign list, E15-16.

(78) A. Gardiner,op. cit., Sign list, E15-16.

(78) R.O. Faulkner, Concise Dictionary., 19.

(79) Ibid., 39.

(80) Ibid., 31.

(81) The common translation of this idiom is topographically
concerned with the Pharach's acquaintance with the affairs of the
foreign countries surrounding Egypt, Wb. IV, 490.
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justified"®% are mythically attached to the deceased who is
known as "he who is going to his soul hpi n k3.f"©9). His
sarcophagus, which is euphemistically regarded as the "lord of
life nb cnh"®7, ought to be hidden in his burial chamber which
is metonyically called “"the hidden Ans"®®. His tomb, which
represents a "house of Eternity pr (n) nhh"®, is situated in the
"city of Everlasting-or the necropoli:-niwt nyt nhh"(® which,
as a "place of truth szt m3ct"7D, is "possessed - or managed -
by the god hr (t) - mr" 2.

Many of the Egyptian major deities have metonical sur-
names which either depict their fictitious power of creating the
universe and managing its affairs, or symbolically relate the
mythical events dealing with their own existence and the super-
natural power they have. The great fame of Osiris, whom the
Pharaohs are thought to be his inheritors™), has been shown in
his surname "Nb-r-dr the lord of all"¥4. His troublous life

(65) Wb. W, 15,1-7.

(66) R.O. Faulkner, A. Concide Dictionary., 188.

(67) Wb. 11, 228, 13-14.

(68) R. O. Faulkner, A. Concise Dictionary., 201.

(69) R.O.Faulkner, A. Concise Dictionary., 89; Wb. I, 514,2.

(70) Wb. 11, 211,16.

(71) Wb. IV, 6-7.

(72) R.o. Faulkner, A. Concise Dictionary., 204.

(73) Lexikon der Agyptologie, IV, Kol. 625 f.

(74) This attribute of Osiris is implicated in another title
attached to the holy city of Abydos or the “primaeval place of the
Lord of all p3wr spt nyt Nb-r-dr" R.O. Faulkner, A. Concise Dic-
tionary., 87; Wb 1, 230.
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Egyptian, death is metonymically tasted just like any drink (or
food). Sinuhe whose throat burned of thirst, talked to himself
saying "dpt mwt nn®® this is the taste of death”. The West
Imnt - where the dead ought to be buried - mythically
representsthe condemned cell to which the dead are terribly
taken to their last judgement®D. The Pharaohs are mythically
thought to defend people from the dangers of their doom.
Having granted his amnesty Sinuhe thanked king Sn-Wsrt
saying "nhi pw n b3k-im n nb.f Sdw m imnt®? this is the prayer
of this servant for his lord who saves from the West". In
addition, there is a liking for the use of metonymical attributes
qualifying funeral affairs, deities, divine cities and individuals,
personal customs, etc.(” The most conspicuous instance of
attaching such attributes to persons is found in the surname
given to Sinuhe on the occasion of his return to the Egyptian
court. King Sn-Wsrt, who tried to console Sinuhe's troublous
expatriation and fear, comforted him saying “md.tw rn.k sndw
n hsf"® your name is called "Fearful of punishment®.
Epithets like whm cnl “living again®®9, and m3c hrw"

(60) Sethe, Les., 4,17.

(61) T.G.H.James, Ancient Egypt, The Land and its Legacy,
London, 1988, pp. 148 ff.; the dead is also known as imnsi Wh. I,
86.

(62) Sethe, Les., 12,17-18.

(* A few of these attributes occur in the Middle Egyptian
tales investigated in this treatise.

(63) Sethe, Les., 14,19;15,1.

(64) Wb. 1, 341,3.
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wi m drr mwit truly good is the kindness that saves me from
the hand of death"©®),

Assuming that rhetorical resemblance and metaphor are
directly used to clear meanings and expressions, Arabic
metonymy is often employed when there are reasons to hide
such meanings or to express them symbolically. With this
understanding Egyptian rhetoricans of the middle Kingdom
presented their metonymical structures and attributes.

