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The Changing Roles of Rural Family: Anthropological
Study in Al-Baha Area

SAEED FALEH AL-GHAMDI
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. The Saudi Arabian society has passed. since more than 25
years, with rapid changes in different aspects of social life. To trace such
changes, is one of the concerns of scholars in diffcrent areas of research. To
be sure. the rural sector, as well as the urban and bedwin sectors, has passed
changes in different ways of life, especially the changing roles in rural fam-
ily. Such changes in family roles, of course, will led to the change of the gen-
eral type of rural life. So the main aim of this study is to trace such change,
i.e. family roles. and its impact on the rural way of life.
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Diffusion of Economic News Story
Through Radio and Interpersonal Channels:
A Study of Adam Region in Saudi Arabia

ABDULRAZAK AL-USMANI
Assistant Professor, Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABsTRACT. This study about the diffusion of economic radio news in a
Saudi village. was aimed to answer four main questions.

First Respondents (N = 200) were asked if they heard a radio news story
about oil prices. All respondents answered yes to the question. Second,
they were asked about the source from which they heard the news either
through radio or interpersonal channels. 28 respondents, 14% said they
heard the news through others, while 154 respondents heard the news di-
rectly from radio which manifests the power of radio in terms of popularity
as a source of information. Yet when it comes to the question of under-
standing the news story through radio or interpersonal channels all respon-
dents who heard the news story from other people understood the content
of the news, while most of those who heard it from radio did not fully under-
stood the news.

Finally, most respondents who heard the news story from radio said they
did not trust radio as a source of information while most of those who heard
the news through interpersonal channels said they did trust their sources.

In short, this study shows that in terms of popularity and ability to diffuse
news, radio has the lead yet understanding news and trust in the sources
seem to be more related to interpersonal channels.
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Islamic Rings in the First and Second Centuries, A.H.

MoHAMMAD FARIS AL-JAMIL
Assistant Professor, Department of History,
Faculty of Arts, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This paper is an attempt to examine the history and usage of
rings (Khawatem) by Muslims during the first and second centuries of Hij-
rah. It focusses on studying rings according to their subject, e.g. inscrip-
tions, drawings, etc.

A special attempt has been made to interpret the meaning and signifi-
cance of such inscriptions. For this purpose, the rings have been divided
into three groups:

1) Simple rings made of silver or iron. usually bearing the name or
nickname of the holder.

2) Rings with inscriptions consisting mainly of an exhortation or a wis-
dom (sagacity), in addition to the name of the holder.

3) Rings with animal or human drawings.
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The Historian Ibn Bassam (1270-1346 A.H.)
His Scholarly Identity and Its Early Roots in the
Light of a New or Overlooked Data

MOHAMMED THENAYAN AL-THENAYAN
Assistant Professor, Department of History,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities,

King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. Abdullah Ibn Mohammed Ibn Bassam played an essential role
in the history-writing of Arabia. He showed, in his early life, a firm sign of
an interest of studying and learning history and literature in general.

In spite of his keen interest in history and literature, most researchers and
scholars, perhaps, it was due to their lacking of information concerning the
early cultural life of Ibn Bassam, have mostly been under the impression
that such interest was merely the offspring of a late stage in his life. Some of
those scholars and researchers, however, go even further to the extent of
claiming that Ibn Bassam’s participation in the writing of history was simply
aresult of his relation and contact with the contemporary historian Ibn Isa.

This study is an attempt to prove that such attitude is entirely incorrect.
Our conclusion is built upon several factors among which are the over-
looked statements of the English traveller Charles Doughty, supported at
the same time, by some other original sources.

In the light of the above mentioned resources, this study will trace Ibn
Bassam'’s early cultural life in a way as to prove his status as being an emi-
nent scholar and historian.
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The Geographic Zones of Maximum and Minimum
Temperature in Saudi Arabia: An Application of Cluster
Analysis “Ward’s Minimum Variance”

MoHAMMAD A. ALJERASH
Associate Professor, Department of Geography,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This study aims at unveiling the spatial dimensions that engulf
the localities that shares similar values of maximum and minimum temper-
ature. This has been accomplished through the analysis of a temperature
data matrix. The size of the matrix was 4992 readings representing eight var-
iables on fifty-two climatic stations through twelve months. 1t has been pos-
sible to identify ten geographic zones for surface temperature in Saudi
Arabia through the application of cluster analysis “Ward’s Minimum Var-
iance™ adopting Euclidean distance as a base for similarity matrix. The
method is part of the statistical package known as SAS and available for ap-
plication at the computer center of the King Abdulaziz University.
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The Early Development of the Legal Movement in Egypt.
Rise and Evolution

HumaipaN ABDULLAH AL-HUMAIDAN
Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Education, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This article deals with the following topics:

1. The establishment of the Legal Movement in Egypt by the compan-
ions, and its further development by their students during the period of the
Tabi *in.

2. A study of the famous jurists in Egypt during this period, the way in
which they acquired their knowledge, and their role in The Islamic Legal
System, as well as their contribution to Islamic Legal thinking well be dis-
cussed.
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Mohammad Bin Salih Al-Alawi, His Life and Study
of His Poetry

ABDUL MOHSIN FARRAJ AL-QAHTANI
Assistant Professor, Arabic Language Department,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities,

King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. The poct Mohammad bin-Salih Al-Alawi (d.252 ?H/255 7H)
was one of the obscure poets whose life experienced several social events
which were naturally reflected on his poetry.

Al-Alawi was recognized only by a small number of the scholars and his-
torians of his day. Most of his work that we know of was the product of a fif-
teen years period during which he was giving homage to the Caliph Al-
Mutawakil and some of the leading and notable figures of his time such as
Ibrahim bin-Almudabir (d. 279 H.). and Sa’d bin-Humaid, (d. 250 H).

Al-Alawi’s poetry was so effective that it played a vital role in soothing
and easing the pain of the poet’s imprisonment. It was so effective on the
Caliph, who, upon, hearing an eulogistic poem in which Al-Alawi praised
and esteemed him highly that the Caliph granted him full pardon. After his
release, the poet produced a number of eulogies commending the Caliph.

Still unknown, Al-Alawi's poetry was recognized only by specialists and
pertinent groups in the field. Thus, it is clear now that neither the scholars
nor the historians had taken the pains in exploring the poet's history of the
authentic artists resources for a fair study of his poetry.

This paper is an attempt to explore the poet’s life focusing, in the mean-
time, in particular on his canon of poetry, which is referred to in this study,
with the purpose of presenting an assessment and a reevaluation of his
poetry.

The previous studies used to pursue the script following different
methods as they sometimes applied the ditheism or the historical
background in analyzing the script, or some other times the examination of
the script, or some other times the examination of the script under study was
relying solely on the text with the intention of extracting new ideas which
may enrich the script itself. Such ideas may not be taken enthusiastically by
many readers but definitely, they could have the power of raising big ques-
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tion marks as well as the possibility of paving the way for new scopes for the
serious scholars to tackle.

Finally. the paper examined the metrical rhythm and matiris in cach
script. Furthermore, such task did not investigate the rhyme and rhythm
only, but it had also to examine the vocal syllabic differences as well as word
selection (WORDING). Also, neither the poctic license and its effect on
the script, nor the choice of the rhyming letter (RAWIYY) were disre-
garded in this study.
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Some Reflections on The World Class “Noun” in a
Dialect of Contemporary Arabic

EL-RasHiD ABUBAKER MUSTAFA
Associate Professor (Linguistics), Department of European
Languages & Literature, Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. Arabic words which are traditionally assigned to the noun class
are better treated as adjectives. Though the argument is mainly syntactic,
this treatment will also simplify the morphological description of the lan-
guage. No advantage gained by the old treatment is lost if this suggestion is
accepted. These claims which are made with respect to the spoken Arabic of
the Sudan, can in my opinion, be generalized to apply to other dialects of
Arabic as well as to the Modern Standard Arabic.

From the modest knowledge I have of other Arabic dialects, and the little reflection
I made on them with respect to the subject of the article, I believe that the views ex-
pressed are, to a large extent, applicable to them. I also believe that (with some mod-
ification of the argument) they are equally applicable to Modern Standard Arabic.
But, as many adjustments of presentation will have to be made in order to make the
claims accommodateable by other forms of Arabic, I will restrict myself to the spo-
ken Arabic of the Sudan, the dialect to which the title of the articles refers. As a mat-
ter of fact, the word “Arabic” will be used as a variant of “spoken Sudanese Arabic”
and, beyond the vague contentions made above, no reference will be made to other
forms of Arabic.

1. Gender

My starting point is the examination of the category of gender in Arabic adjectives.
In the singular they seem to fall in the following pairs:
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1. /kabi:r/ = big(masc.) /kabi:r-a/ = big (fem.)

2. [aziiz/ = dear(masc.) [azi:z-a/ = dear (fem.)
3. /ta’ba:n/ = tired (masc.) /ta’ba:n-a/ = tired (fem.)
4. /saxi:f/ = unpleasant(masc.) /saxi:f-a/ = unpleasant (fem.)

In each case they differ in that the feminine form of the adjective has a vowel /a/
suffixed to an identical masculine form'. I will refer to this morphological phenome-
non, where one adjective is predictable from the shape of the other, as formal mark-
ing.

In the plural, whereas in the majority of cases, classical Arabic had two distinct
forms for masculine and feminine, in the dialect the distinction is syncretisized; the
masculine plural form being used for both genders (with, at times, a feminine form
used in free variation), thus:

1. P2awla:d Xuta:r/ = clever boys
2. /bana:t guga:r = clever girls, and, at times,
/bana:t Yatra:t/, with a feminine form of the adjective as a variation.

With very few exceptions, adjectives agree with the nouns they modify in gender
(and number). Where grammatical gender is correlated with sex, as in the case of
animate nouns, the adjectival form is a definite morphological clue to the sex of the
noun, at least in the singular where a feminine adjective follows nouns designating
female creatures and a masculine adjective follows nouns designating male crea-
tures, e.g.: —

1 ./?ihsa:n tayib/ = lhsan (masc.) is kind.
2. /?ihsa:n tayb-a/ = lhsan (fem.) is kind.
(?ihsa:n is a proper name used for both sexes)

When we move from adjectives to nouns we find that the category has to be
examined from two points of view. Nouns can be classified either according to their
gender concord, that is, the way they display the different terms of the category, with
accompanying demonstratives, verbs and adjectives, or they can be classified with
respect to the formal marking of gender mentioned above. Looking at concord, we
discover that there is a sharp distinction drawn between animate nouns on the one
hand and inanimate nouns on the other. Starting with inanimate nouns, in order to
dismiss them, the position seems to be as follows:

Whereas in the singular a noun can have either masculine or feminine concord, all
plural inanimate nouns have singular feminine concord. Both the nouns /kita:b/ =
book and /’ilba/ = tin, which are masculine and feminine respectively have plurals
which occur with singular feminine concord. This is shown by both the form of the
demonstrative and the following adjective as in:

1. /di kutub jadi:da/ = This (sing. fem.) books (are)
new, (sing. fem.)
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2. /di ’ilab jadi:da/ = This (sing. fem.) tins (are
new  (sing. fem.)?

Animate nouns, on the other hand, form a distinct group with respect to their gen-
der concord; a masculine singular noun has masculine singular concord, a feminine
singular noun has feminine singular concord and a plural noun has plural concord.
They differ, constituting two classes, with regard to the formal marking of the categ-
ory mentioned above. Some nouns which designate sex-pairs are not formally
marked for gender as, unlike the case of adjectives mentioned above, there is no
morphological relation between a masculine noun and its corresponding feminine.
Semantics apart, the only way of ascertaining the gender of a noun is by observing its
concord with demonstratives, adjectives and verbs. Examples of this type of sex-
pairs.

1. /ra:jil/ = man /mara/ = woman
2. /walad/ = boy /bint/ = girl
3. /?asad/ = lion Nlabwa/ = lioness
4. /di:k/ = cock /jida:da/ = hen
5. to:xr/ = bull /bagara/ = cow
6. /te:s/ = hegoat /ganama:ya/ = she goat.

Note: the domestic animals “cat” and “dog” seem to be an exception as all four
forms /kalib/, /kalb-a/, /kadi:s/, and /kadi:s-a/, are heard. I feel that in each case only
one form is the unmarked form used in general situations with indifference to sex.
The other form is sometimes “coined” by analogy with adjectives for use in
specialized contexts. Thus one would expect to hear /?alkalib ma:t/ = the dog died,
with no interest in sex. The feminine form is only encountered in such contexts as /
?al-kalb:a wildat/ = the bitch gave birth, or in contrastive questions /wildat kalib
wala kalb-a/ = did she gave birth to a dog or a bitch? With cats the feminine /kadis:-a/
seems to be the unmarked form.

II. A Particular Class of “Nouns”

The set in the class of words which I will consider in this section has traditionally
been assigned to the noun class. It is constituted of words which are also animate,
but, unlike the class of animate nouns discussed above, the words of this class are for-
mally marked for the category of gender. The masculine and feminine pairs of this
class differ in that the latter has a vowel /a/ suffixed to an identical masculine form. In
this they are morphologically like adjectives.

The membership of this class is large and I will start by listing instances of the types
of nouns included in it and then give a general definition of the class as a whole. In-
stances of nouns falling within the class are the following:

1. Words denoting various professions (with the term profession used in a wide
sense) e.g.:

i. /sawwa:g/ = maledriver /sawwa:g-a/ female driver
ii. /malik/ = king /malik-a/ = queen
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iii. /fanna:n/ = male artist /fanna:n-a/ = female artist

2. Words denoting nationalities, e.g.:

i. /?ingli:zi/ = English (male) /?ingli:zi-yya/ = English (female)
ii. /libna:ni/ = Lebanese (male) /libna:ni-yya/ = Lebanese (female)?

3. Words denoting membership of religious or social organizations, e.g.:

i. /i¥tira:ki/= socialist (male) /?igtira:ki-yya/ = socialist (female)
ii. /masi:hi/ = Christian (male) /masi:hi-yya/ = Christian (female)

4. Some active and passive participles, e.g.:

i. /sathir/ = enchanter (male) /sa:hir-a/ = enchanter (female)
ii. /mashu:r/ = enchanted (male) /mashu:r-a/ = enchanted (female)

5. Other miscellaneous words of the type:

female member
female friend.

i. /'udu/ = male member /’udu-a/
ii. /sa:hib/ = male friend /sa:hib-a/

The list is by no means exhaustive, that is why a definition of the class is in order.
The words belonging to the class can simply be defined by saying that they fall into
sex-pairs, and that for every form /X/ designating a male creature and masculine in
grammatical gender, there is a corresponding form /X/ + the vowel /a/ designating
the semantic female of the creature and feminine in grammatical gender. The seman-
tic provision in the definition is deliberate and necessary because the presence/ab-
sence of a final vowel /a/ can be the marker of other relations. These relations have
nothing to do with gender and can, as a matter of fact, be deceptive in this respect.
For example such pairs of nouns as:

1. /darb/ = hitting or striking /darb-a/ = ablow
2. /dihik/ = laughter /dahk-a/ = alaugh

are also distinguished by the presence/absence of a final vowel /a/. But the relation
here has nothing to do with gender. This relation has been correctly described as a re-
lation between an action or a state on the one hand, and a particular instance of the
action or the state on the other (Erwin 1963:164). A similar, but not identical relation
is found in the pairs:

1. /xa¥ab/ = wood /xa¥ab-a/ apiece of wood
2. lbe:d/ = eggs /be:d-a/ = an(one)egg.

Here again the relation has nothing to do with gender, and was correctly described
as a relation between a collective noun and an individual member of the collective
(Erwin 1963:166).