Death played a great part in the secular beliefs and
activities of the ancient Egyptian whose wordly life is meto-
nymically regarded as a significant voyage. The day of his
death is that of his landing. Sinuhe described his last years at
court awaiting his death saying “iw.i hr hst nyt nsw hr(r) ? iwe
hrw n mni®D 1 was in the favor of the king until the day of
landing®® came”. In Arabic,*» as in modem colioquiai

(55) Sethe, Les., 12,34.

(56) This compound preposition g&uis read m-drt, Cf. Wb.
V, 583,2; or m-c Cf A. Gardiner, op. cit.,;,178.

(57) Sethe,Les., 17,8-9.

(58) A. Erman's translation of this sentence (i.e. until the day
of death comes, op. cit., p. 29) depends upon the occurrence of verb
mni with the derterminative of death . However, it is reasonable to
regard the above indicated translation of M. Lichtheim, op. cit., p.
233 note (26), which is based on the original meaning of mni i.e.
mooring or landing Wb. 11, 72.

(59) In the Holy Qur'an, Sura Ill-or Ali Imran-185 (5 s g

VAo LJ ¢ Y e S ), there is "Every soul shall have a taste of death”

IR, B4 KNI ¢
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without being contingent with the above indicated principles of
the rhetorical resemblance. A sentence like "I saw lion"
metaphorically means that I saw a man whose courage and
power are iike those of a lion.  As it has pointed out, the
Pharach is mythically regarded as god whose death is
metaphorically considered a divine ascent to his horizon
3ht.f59 ie. "his tomb" (p. 6). In a reference to Horus - the
falcon god and the heir of Osiris - the corwn prince is
metaphorically regarded as the divine falcon. With this prince
Sn-Wsrt was depicted as "the falcon who flew with his
attendants bik ¢h.f hnc 5m sw.65Y to seek out the bloody events
at court. In a distinguished metaphorical resemblance king Sn-
wsrt, who was talking tc Sinuhe about his wife the queen®?,
depicted her as Sinuhe's heaven that was stiil living in the
palace prosperous pr.k m st m éi} mn.s rwd.s m min®3. As in
Arabic death is metaphorically regarded as a human being
whose grasp fiercely attacks its victims®9. With this
metaphorical resemblance Sinuhe depicted his feelings when he
received the royal amnesty saying "r im nfr w3h-ib nhm(w)

(50) Sethe, Les., 5,12.

(51) Sethe, Les., 3,15.

(52) Inthe royal amnesty which Sinube had received from king
So-Wsrt, Sethe, Les., 10, 12 .

(53) Literally “This your heaven in the palace lives and
prospers to this day”, Sethe, Les., 11,2-3.

(54) In Arzsbic it is always said "grasp of death” < y; or
“hand cf death”.
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his flight as a dream iw mi s.svm rswr¥); or as a foolish
adventure® which happened through a severe pain "hr pw
wnn.s m ht.i mi shpr wert s3yt9 it is the terror which is in my
body like that which caused the fateful flight. In a unique
rhetorical resemblance mi was followed by a significant
proverb which symbolically depicts to what extent the
foreigners#? fear Pharaohs. The ruler of Upper Rtnw who
tried to comfort Sinuhe, asked him saying “wnn irf t3pf mi m-
hma.f ner pf mnh wnnw snd.f ht h3swe mi Shmt rmpt idw® how
then is land witout excellent god, fear of whom was
throughout the lands like ngt of (or in) the year of plague.

Metaphor, with its modern definition, whether in
English® or in Arabic, is very common in the prosaic rhetoric
of hte Middle Kingdom. The Arabic metaphor is mainly
regarded as a special assimilation which is allegorically formed

(45) Sethe, Les., 12,20;13,1.

(*) It was when Sinuhe related to king Sn-Wsrt the events
that happened to him in his fateful escape.

(46) Sethe, Les., 15,34.

(47) It seems more logical to assume that, as a foreigner, the
ruler of Rtnw talked of the fear from king Sn-Wsrt throughout the
foreign land (i.e. h3swr Cf. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, Sign-list,
N25) and among the Egyptians.

(48) Sethe, Les., 6,4-6.