Both types of nouns can be deceptive with regard to their gender marking, because
it happens that the form without the vowel has masculine concord and the form with
the vowel has feminine concord. Thus the appearance of the vowel can (wrongly) be
taken as a marker of gender difference on a par with its function in such forms as:
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1. fa:tir/ = clever (masc.) a:tr-a/ clever (fem.)
2. /mudarris/ = teacher (masc.) /mudarris-a/ = teacher (fem.)

But there are clearly two types of relations here. There is a distributional relation

holding between (1 and 2) above in the sense that the relation of /fa:tir/ to /fa:tr-a/ is
the same as the relation of /mudarris/ to /mudarris-a/. The relation of either of them
with any of the pairs:

3. /xa¥ab/ = wood /xafab-a/ = a piece of wood
4. /dihik/ = laughter /dahk-a/ = alaugh

is merely a trivial compositional relation. The'two relations shouldn’t be confused?.
Again the pairs (3 & 4) and their types are not an exception to our statement of the
category of gender in inanimate nouns, because they do not have a singular/plural

relation. The plural of /xa¥abal is /xa¥aba:t/ and the plural of /dahka/ is /dahka:t/.
Both, like other inanimate plurals, have feminine singular concord.

Returning to the class of words under consideration, my suggestion is that the
words constituting it, which have traditionally been assigned to the noun class,
should be treated as adjectives. The reasons I will give in support of the proposal are
syntactic, though the proposed treatment will simplify the description of the mor-
phology of the language in a way to which I will attend presently.

III. The Morphological Implications

The treatment of the words as adjectives will have the following implications on
the statement of the morphology of the language:

1. Once the words are taken out of the noun class, it will follow that the formal
marking of gender is exclusively a property of adjectives (I am opposing adjectives to
nouns and have no interest in other word classes e.g. verbs).

2. The formal marker of gender in almost all adjectives is the presence/absence of
a final vowel /a/.

3. Something has to be said about the appearance of the vowel with such feminine
nouns as /mara/ = woman and /labwa/ = lioness. Clearly the vowel cannot have the

same grammatical status which it has in the forms a:tr-a/ and /mudarris-a/. In these
latter cases the presence of the vowel contrasts with its absence in the corresponding

/¥a:tir/ and /mudarris/. On the former cases there are no forms */mar/ or */labw/ to
bring about the contrast. That is why it is a marker in one case but not in the other.
Marking is best defined by opposition.

4. Suppose we treat the appearance of the vowel in the nouns of the sort cited
above as an indicator rather than a marker of gender. In this case we will have to
admit a large number of exceptions to what it indicates as, contrary to the general be-
lief, many female proper names (/su’a:d, hind, haram/) etc., do not have the vowel,
and, conversely, many male ones (/hamza, talha, taha, etc./) have a final /a/.
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5. The treatment of the words as adjectives will have consequences on the state-
ment of the other grammatical category: the category of number, for which I will de-
vote a later section.

IV. The Theoretical Justification

It might be asked: why is the issue of any importance? Does it matter if the words
were treated as either nouns or adjectives? As a matter of fact, within traditional
grammars, the issue loses a lot of its significance, as traditional grammar does not
draw a sharp distinction between nouns and adjectives, both classes being sharply
distinguished from verbs. Furthermore, the criteria which are used in assigning
words to the different classes are criteria of case and inflection.

But, of course, this is not the only way of looking at the relations among the parts
of speech. There is, for example, the point of view advanced by John Lyons (and
others) presented in Lyons (1966). Professor Lyons, in complete departure from
most traditional outlooks claims that, from the syntactic point of view, verbs and ad-
jectives are related in a number of ways, and that both classes should be sharply con-
trasted with nouns. He states (page 211):

“... the primary categorical notions of general grammatical theory are those of
‘noun’, ‘predicator’ and ‘sentence’ and that ‘verb’, ‘adjective’ and ‘adverb’ (un-
like nouns) should not be regarded as substantive universals of grammatical
theory, but as complex cover terms to be employed in the description of particu-
lar languages”.

And (page 212):

... What may be constant and universal is the distinction between nouns on the
one hand and predicators (which combine with one or more nouns) on the
other...”

This way of looking at the relations among the parts of speech puts the problem of
whether to assign the words to the noun or the adjective class into sharp focus. In the
traditional outlook which relates nouns and adjectives (and treats the latter as a sub-
class of the former) it is not very crucial to which of the two classes a particular group
of words is assigned. But if we adopt Lyons’, or a similar point of view, which, at a
high level of abstraction, segregates — the class noun from all others and associates
the grammatical function subject exclusively with it, then it is important to decide
whether a particular class of words is a noun or not.

V. The Syntactic Evidence

To show how these words differ in their syntactic behaviour from nouns, I am
going to introduce the concept of pseudo-predication. This concept I will associate
with nominals when they occur as predicators of sentences in cases like:

1. /‘ali waladak/ = Ali (is) your son.
2. /al-7imtiha:n ma’adna/ = The examination is our date.

Pseudo-predicators are opposed to the true predicators: Verbs, adjectives, and pre-
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positional phrases which are encountered in most sentences. Now, the syntactic be-
haviour of true predicators differs from that of pseudo-predicators in a number of
significant ways. There is, for example, a transformation, of a great degree of gener-
ality which (subject to certain restrictions) converts sentences of the forms:

1. /?al-walad darab ?uxtu/ = The boy hit his sister.
2. /bittu ‘ayya:na/ His daughter (is) ill.
3. /?al-kita:b fi ?al-duruj/ = The book (is) in the drawer.

where the predicators are a verb phrase, an adjective, and a prepositional phrase re-
spectively, into the relativized noun phrases:

1. /?al-walad ?al-darab ?uxtu.../ = The boy (who) hit his sister ...
2. /bittu ?al-‘ayya:na.../ His daughter (who) isill...
3. /?al-kita:b ?al-fi ?al-duruj.../ = The book (which) is in the drawer...

Il

One important restriction on the relativizing transformation is that it is not applic-
able to pseudo-predicators, */?al-?imtihan al-ma’adna/ (which would have been de-
rived from/?al-?imtiha:n ma’a:adna/ =the examination is our date), does not occur.
When the predicator is one of the words from the class under discussion the transfor-
mation applies as naturally as it does in the cases above:

/waladu naja:r/ = hisson (is)a /waladu ?al-naja:r/ = hisson(whois)a
carpenter carpenter

fja:rna ?ingli:zi/ = ourneighbor(is) /Ja:rna ?al-?ingli:zi/ = ourneighbour
English (whois) English...

To assign the words to the noun class would have complicated the statement of this
simple and general transformation. We would have had to recognize two categories
of nouns in this regard: a category which, like adjectives and other true predicators,
partakes in the relative transformation and another category which is excluded from
the domain of the transformation. By assigning the words to the adjective class the
simplicity of the relativizing transformation is kept intact in the sense that it is now
applicable to all sentences with non-nominal predicates.

There is another equally general transformation which converts sentences of the
type:
1. /?ana ma¥e:t ?al-su:g/

I went (to) the market.

I

2. rali ma¥a ?al-su:g/ Ali went (to) the market.

to the emphatic forms:

1. /7ana ?al-ma¥e:t ?al-su:g/ It was I who went to the market.
2. /ali huwwa ?al-mafa ?al-su:g/ = It was Ali who went to the market.

As in the case of the relative transformation the emphatic transformation does not
apply when the predicate of the sentence is a noun:
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*/ali ?al-waladak/ (which would have been derived from /’ali waladak/ = Ali is
your son), being ungrammatical.

The transformation does apply when the predicate is one of the words from the class
under discussion, for example, both:

/waladu huwwa ?al-naja:r/ = It is his son who is the carpenter.
fja:rna huwwa ?al-?ingli:zi = Itis our neighbour who is English.

are fully grammatical. The assignment of the words to the adjective class will, in a
manner similar to that of the relativizing transformation, simplify the statement of
the rules of emphasis.