{49) According to the English Concide Oxford Dictionary
Metaphor is an application of name or descriptive term to an object
0 which it is not literally zpiicable (e.g. 2 glaring 2rror), 1968.
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Arabic and Egyptian resemblances, which may be formed
without these prepositions or particles, are rhetorically
presented as metaphorical and metonymical patterns(pp.10-12).

In, a characteristic rhetorical sarcasm, Hw - Inpw
assimilated Rnsi with things that lost its essence. Both m and
mi, which similarly mean "like", introduce many similarities
that grammatically stand as predicate for the pronominal
subject tw referring to Rnsi. Hw - Inpw says mk tw niwt nn hk3
- hwt.s ;mi ht nn wr.s ; midpt nn shry im.s (mi) sm3yt nn
ssmw.“d you are like a town without a mayor; like a troop
without a leader; like a ship without a captain. (like) a
company without a chief. Sometimes the assimilative m is
used to describe noun clauses. When Sinuhe returned to the
residence and entered the royal palace king Sn-Wsrt shouted
for his wife saying “mr s3-nht iw m c3m® behold Sinuhe is
coming as an Asiatic. Such virtual clauses, which often follow
the assimilative particles mi and m, may be directly co-
ordinated to the preceding resemblance structure. Sinuhe assi-
milated his sudden escape across Sinai as a fateful or destined
task. He says "nrh.iinwirh3stm; iwmi shr nr; mi m33
sw idhy m 3bw; sn B3t m 3 sty®. 1did not know what
brought me to this country; it is like a god's will; as if a Delta-
man sees (or finds) himself in Yebu; a march-man in Nubia. In
another persuasive rhetorical resemblance Sinuhe assimilated

(42) Sethe, Les., 24,1-2.
(43) Sethe, Les..15,6.
(44) Sethe, Les., 6,24.
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queen uttering a very great cry wdi.s sbh  3cwri; and the
king's children shrieking altogether msw m diwt w t. In their
drama-tical terror and surprise, they shouted to the king "it is
not really he ! n mgf pw m-m3ct”; and the king replied “it is
really he nif pw m-m3ct”.

The arabic rhetorical resemblance with its familiar
working principles®® has been similarly used in the ancient
Egyptian literary works. In both languages, this rhetorical
resemblance represents a predicable similarity®® between two
persons or things which ought to have a real or a figurative
liking for each other. As in other comparative status, certain
modifiable prepositions and verbs are ideally necessary to the
full form of any rhetorical resemblance. These prepositions
(i.e. the Arabic 4 Ka and the Egyptian Fy, m) are similarly
modified into particles (i.e. ¢S Kaanna and {{mi¢v) which
often mean equal (or similar) to. As it will be seen, certain

(39) Of the existing works of Arabic rhetoric which I have
investigated Dr. B. A. Taban's " elm al-Bian" - or Science of
Rhbetoric - , Cairo, 1967, has proved the most enlightening and
suggestive for the object of this treatise.

(40) Modern English has nothing analogous to this Egyptian
and Arabic rhetorical resemblance. However, English sentence
structure conveying the above indicated Arabic or Egyptian resem-
blance is generally formed by “like® which is grammatically
regarded as a conjunction, C.T. Onions, Modern English Syntax,
London, 1971, 97.

(41) A. Gardiner, op. cit.,% 162,6; ;170
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who would give water at dawn to a goose that will be
slaughtered in the morning®4?

On the other hand, certain tragic and melodramatic situa-
tions are illuminated through what may be defined as a
rhetorical temptable dialogue. Hw - Inpw tempted Rnsi to be
just with him saying "ir m3ct hsy hss hsyw® do justice, O
praised one who is praised by the praised”. Sinuhe realized
that he had terrified the ruler of Upper Rtnw when he infor-
med him that king Sn - wsrz would smite both the Asiatics and
the Sand-farers®®). For that reason Sinuhe urged him to be in
contact with his majesty who will not fail to do good to the
land that will be on his water® - or loyal to him - nn tm.f ir
bw nfr n h3st wnn.ty. fy hr mw. fGD.