But the question can be asked: why should the assignment of words to the different
classes be motivated by the simplification of the transformational rules of the gram-
mar? And the answer to this question is that, it can be done if it is not at the cost of
something else. The aim is a complete description of the language and a solution to a
problem, provided it is not ad hoc or arbitrary, can be supported by its relevance to
the simplification of other areas of the description.

Faced with the' question why an English sentence like “the man hit the ball” should
be analysed, as traditionally, into a subject constituent “the man” and a predicate
verb phrase “hit the ball”, R.B. Lees cites the motivation of the simplicity of the rules
of conjunction under this, as opposed to any other, alternative, analysis. He states
(Lees 1966: XXXV):

“... to formulate perspicuously the general rule of conjunction in English, which
permits the construction of a conjoined sentence from two similar underlying
sentences containing different instances of the same constituent, we may con-
strue predicates as constituents as in:

The man hit the ball

The iiian saw: the: free } = the man hit the ball and saw the tree,

we may construe the subject as a constituent as in

The man hit the ball }

The boy hit the ball = the man and the boy hit the ball,

and we may construe the object nominal as a constituent, as in:

The man hit the ball

The man hit the tree }= the man hit the ball and the tree,

but we may not construe the subject nominal plus verb as a constituent of the sen-
tence as in:

The man hit the ball ;
The boy saw the ball } = *The man hit and the boy saw the ball.”

After which he concludes:

“... it is most important to see that we are not simply selecting arbitrarily one
among many pos§|ble ways of splitting up sentences, ... but rather we choose the
underlying constituent structure of a sentence in such a way that many funda-
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mental syntactic rules (only one of which is that of conjunction) are formulable in
a general and perspicuous form.”

The case under consideration suggests that the assignment of words to the parts of
speech, like the division of sentences into immediate constituents, can be relevant to
the simplification of the transformational rules of the grammar. It is also intuitively
more satisfying. The fact that sentences with predicate nouns do not partake in the
relativizing and the emphatic transformations can be taken as evidence of the
pseudo-predicate nature of nominals in comparison with the “true” predicators:
verbs, adjectives, and prepositional phrases. The words in question, no doubt, be-
long to the class of “true” predicators.

VI. Number

I'have suggested above that once these words are treated as adjectives, some pow-
erful generalizations can be made about the morphology of the language. In particu-
lar, the marking of gender by the presence/absence of a final vowel /a/ can now be
looked upon as an exclusive property of adjectives. Other generalizations can be
made with regard to the category of number.

Traditional grammar recognizes two main types of plurals in Arabic. As a transla-
tion of the traditional labels given to them I will adopt the terms “intact” and “bro-
ken” plurals. A closer examination will reveal that the terms “intact” and “broken”
refer to the phonological shape of the singular form of the noun (or adjective) in the
corresponding plural form. A pluralis described as “intact” when the singular form is
not affected in the process of plural formation. Conversely, a plural is “broken”
when the singular form cannot be traced in the plural in a simple manner. In modern
terminology “intact” plurals are formed by the process of suffixation, while “bro-
ken” plurals are formed by other less simple processes.

An illustration of the two types can be given respectively by /mudarris-i:n/ (sing. /
mudarris/) and /?agla:m/ (sing. /galam/). Furthermore, traditional grammar distin-
guishes masculine “intact” plurals and feminine “intact” plurals associating the suffix
/i:n/ with the former, and the suffix /a:t/ with the latter.

Looking for these types of plurals in the dialect, we discover that nouns, once the
class of words under discussion has been excluded from them, never form their plural
by suffixing (i:n) to the singular. The suffix can thus be exclusively associated with
adjectives.

Other generalizations, which could have previously been made, are not rendered
any weaker as a result of associating the words with the adjective class. I will give the
example of the generalization which can be made about the distribution of the suffix
/a:t/. AsThave mentioned above, this is the suffix of feminine “intact” plurals in trad-
itional grammar. Turning to the dialect, we cannot fully associate the suffix with
either feminine nouns or feminine adjectives, because “broken” plurals are found in
both classes. We would like, however, to make the weaker claim of associating /a:t/
with feminine gender whenever it is found. That is, though feminine words in both
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nouns and adjectives may form their plurals in ways other than the suffixation of /a:/,
whenever the suffix is found in a plural form we can assume that the singular is
feminine is gender. This claim cannot be made for both classes, however, because
many masculine nouns form their plurals by suffixing /a:t/ to the singular, as in:

/hamma:m/ = bath (masc.) /hamma:-a:t/
/hisa:b = account (masc.) /hisa:b-a:t/
/talafo:n/ = telephone (masc.) /talafo:n-a:t/

As far as adjectives are concerned the claim of associating the suffix /a:t/ with
feminine gender can be made even after the assignment of the words in question to
the adjective class.

VII. The Function Subject

It should be mentioned that when treated as adjectives the words from the class in
question will have some irregularities. For example, unlike most adjectives, they will
have defective paradigms as they do not inflect for the comparative and the superla-
tive. But they are not unique in this, as other unquestionable adjectives, such as the

words denoting colour /?ahmar/ = red, or physical handicaps /?agra‘é/ = deaf, donot
have these inflections. It should be remembered that with the words in question, as
with these adjectives, the idea of gradation can be syntagmetically expressed e.g. /
mudarris ?ahsan/ = a better teacher, /?ahsan mudarris/ = the best teacher. When we
meet such problems of classification, where things are not clear cut, we have to weigh
evidence for or against a particular solution.

More important, in my opinion, is that the subjectival occurrence of these words
(and of other adjectives) has to be explained. If we adopt the point of view expressed
by Lyons, which was quoted above, we would like to associate the function subject
with the category noun (phrase). But in such sentences as /?al-mudarris kuwwayyis/
= the teacher is good, what we are treating as an adjective occurs as the subject of the
sentence.

What I want to propose and, what seems to me intuitively more satisfying, is to as-
sociate the subjectival occurrence of these words (and of other adjectives) with the
surface structure of sentences. In effect a sentence like /?al-mudarris kuwwayyis/ =
the teacher is good, will derive from a deep structure which is in many ways similar to
that of the sentence /?al-ra:jil mudarris kuwwayyis/ = the man is a good teacher.
More accurately (though still informally), every subjectival occurrence of an adjec-
tive will be considered the result of a deletion of some features associated with a
nominal designated element which is the subject of the sentence in the deep struc-
ture. Among the features associated with the element are those which specify its gen-
der and number. The grammatical singularity and masculinity of a word like /mudar-
ris/ is an acquired phenomenon, a matter of concord with the features of the deleted
nominal designated element. If we adopt this solution, the formal marking of gender
in adjectives will always be viewed as indicative of the acquired concordial nature of
the category, as opposed to its inherent (but not formally marked) nature in nouns>.



Some Reflections on The World Class “Noun™... 11

VIII. Concluding Remarks

The surface treatment of the subjectival occurrence of the words is supported by
certain hints found in traditional approaches. Thus D. Cowan (Cowan 1958: 10) in
his discussion of nominal sentences cites the examples:

/?al-fagi-ru ga:?ibun/ = the poor (man) is absent.
/?al-’a:limu faqi:run/ = the learned (man) is poor.

and concludes “Any adjective may be used as a noun”. Cowan’s translation of the ad-
jectives as “the poor man” and “the learned man” is instructive. The occurrence of
“man” brings to the mind the nominal designated element which I have proposed.
The proposed element is however, a bundle of features rather than a lexical item.

For the dialect, the conclusion is even more justifiable. Consider what would most
probably be the equivalents of Cowan’s sentences in the dialect:

/?7al-zo:1 ?al-fagi:r ga:yib/ = the person (who is) poor (is) absent.
/?al-zo:] ?al-’a:lim fagi:r/ = the person (who is) learned (is) poor.

From my point of view /?al-zo:l/ = the person, is nothing but a (sometimes)
lexicalization of a bundle of features found in the deep structure of sentences. The
features will determine the type and form of the co-occurring adjective from the
semantic and the syntactic points of view. In particular, the adjective has to be of the
type that can occur with human nouns, and will have its grammatical form deter-
mined by the syntactic feature found in the designated element. This is the solution
which I proposed to explain the subjectival occurrence of adjectives. According to
this solution Cowan’s statement quoted above should be modified to read “an adjec-
tive may be used as a noun in the surface structure of sentence”.

Endnotes

1. A point which arises here is whether the feminine form should be written with a final vowel /a/, or
with a vowel followed by an aspirate /ah/. Arabic orthography uses the last alternative. Whether the actual
pronunciation in the dialect supports this treatment is a debatable point.

2. Anidentical plural demonstrative /de:l/ can be used as an alternative with both nouns. Whether this
is a matter of free variation, or whether there are contextual factors (perhaps relating to the importance
given to the noun) which make one choice more appropriate in a particular situation is a question which
might be investigated.

3. A final vowel /a/ when attached to a word which aiready ends in a vowel takes the shape — yya.

4. Bazell (1953:51) makes a distinction between the rather trivial compositional relation between
words and the significant distributional relation. According to him, compositional relations are accidental
such as the relation which one might want to establish between the pairs sing:sang on the one hand and
ding:dang on the other. The distributional relation, which is more significant can override the phonolog-
ical shape of words. Thus in this respect the relation between walk:walked is on a par with the relation be-
tween go:went.

5. Chomsky makes the distinction between the inherent and other features when discussing the legiti-
macy of deletion transformations. He says, “... a formative, in other words, is to be regarded as a pair of
sets of features, one member of the pair consisting of features that are inherent to the lexical entry or the
position of lexical insertion, the second member of the pair consisting of features added by transforma-
tions."” (See Chomsky 1965:181).
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ABSTRACT. Joyce Cary's The Horse's Mouth and William Somerset
Maugham’s The Moon and Sixpence, are two masterpieces in English Liter-
ature. Upon first reading these novels, the reader’s attention is immediately
struck by the remarkable similarities between the protagonists who are both
eccentric characters, rebels against social conventions, and "geniuses’ who
are passionately devoted to painting. These striking similarities are evi-
dently, in certain respects, inspired by aestheticism, “a late 19tk century
literary movement that rested on the credo of *Art for Art’s sake™ and the
philosophy of William Blake, the English romantic poet and painter.

The aim of this paper is to examine the parallelism between the two
heroes, Gulley Jimson in The Horse's Mouth and Charles Strickland in The
Moon and Sixpence, in the light of the concept of Aestheticism and the Bla-
kean philosophy.

The Moon and Sixpence is based on the life of the great French post-im-
pressionist painter Paul Gaugin. It is the story of a painter who, like
Gaugin, revolts against social conventions in order to practice his art in the
South Seas Islands. Although Strickland is not as consciously portrayed in
the light of Blake’s ideas as Gulley Jimson is, he shares with the latter the
poet’s conviction that man should give full expression to his creative imagi-
nation since its basic role is to reveal the reality masked by visible objects.

The Horse's Mouth is similarly inspired by the revolt of the individual
against the accepted conventions of society. However, in this novel, the
philosophy of William Blake is more pervasive and emphasised. Through-
out the novel, Joyce Cary not only quotes from Blake’s poetry to illustrate
the inspiration for his nero’s attitudes towards art, conventional values and
life, but also portrays him as the embodiment of the poet’s beliefs.
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Joyce Cary’s The Horse's Mouth and William Somerset Maugham’s The Moon and
Sixpence, are two masterpieces in English literature. Upon first reading these ndvels,
the reader’s attention is immediately absorbed by the striking similarities between
the protagonists who are both eccentric characters, rebels against social conventions,
and ‘geniuses’ who are passionately devoted to painting. These striking simila ities
are evidently, in certain respects, inspired by the aestheticism, “a late 19th century
literary movement that rested on the credo of ‘Art for Art’s sake’! and the
philosophy of William Blake, the English romantic poet and painter.

The movement of aestheticism sprang up as a deliberate retreat from and as a re-
sult of the impact of science. ‘Art for Art’s sake,” was simply a concept calling for the
separation of art, and in fact all fine arts, from any social, political, or economic con-
siderations. Consistent with this approach, the artist, the creator of beautiful things,
must ignore such considerations for the sake of his art. The most characteristic belief
of the movement was that the value of an experience lay in the feeling of beauty and
wonder it bestowed on the human mind and that anything outside this feeling was of
no value.

William Blake was an artist, printer, painter and a revolutionary poet who spent
his life fighting the repressions of law, religion and science. His violence in poetry
and his radicalism made others treat him as a lunatic. Blake was aware of the evils
and vicess of a lost world that must be transformed and must go through salvation.
According to the Blakean philosophy, with its distrust of reason and contempt for
conventional institutions and values, we shall not understand the vast reality beyond
our senses and achieve full control of ourselves until we learn to trust our instincts
and imagination. Or, as Antony Burges puts it:

Blake wants every human being to cultivate the imagination to such an extent
that it will be capable of perceiving ultimate truth without any help from reason;
reason, in fact, is dangerous, so is science; if we all live in a state of unfiltered
freedom, unconcerned with laws on the power of insight and on a lower level in-
stinct, we shall achieve that heaven on earth which Blake calls ‘Jerusalem’ in the
Preface of his Milton.

This means that man’s creation, when performed by imagination is considered di-
vine because, according to Blake’s philosophy, only through the imagination can
man achieve his full and final spiritual nature. Thus, man should give full capacity to
his creative imagination since its basic role is to reveal the reality masked by visible
objects. Through visible objects one can reach a transcendent state, or eternity,
where he can freely create new worlds.

The aim of this paper is to examine the parallelism between the two heroes, Gulley
Jimson in The Horse’s Mouth and Charles Strickland in The Moon and Sixpence, in
the light of the concept of aestheticism and the Blakean philosophy.

The Moon and Sixpence is based on the life of the great French painter Paul
Gaugin. It is the story of a painter who, like Gaugin, revolts against social conven-
tions and escapes from civilized society in order to practice his art in the South Seas
Islands. It is a flight from dull respectability to unconventional freedom. David
Waldo Clarke points out that:
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the revolt of the individual against the accepted conventions of society is a theme
which has always fascinated Somerset Maugham. It is the inspiration of his
novel, The Moon and Sixpence, (1919)%.

The Horse’s Mouth is similarly inspired by “the revolt of the individual against the
accepted conventions of society.” However, in this novel, the philosophy of William
Blake is more pervasive and emphasized. Throughout the novel, Joyce Cary not only
quotes from Blake’s poetry to illustrate the inspiration from his hero’s attitudes to-
wards art, conventional values and life, but also portrays him as the embodiment of
the poet’s beliefs.

Although Strickland is not as consciously portrayed in the light of Blake’s ideas as
Jimson is, he shares with the latter the poet’s conviction that man should give full ex-
pression to his creative imagination since its basic role is to reveal the reality masked
by the visible objects. This reearch for the spiritual through the eye of the imagina-
tion is reflected in the effect Strickland’s paintings have on the narrator:

“I fancy that Strickland saw vaguely some spiritual meaning in material things
that was so strange that he could only suggest it with halting symbols. It was as
though he found in the chaos of the universe a new pattern, and were attempting
clumsily, with anguish of soul, to set it down. (The Moon and Sixpence;, p. 149)**.

Still on the effect of Strickland’s paintings on him, the narrator adds:

Facts were nothing to him, for bencath the mass of irrelevant incidents he looked
for something significant to himself. It was as though he had become aware of the
soul of the universe and were compelled to expressed it.

(M.S., p. 150)

To Jimson and Strickland, the material world is only there to pave the way for the
expression of the spiritual. Their lives are strongly detached from material things;
the sensual, materialistic world means nothing to them, apart from the extent to
which it serves their artistic interests. Neither character cares for security or respec-
tability. They both believe that as long as they can satisfy their most basic needs, and
have the means to paint, nothing else merits attention. They need money only to
keep themselves going. Jimson makes his view about money known to Professor
Alabaster. He tells him that the art collector Hickson:

makes money for fun and needs art to keep him alive. I paint pictures for fun, and
need money to keep me alive. He wants to boost his pictures and get fun out of
them and I want to get some money and paint new pictures. (The Horse's Mouth,

p. 169)5*.