Certain dramatic dialogues are depicted in theatrical
speech. Sinuhe's appearance as an Asiatic nomad in the royal
palace, has been theatrically shown®®. The writer, who
dramatically portrayed the horror with which the members of
the royal family appeared when they saw Sinuhe, depicted the

(34) Such a meaning is similarly implied in the colloquial
proverb * s Cud i wiyad 7 it S vain to beat the dead.

(35) Sethe, Les., 22,13-14.

(36) Sethe, Les., 6,19-21.

(®*) The proverbial significance of this saying, which is
commonly used in the modern Egyptian colloquial, is discussed in
p. 24.

(37) Scthe, Les., 7,2.

(38) Sethe, Les., 15,6 ff.
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Sinuhe's shocking state (p. 8) was rhetorically illuminated
through the physical changes that captivated his heart which
either grew faint ib.i 3hd,; or was no longer in his body A3zy.i
nn tw.jfm ht.i?9. In the modern Egyptian colloquial the heart
is abstractly regarded as the human guidable motive. This
meaning has been significantly indicated by Sinuhe when he
said "in.nf wi hr w3t nyr wert” it - i.e. his heart-carried me
away upon the path(s) of wastesG0.

The Peasant's reproach to Dhwry - nar® shows what may
be rhetorically regarded as a sarcastic inquiry. The Peasant
asked Dhwry - nht saying nif grt isf cw3 nb m 13 pn r-dr.fin

‘w3.tw.i m sp3t.6GD he - ie. Rasithe owner of the field in
which Hw-Inpw the Peasant was rcbbed-punishes every robber
in this whole land, shall I be robbed in his domain?. Here
again, this meaning is variably sxpressed through the Egyptian
colloquial proverb ‘leze_a zala' L2, its protector (is) its stealer.
In his fear of the reception awaiting him at court, the high
official®2 despondently and sarcastically talked to the ship-
wrecked sailor inquiring in m rdit mw n 3pd hd-t3 nsft.f dw3¢3

(29) Sethe, Les., S, 14.

(30) Sethe, Les., 5,14-15.

(*) Although M. Lichtheim and others prefere the reading
Nmty - nht, op. cit., 1, p. 170, note 4.

{31) Sethe, Les., 20,34.

{32) This high official ought io0 have been optimist after he
had listened to the tragedy of that shipwrecked sailor.

(33) A. M. Blackman, op. cit., 48,1-2.
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dried up®®. A fictitious exaggeration has been mentioned by
king Snfrw{(**) when he asked his courtiers to fetch him
twenty women, who, despite their well formed bodies, breasts,
and braids, are described as those "who have nct vet given
birth nty n wp.:w.sn(?) m mswr@D,

An idiomatic competence enables the rhetoricians of
these Middle Egyptian tales to recapitulate certain tragic
situations with variant and sufficient idioms. The death of
king Imm - m - h3t has been rhetorically modified by Sinuhe®
as a departure to the horizon wd3w r 3p@®. This time,

(26) Erman's translation of this sentence - i.e. my throat
burned; Die Literatur., Translated by A. M. Blackman, London,
1927, p.17- depends on the other meaning of verb im - i.e. warm or
burn-which is determined by a brazier with flame rising from it Bf ;
And since the verb is plainly defined with the sail 1? , it is
reasonable to accept the above indicated translation which
remarkably agrees with the colloquial proverb * & i, " i.e. my
saliva is dried.

(**) In the first story of the "three Tales of Wonder” (p. 1)
which is marked by M. Lichtheim as "The Boating Party”, op. cit.,
I p. 216 f.

(27) Sethe, Les., 26,22-24.

(*) When he recapitulated to the ruler of Upper Rtnw the
above indicated bloody events which happened in the royal palace
(. 6).

(28) Sinuhe informed the ruler of Upper Rtnw that king shtp-
ib R wd3w r 3ht departed to the horizon, Sethe, Les., 5,11-12.
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news of that plot reached his ears. Having realized the result
of that conspiracy, Sinuhe described the state he was in saying
“psh ib.i ; ss wy.i ; sd3 hr (w) mct.i nbt" @ my heart
fluttered; my arms spread out; a trembling dropped across all
my limbs".

In many cases, such exaggerative idioms are recited in
common sayings the significances of which are still being
realized in modern colloquial proverbs. The verb =5 R I5Sys
c3g, with either determinative § 5 ws clears the way with
which spikes of comn are thrashed, either by foot orbya
handly grasped stick®.  This verb was used by Hw - Inpw
when he described the severe way he was beaten by Dhwry-nht
“che.n t3w.n.f n.fi33ye nyt isr w3d r.f che.n c3g.n.fhr t.fnb
im.s@ then he - i.e. Dhwty - nlt - took a stick of green
tamarisk to him and thrashed all his - i.e. Hw - Inpw - In his
risky escape to Upper Rtnw Sinuhe relates his suffering caused
by want of drink saying: hr.n ibt 3s.n.f wi; nd3 kwi; hh.i
hmw@ then®, thirst, it overtook me; I was parched;my throat

(22) Sethe, Les., 3,19-20.

(23) Wb. 1, 168, 8; A. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, Sign -
list, D40, 56.

(24) Sethe, Les., 20,7-8.

(25) Sethe, Les., 4,16-17.

(*) As a non-enclitic particle ir means "so" or “then", A.
Gardiner, op. cit., %239.
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the farm which was granted to him by ruler of Rtnw(9), and
the shipwrecked sailor’s portray of the boons of the island on
which he was cast”. Sinuhe seems to have simulated when
he said that "the wine of that farm was more than water wr n.f
irp rmw" (9); and "all kinds of fruit were on its trees dkrw nb
hr hew.f"a9.  This latter sentence was expressed by the sailor
who exaggeratively declared _ that "there was nothing that has
not been there - i. e. in that island - nn ner nn st m-hnw.£.Q9).

Exaggerative idioms like cr ascend, shr mount up, hnm
unite, and 3bh merge, are very common in depicting the Pha-
raoh's ascension to heaven after his death, and the way he
blends with his fathers the gods. Meanwhile structures like
hnw m sgr the residence (is) in silence. ibw m gmw the hearts
(are) in grief; rwey wrry hem (w) the two great portals are shut;
snyt m tp hr m3st the courtiers (are) head - on - knee; pct m
im@D patricians (are) in moan, plainly show the rhetorical
exaggeration with which Sinuhe depicted the grievous effect of
the assassination of king Imm - m - h3t on the residence and its
courtiers. With such exaggerative idioms Sinuhe described the
troublesome situations which he had faced since the terrible

(16) Sethe, Les., 7, 6 ff.

(17) A. M. Blackman, Middle-Egyptian Stories, Part I
(Bibliotheca Aegyptiaca, I), Brussels, 1932, 43, 1 ff.

(18) Sethe, Les., 7,8-9.

(19) Sethe, Les., 7,9-10.

(20) A. M. Blackman, op. cit., 43,3.

(21) Sethe, Les., 3,5-7.
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their kings with this divine nature. A characteristic rhetorical
exaggeration appears in Sinuhe's account of king Sen-Wsrt
who - as Sinuhe d 'scribes him - was fated to be the Pharach
with whom Egypt rejoices i wy 3 pn hk3.n.f (9; and the one
who took-inheritance or kingship - since he was in the egg
i.n.f m swhe 0. This exaggeration went beyond all limits of
truth when Sinuhe was given his amnesty. He expressed his
heartfelt thanks to Sen-Wsrt saying : whm snd.k m t3w h3swr
wof.n.k Snne im (2 "may the fear of you resound in lowlands
and highlands, for you have subdued all that the sun encirles".
He adds mi wi m hnw mi m hnw mi wi m st i nk is hbs h3st m
wbn itn n mrt.k (3 "whether I am at the residence, whether I
am in this place, it is you who covers this horizon, the sun
rises at your pleasure”. A characteristic exaggeration is
usually represented by the courtiers and champions when they
describe the gifts and possession which are granted to them by
the Pharaohs(9. Sinuhe unimaginable described the funeral
procession which was planned to be made to him on the
occasion of his return to Egypt by king Sn-Wsrt and his
family(1%. However similar descriptions occur in other variant
occasions like those of Sinuhe's depiction of the splendour of

(10) Sethe, Les., 6,18-19.