When the narrator visits Strickland in his “shabby room™ in Paris, he feels sorry for
him. He comes out with the impression that Strickland eats only to survive. He points
out that the artist:

* Maugham, W. Somerset, The Moon and Sixpence: Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd., 1970; hereaf-
ter it will be referred to in the text as (M.S.).

* Cary, Joyce, The Horse's Mouth: Harmondsworth. Penguin Books Ltd., 1948; hereinafter it will be re-
ferred to in the text as (H.M.).
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Ate with appetite, but was indifferent to what he ate; to him it was only food that
he devoured to still the pangs of hunger; and when no food was to be had he
seemed capable of doing without. I learned that for six months he had lived on a
loaf of bread and a bottle of milk a day...

(M.S., p. 77)

In The Horse's Mouth, the pre-eminence of the spiritual in the life of Jimson, is
clearly evident. All that matters to him is art, the world of imagination. He believes,
as David Perkins points out that:

The world of imagination is the world of eternity for there exist in the eternal
world the permanent realities of everything which we see reflected in the veget-
able glass of Nature®.

This Blakean belief, Perkins adds, reflects the protagonist’s disgust of materialism
and his yearning for the world of eternity where the ‘infinite’ truth lies and where the
‘imaginative image’ renews itself and returns by the seed of contemplative thoughts’.
Also, in this respect, Diana Neill observes:

Unlike most English novelists of his period, Cary was seriously concerned with
the meaning behind experience. His love of William Blake reveals his bias to-
wards the metaphysical®.

Jimson's belief in the pre-eminence of the spiritual and his obsession with art also
explains his opposition to any form of control or regimentation. He has scant respect
for the conventional values and customary obligations. The only morality he prac-
tices is the devotion he gives to painting. Harry Blamires comments on Jimson’s
single-minded pursuit of art; he points out that:

Gulley Jimson ... is a man of different breed. A visionary painter of invulnerable
self-confidence who has no time for inhibiting codes of respectability or moral re-
sponsibility, he yet endears himself by ruthless vitality in pursuit of his artistic vo-
cation®.

Like Jimson, Strickland also sacrifices everything for the sake of art and for the ful-
fillment of some spiritual need. Frank N. Magill, who confirms that “Charles Strick-
land lived ruthlessly for his art,”! makes the interesting observation that:

There is shrewd comment on the world’s attitude towards a man who passes by
the material and sensual to fulfill some spiritual need. If by chance his intent is to
help mankind, then he is proclaimed a saint; but if he is like Charles Strckland
and ignores mankind, he is vested with the spirit of the devil''.

Strickland’s desertion of his family and decision to go to the South Seas represent
his rejection of the world of materialism, conventional values, control and regimen-
tation.

There, in the South Seas, he believes, he can cultivate the imagination and find, as
David Waldo Clarke puts it, “a vehicle for his suppressed energy in the creation of
great works of art”!2,

What Antony Burges says about Blake’s insistence that every human being should
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“live in a state of unfiltered individual freedom, unconcerned with laws on the power
of insight and on a lower level instinct™!3 and thereby achieve “that heaven on earth
which Blake calls ‘Jerusalem’,”!* is unmistakably embodied in the life of Strickland.
Strickland spends the rest of his life on the South Seas Islands where Gaugin believed
he had discovered “the brilliant colouring and sensuous delights of a tropical land-
scape and [the chance] to experience the charm of a primitive community living the
‘natural life’ 5.

In turning away from civilized society with its attendant moral restraints and con-
ventional values, Strickland paradoxically reflects his passionate desire for truth,
freedom and beauty. It represents his spiritual journey to the world of eternity.
When the narrator first sees his paintings, he tells Strickland:

I do not know that infinite yearning possesses you, so that you are driven to a
perilous, lonely search for some goal where you expect to find a final release
from the spirit that torments you. I see you as the eternal pilgrim to some shrine
that perhaps does not exist. I do not know at what inscrutable Nirvana you aim ...
Perhaps it is Truth and Freedom.

(M.S., pp. 150-151)

The reaction of the narrator on first being shown Strickland’s paintings, is one of
the utter bewilderment because they seemed to him “extra-ordinary crude,” (M.S.,
p. 148) yet he confesses he was not unimpressed by its real power. He says:

I was excited and interested. I felt that these pictures had something to say to me
that was very important for me to know, but I could not tell what it was ... They
were strangely tantalizing. They gave me an emotion that I could not analyse.

(M.S., p. 149)

This description of the strange effect of Strickland’s painting upon the narrator, re-
calls the literary movement of aestheticism for which the value of an experience lay in
the feeling of beauty or wonder it bestowed on the human mind, and that anything
outside this feeling was of no value.

In The Horse’s Mouth, as well as in The Moon and Sixpence, both writers seem to
ask almost the same question about the individual and modern society. Cary, accord-
ing to W.W. Robson, seems to ask persistently: “What is the real thing, what is the
truth about life”'®. How can one live spiritually in a world of conflict? Maugham,
similarly, seems to be in search of the answer to the complicated and crucial ques-
tion: “What is a man'’s real self”!’? By portraying their heroes as outcasts from soci-
ety, unconcerned about their personal comfort, indifferent to the opinions of others
regarding themselves as persons and artists, and as rebels against social norms and
mores, both writers seem to suggest that the answer to their question lies in a revolt
against the prescriptions and values of the collective life. They further seem to
suggest that only through a life of non-conformism, individualism and freedom from
all restraints — political, social or economic — can man attain self-fulfillment and dis-
cover the truth about life.
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For both writers, as W.W. Robson also points out, “modern society obscures the
answer. It either destroys the individual, or seduces him into conformity. The trend
of modern life is towards greater and greater collectivism. Inner freedom disap-
pears”!8. With its emphasis on collectivism and conformism, modern life as Cary and
Maugham show, is boring, depressing and hard to endure, with “no place for the in-
teresting individual: none therefore, for the creative artist™®. Thus, in their por-
trayal of Jimson’s and Strickland’s revolt, the two writers also reflect Blake’s distrust
and condemnation of the forces of legality and moralism as the most sinister enemies
of the free life of the imagination.

In The Horse’s Mouth, Cary stresses Blake’s view of man’s isolated helplessness in
this world. In a conversation with Plantie, Jimson recalls the poet’s poem:

The angel that presided at her birth Said, little creature, born of joy and mirth Go
love without the help of anything on earth.

(H.M., p. 156)

Jimson here feels, with loneliness, that, from birth, man is isolated and secluded in
this unjust world, and as a result he is, as Michael Echeruo remarks, “obliged to con-
struct his own happiness, his joy and mirth, ‘without the help of anything on
earth’?, However, unlike Strickland, Jimson believes that in spite of such a stiff and
awkward position, man should not cut himself off from civilization, but rather face its
ugliness with patience and endurance. In this respect, Echeruo observes that “the
pattern of responses which Jimson records, helps explain his own calculated strategy
for facing the injustice of the world without self-corroding bitterness™2!. Thus, Jim-
son celebrates his freedom in a world that seems unjust and in a society that seems to
curb the artist’s creativity. He “makes a joke of life because he dares not take it seri-
ously. He is afraid that if he does not laugh he will lose either his nerves or his
temper.” (H.M., p. 6)

In his introduction to William Blake, M.H. Abrams points out that “Blake’s old
age was serene, self-confident, and joyous, largely free from the bursts of irascibility
with which he had earlier responded to the shallowness and blindness of the English
public?2. Likewise, Jimson, who is 67 years old, is not bothered by his age. He would
rather enjoy himself and make a joke out of it; he would rather be “the famous Gul-
ley Jimson whom nobody knows” and laugh “like an old goat™ and skip “like a young
ram.” (H.M., pp. 143-4)

Like Blake, Cary believes that in such a state, one is experiencing his ‘second child-
hood’; he is back to the stage of innocence; he is like a two-day old baby. While in this
blissful state, Jimson recalls Blake’s beautiful poem:

I have no name

1 am but two days old
What shall I call thee
I happy am

Joy is my name
Sweet joy befall thee.