(11) Sethe, Les., 6,16-17.

(12) Sethe, Les., 12,16-17.

(13) Sethe, Les., 13,8-18.

(14) A. Gardiner, Egypt of the Pharaohs, Oxford, 1966, pp.
94 ff.; 168 f.

(15) Sethe, Les., 11, 4 ff.
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has been rhetorically depicted as a travelled falsehood which
misleads its way and causes misadventures and sterility to
those who are accompanying it. He declares ir sm grg iw.f
tum.f - nd3.nf m mhnt - ss3.n.f® "when falschood walks it
goes astray - it does not cross in the ferry - it does not
progress"; ir hwd hr.f nn msw.f- nn iw w.fip t3 - ir skd hr.f n
s3h.nf 13 - nmni.n dpwt.fr dmi.s ©- "he who is enriched by
it (i.e. flasehood) has no children - has no heirs on earth - he
who sails with it does not reach land - his boat does not moor
at its landing place. Hw - Inpw's summons to Rnsi's judicial
court has been rhetorically depicted as that of "a thirsty man's
approach to water Asfw n ib n mw @; and an infant's mouth
reaching for milk d3¢ r n hrd n sbnt m iret ®",

As an elocutionary term, exaggeration occurs when a
rhetorical description of person, thing, or situation goes
beyond limits of truth either manificently or despicably. In the
prosaic literature of Middle Egyptian, elocutionary exaggera-
tion is frequently represented through rhetorical accounts or by
using what could be regarded as exaggerative idioms.

Since a very early period the Pharaoh mythically
regarded as the son of Rc and his first born upon the throne of
Geb®. Both the courtiers and the commoners regard and treat

(5) Sethe, Les., 24,13-15.

(6) Sethe, Les., 24,15-18.

(7) Sethe, Les., 25,1-2.

(8) Sethe, Les., 25,2-3.

(9 R. O. Faulkner, The Acient Egyptian Pyramid Texts, I,
Oxford, 1969, I ff.
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With this aim and understanding Eloquence has been
successfully realized by both the writers of these Middle Egyp-
tian stories, and the erudite Egyptians who are concemed with
rhetoric. The writer of the story, of the Eloquent Peasant
presented both Hw-Inpw - the petitioner - and Rnsi® - the
steward who received the complaints of the peasant - as
learned citizens with an advanced experience of eloquence®.
In his first petiion Hw - Inpw, who tries to gain Rnsi’s
compassion and justicé, describes the judical court as a lake -
or sea - into which descends. He saysh 3. kr5nm3ct @
"when you descend to the lake - or sea - of justice”. And
when he realized the failure of his persuasive manner of urging
Rnsi to keep law and justice, yw-lnpwused , in his ninth
petition, what could be a rhetorical admonition hoping to be
treated in a fair way. Rnsi’s oppression towards Hw - Inpw

(*) Proper names are pronounced in their transliteration. The
only exception is that of S3-nht which is presented here with his
famous writing Sinuhe.

(3) Rasi spoke to his king about Hw-Inpw saying "iw gm.n.i
wem nn n shry(w) nfr mdw nwn - m3c 1found one among those
peasants whose speech is truly beautiful” Sethe, Les., (=K. Sethe,
Agyptische Lesestucke zum Gebrauch im akademischen Unterricht-
Textes des mittleren Reichs-, Darmstadt, 1959), S. 22, 1923, 1. The
English translations of the Egyptian texts which are investigated
here are those which are presented either in M. Lichtheim, op. cit.
L, Berkely, 1975, or in A. Erman, The Literature of the Ancient
Egyptians, translated by A. M. Blackman, London, 1927.

(4) Sethe, Les., 22, I.
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ptian modes of speech. It is too easy, for an Arabic speaking
Egyptologist of Egyptian birth, to recognize certain Pharaonic
Auxiliaries and elliptical phrases which are still being used in
the here-called Egyptian-Arabic sentence. Acc-ordingly, many
of these proverbs occurring in these tales are retranslated with
new interpretations.