(H.M., p. 114)
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This Blakean song, from Songs of Innocence, reflects the state of wonder and ac-
ceptance Jimson goes through in old age. Being once again like a child with its
characteristic innocent-like state and outlook on life, provides him with that eleva-
tion of mind and soul, and that largeness of human sympathy that are so essential for
the endurance and celebration of life.

Jimson’s attitude towards life and society springs from his consciousness of the
human predicament and the need to live freely and joyously in spite of the restraints
that society imposes upon the individual and the creative artist. Such an attitude,
Cary seems to suggest, embodies Blake’s vision of man freed from the shackles of
convention and tradition and who, by means of his intuition or imagination achieves
control of himself and lives a fuller and richer life.

While Jimson celebrates life and cultivates friendships, Strickland does not care
for anyone or anything in life. He lives wholly for his art. When Dirk Stroeve, a
painter and friend of his, invites him to his studio to look at his picture and pass
judgement, Strickland looks at them but does not bother to comment on them at all;
instead, he asks Dirk to lend him twenty francs.

Not only is Strickland’s life divorced from material things, but it is bereft of any
compassion, as the narrator points out:

He had no compassion. The emotions common to most of us simply did not exist
in him, and it was as absurd to blame him for not feeling them as for blaming the
tiger because he is fierce and cruel.

(M.S., p. 112)

His cruel nature is shown by his desertion of his family and his betrayal of Dirk
Stroeve’s friendship. He suddenly abandons his wife and children to devote all his
time to painting after more than seventeen years of marriage without offering his
wife a word of explanation. When he discovers that his friend’s wife, Blanche
Stroeve, is attracted to him, he takes her as his mistress because he thinks she has a
wonderful body that would make her the best candidate for a model. But once he is
through with her, he drops her from his life. When asked by the narrator if he really
cares a two-penny damn if Blanche Stroeve, who had just committed suicide, is dead
or alive, his answer is that he does not care. He points out that:

Blanche Stroeve didn’t commit suicide because I left her, but because she was a
foolish and unbalanced woman ... She was an entirely unimportant person ...

(M.S., p. 145)

With regard to his betrayal of his friend’s confidence, the narrator’s comments on
Strickland’s character are revealing. He states:

It was not strange that he should so heartlessly have betrayed his friend’s confi-
dence, nor that he hesitated not at all to gratify a whim at the cost of another’s
misery. That was in his character. He was a man without any conception of
gratitude.

(M.S., p. 112)
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Strickland behaves like a man possessed — possessed only by one irresistible urge,
and that is to paint. The common decencies and human values to him count for no-
thing at all. In his obsession with art, he deserts his wife and children and betrays his
friend without the least compunction. To the narrator and others who meet him, he
is an enigma. “There was much in his life,” as the narrator points out, “which was
strange and terrible, in his character something outrageous, and in his fate not a little
that was pathetic.” (M.S., pp. 7-8)

In Strickland’s view, love is a disease. He has no interest in a stable married life; all
he wants to be left alone once he has gratified his desires. He says:

[ don’t love. I haven’t time for it. It’s weakness ... I can overcome my desire; I
look forward to the time when I shall be free from all desire and give myself with-
out hindrance to my work ... Love is a disease. Women are the instruments of my
pleasure; I have no patience with their claim to be helpmates, partners, or com-
panions.

(M.S., p. 143)

Jimson, on the other hand, believes that love is “the source and guarantee of all
our hopes,” (H.M., p. 92) and that “there’s nothing like marriage for an artist —if he
can find the right woman.” (H.M., p. 225) Unlike Strickland who neither cares nor
hates people, Jimson is sociable and interested in the well-being of his friends. He ad-
vises Nosy, an aspiring young artist, not to become a professional painter because he
does not usually get what he likes or needs, nor does he get any credit in his lifetime.
He tells Nosy:

The amateur has cash in the bank and goes on having it when he’s a professional.
That’s what [ tell you. Get some cash in the bank and then you can go in for art
and be as bad as you like. You will still be happy. '

(M.S., p.201)

While Strickland is aggressive, strong-willed, and has a brutal streak in his charac-
ter, Jimson is a peaceful man who does not recall having any grudge against anyone.
He is always ready to forgive and to forget. He tells Nosy: “I forgive 'em, Nosy. And
tomorrow I shall forget 'em. To forgive is wisdom, to forget is genius. And easier.
Because it’s true.” (H.M., p. 273) When Jimson gets angry with Mr. Hickson, the art
collector, he breaks his windows with some stones and runs away. As a result, he is
arrested and imprisoned. But as he likes Mr. Hickson, he forgives him. Several other
characters — drop-outs like himself — give him trouble by cheating him. However, he
likes them and prefers to remain calm:

I musn’t get up a grievance. Plays a deuce. I must keep calm. For the fact s, IT'S
WISE TO BE WISE, especially for a born fool. Anything like bad temper is bad
for me. It spoils my equanimity. It blocks up my imagination. It makes me stupid
so that I can’t see straight ... Cool off, I said to myself. Don’t get rattled off your
center.

(H.M., p.12)
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Upon reading The Horse’s Mouth, the reader is easily affected by the hero Gulley
Jimson. He admires him and even sympathizes with him sometimes. Some critics,
however, are of the view that Jimson is by no means the hero of the novel. They con-
sider him rather as the anti-hero because, in their opinion, he does not seem to pos-
sess the conventional characteristics of the hero. According to Frank N. Magill, Jim-
son is a comic figure who turns the story into a “delightful combination of humour,
pathos and down-to-earth philosophy”?. Harry Blamires considers him “a riotously
comic character [who] sustains imaginative plausibility by sheer personality
thrust”?*. But whether the reader considers Jimson as the hero or anti-hero, he re-
mains a delightful personality whose practical wisdom and joyous celebration of life
evokes effect, admiration, and even sympathy.

In the case of Strickland, the reader may find himself a little confused and hesitant
as to,whether he admires him, feels sorry for him or just feels a sort of disgust or dis-
like toward him. There is none of the humour, warmth and humaneness in Strickland
that is found in Jimson. Strickland, as the narrator confirms is inhuman. His aggres-
siveness and ruthless treatment of people tend to estrange the reader’s sympathy.

Both Jimson and Strickland are very proud of themselves and conscious of their
genius. In the case of Jimson, Cary apparently meant him to be an artistic genius. For
Cary, as Diana Neill observes:

[Jimson] embodies his conception of genius and of the significance of art. Im-
bued with a deep sense that the importance of human destiny lies in the earthly
embodiment of the creative force, Cary stresses the need for total experience.
The divine aspects of human desire are united and reconciled by the artist. He
alone expresses the sorrows, conflicts, the inertia and the commonplace joys of
life in their minute concrete particulars, and by doing so reveals their meaning.
Art alone has the power to clarify the confusion of life, and that, in Cary’s eyes,
is its justification®.

This sublime conception of the nature and function of art is reminiscent of the
prophetic and spiritual role Blake believed the creative imagination to have. For
Blake, “what was human about us, was the imagination; what was natural about us
had to be redeemed by the imagination, or else it would destroy us”?. He believed
that the imagination was a divine power and that everything real comes from it.

Jimson’s artistic genius is recognized by Hickson, an art collector and connoisseur
of art and Professor Alabaster, an art critic. Through Hickson, some distinguished
citizens and art collectors call on him and buy some of his paintings. While in jail, he
receives a letter from Professor Alabaster that he plans to write “a definitive biog-
raphy, and a descriptive and appreciative catalogue of his art, with reproductions of
principal works.” (H.M., p. 163) Thus, he is already famous in his lifetime. Later,
most of his paintings find their way into the world’s museums and the rest of the
paintings get into the possession of rich art-collectors.