A literary work ought to be distinguished from other
formal writings or statements. In such a literary work, the
importance of the rhetorical language is due to its being the
presuasive and impressive manner of expressing a writer’s (or
a speaker's) internal happy or pessimitic feelings to his readers
(or listeners). According to the ancient and modern scholars,
who are specially concerned with eloquence, the tremendous
impression of this retorical language on the reader's mind is
mainly estimated by the writer's linguistic and rhetorical
abilities with which he exposes his feelings and the elliptical
changes illustrating the tragic or comic situation of his literary
work.  They also added that a writer's clear vision and
profound understanding of his characters, enables him to reach
the depth of his reader's mind and feeling. In view of this aim
of eloquence, rhetoricians endeavoured to determine the
general bases - or the working principles - through which any
rhetorical language ought to be presented. Eloqutionary terms
like concision, convenience, divisions, implication, and simi-
larity are ideally necessary to all arts of the narrative prose.
The apt use of these trms depends also upon other indispens-
able rhetorical structures which are similarly, metaphorically
or metonymically designed.
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guage of these tales shows, Egyptian scholars had a
considerable acquaintance with the familiar working princi-
ples of the modern rhetoric. On thre other hand, certain
metaphorical and metonymical idioms, which are adopted in
these tales, have corresponding forms in Arabic. If itis
difficult to assume a direct etymological connexion between
Egyptian and Arabic, one cannnot neglect the suggested lingui-
stic affinity relating both tongues to the famiily of the Semitic
languages®. A study of what could be a rhetorical continuity
of certain Pharaonic eloquent expressions and proverbs in the
to-day vernacular of the Egyptians is here presented. This
Egyptian vernacular retains, in its quick spoken from, a
peculiar colloquialism exhibiting, in most cases, the modem
Arabic sentence structure with something of the ancient Egyp-

compositions, Lexikon der Agyptologie,Ill, Kol. 1067 ff. The scar-
city of the literaty works dealing with the Ancient Egyptian
rhetoric, is often ascribed to the assumption that eloquence with its
classical sense - as one of the most distinguished branches of the
Graeco - Roman Knowledge which continued to characterize
European literature until the Middle ages - is not found in the
Ancient Egyptian works of literature, Lexikon der Agyptologie, V,
Kol. 250 ff.

(2) Gardiner, Egyptian Grammer, 3rd edition, London, 1966,
P- 2; T.W. Thacker, The Relationship of the Semitic and Egyptian
Verbal Systems, Oxford, 1954, pp. XXIff.; Abd-el Mohsen Bakir,
An Introduction to the Study of the Egyptian Languane, "A Semitic
Approach®, I, Middle Egyptian, Cairo, 1978, p. I f.



READINGS IN THE RHETORICAL LANGUAGE
OF SOME MIDDLE EGYPTIAN TALES
Dr. Ahmed Abd El-Kader Galal
Faculty of Archaeology
Cairo University

The object of this treatise is to present the main elements
of the ancient Egyptian eloquence as engaged in some Middle
Egyptian tales(™. This aim appears to be useful because of the
scaricity of the literary studies which mainly deal with the
rhetorical characteristics of these tales(M. As the rhetorical lan-

(*) Dealing mainly with the different types of literature (i.e.
the real and the fictitious narration), stories like those of Sinuhe ;
Three Tales of Wonder (or King Kheops and the magician) ; The
Shipwrecked Sailor, are internationally selected. The fourth tale (i.e.
The Eloquent Peasant) represents a particular type of the didactic
literature in the form of a personal accident which is dramatically
narrated with a remarkable eloquence that was never found in other

contemporaneous literary work.

(1) The Ancient Egyptian literature is presented in separate
anthologies including the literary material classified according to
their compositions (i.e.) tales, instructive teachings, hymns, songs,
rhymed prose etc., M. Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature, 3
vols, Berkeley, 1975. Concise analytic treatises were also devoted to
the study of the social and religious significances, side by side with
the political events and the instructive aims of these literary
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