Although Dirk Stroeve, who is himself a painter, is convinced of Strickland’s
genius at the initial stage of his career in Paris, fame comes to him only after his
death. As the narrator states:
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It was not till four years after Strickland’s death that Maurice Huret wrote the ar-
ticle in the Mercure de France which rescued the unknown painter from oblivion
and blazed the trail which succeedingly writers with more or less docility have fol-
lowed ... and the reputation of Charles Strickland is now firmly established on
the lines which he laid down...

(M.S., p. 6)

Besides Dirk Stroeve, only the narrator and Dr. Coutras who attends to him when
he suffers from leprosy, recognize his paintings as works of genius; otherwise, all his
other acquaintances find his paintings ridiculous.

Notwithstanding that Jimson achieves fame in his lifetime while Strickland does
not, neither painter seeks or cares about fame or has any expectations of achieving
fame in his lifetime. Jimson believes that artists only get “an encouraging atmos-
phere for original art [only] after the artists are dead.” (H. M., p. 182) He tells Nosy:

Nothing is a masterpiece — real masterpiece - till its about two hundred years old.
A picture is like a tree or a church, you've got to let it grow into a masterpiece.

(H.M., p. 209)

When Strickland presents one of his paintings to Dr. Coutras shortly before his
death, he says:

Take this picture. It means nothing to you now, but it may be that some day you
will be glad to have it

(M.S., p. 202)

Jimson finds himself in an awkward situation of hesitation and confusion when he
realizes that he is on the threshold of becoming famous. This happens when the art
critic, Professor Alabaster, informs of his plan to write a book entitled, “Gulley Jim-
son: His Life and Works.” Jimson is not sure whether to believe in such unexpected
fame or just to consider it “a bad joke.” He assures himself that “nobody could be-
lieve it. It even sounds like a joke.” (H.M., p. 134) But then, what if it is true? Here,
Jimson gives his horse full rein. In an interior dramatic monologue, Jimson unoves
forward in his dreams:

Old horse, you are now famous. The deals will be running after you with cheques
in one hand and smiles in the other. You will have commissions to pick. And the
walls will come waltzing to your big front door. As many as you like.

(H.M., p. 134)

Still, Jimson cannot quite get used to the idea of fame. Fame, he believes is beautiful
sometimes, but we should feel it first:

The celebrated Gulley Jimson. But I never got quite used to it. My belief is that
nobody does. It never seems quite true, then it doesn’t seem just what you had
been led to expect. Fame isn't a thing. It’s a feeling.

(H.M., p. 134)
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Although he himself declared once that “fame is not only the ruin of artists, it busts
them,” (H.M., p. 165) he finally reconciles himself to the idea of fame because there
might be money in it. He says:

And fame, I thought, if it’s true, has its advantage. It will bring in cash.

(H.M., p. 135)

Charles Strickland is totally indifferent to the idea of being famous. When he is
asked by the narrator if he ever thought of fame, a thing that most artists “haven’t
been indifferent to,” his answer is simply that such artists are “children,” for “how
can you care for the opinion of th« crowd when you don’t care twopence for the opin-
ion of the individual?’ (M.S., p. 78) He refuses to show his paintings not only because
he does not care what people think of him or his work, but also because he himself is
“never satisfied with what he had done.” (M.S., p. 78). His contempt for the opinion
of others is further evident when he asks “who makes fame? Critics, writers,
stockbrokers, women.” (M.S., p. 78) Because he paints out of creative compulsion,
he does not mind if he paints well or badly; he “only wants to paint” what he “sees.”
(M.S., p. 78) His indifference to the idea of public recognition that his art might bring
him fame, even after this death, is no more clearly evident than when he makes his
wife Ata promise to destroy his work upon his death.

Both painters paint their masterpieces on walls: Jimson on the walls of an old
chapel and Strickland on the walls of his bungalow in Tahiti. After completing his
masterpiece, Strickland goes blind and sits in the bungalow looking at it with the eye
of the imagination. Upon his death, Ata faithfully carries out his wish and burns the
bungalow. Jimson, on the other hand, is busy completing his masterpiece, when the
landlord demolishes the building and so destroys his masterpiece. He is thrown from
the scaffold and taken to hospital. Later, he learns that he has suffered a severe
stroke.

While Strickland wants all his works destroyed after his death, Jimson does not
grieve over the destruction of his masterpiece. For both, it is sufficient that they had
the rare joy and satisfaction of painting them. Jimson paints his masterpiece with the
knowledge that at any time the ruined building will collapse and destroy his master-
piece. Yet, he is determined to proceed. When Nosy expresses his grievance against
those who had demolished the “creation” —as Jimson’s masterpiece is called — he tells
him: “there you go ... getting up a grievance. Which is about the worse mistake any-
one can make, especially if he has one.” (H.M., p. 374)

In a sense, the masterpieces represent the consummation of two creative imagina-
tions for whom art alone has “the power to clarify the confusion of life”?’. Or, as
Blake insisted, only through the cultivation of the imagination can we uncover the re-
ality that is masked by visible things. The familiar world gives hints, he believed,
which must be taken and developed:

To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour?.
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The power to penetrate the visible world and reveal the secrets of nature is re-
flected in Dr. Coutras’s description of Strickland’s masterpiece:

It was the work of a man who had delved into the hidden depths of nature and
had discovered secrets which were beautiful and fearful too.

(M.S., p. 207)

The narrator’s comments on the extraordinary decoration with which Strickland
had covered the wall of his house are significant in that they recall Blake's belief that
the imagination creates reality, and this reality is the divine activity of the self in its
unimpeded energy. The narrator comments:

I fancy that here he must have said all that he knew of life and all that he divined.
And I fancied that perhaps here he had at least found peace. The demon which
possessed him was exercised at last. and with the completion of the work, for
which all his life had been a painful preparation, rest descended on his remote
and tortured soul. He was willing to die, for he had fulfilled his purposc.

(M.S.. pp. 208-9)

The impression Strickland’s masterpiece has on Dr. Coutras, is consistent with the
belief of the proponents of aestheticism, that the value of an experience lies in the
feeling of beauty and wonder that such an experience bestows on the human mind
and that anything outside this feeling is of no value. Describing the decoration and its
deep impression on him, Dr. Coutras says:

It was strange and fantastic. It was a vision of the beginnings of the world, the
Garden of Eden, ... it was a hymn to the beauty of the human form ... and the
praise of nature ... It gave you an awful sense of the infinity of space and of the
endlessness of time.

(M.S.. p. 209)

Throughout his work, Blake stresses the great forces which lie hidden in man and
may be terrifying, but are nonetheless necessary if anything worthwhile is to happen.
He sees that the creative activity of the imagination and the transformation of experi-
ence through it are possible only through the release of awful powers. Through the
creative imagination of Jimson and Strickland, the great forces which lie hidden in
man, find expression in works of genius. From the description of their works, awful
powers are released to affect the human mind - as the works of those who subscribed
to aestheticism did — with their passion, wonder. and even beauty.

In a spirit reminiscent of William Blake. Gulley Jimson and Charles Strickland are
inspired by the belief that the imagination is a divine power and that everything that
comes from it is real. Their attention is turned towards an ideal, spiritual world. For
them every living thing is a symbol of everlasting powers, and it is these they appa-
rently wish to grasp and to represent in their art. What concerns them most deeply
and draws out their strongest powers, as their work seem to reflect, is the sense of a
spiritual reality at work in all living things. Both appear to be visionaries, like Blake.
who believe that ordinary things are unsubstantial in themselves and yet rich symbols
of greater realities.
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From the lives of Jimson and Strickland, it is clear that experience is bought at a
bitter price. As it was for Blake, so it is for them: to reach a higher state man must be
tested by experience and suffering. Both seem to embody what Blake says about ex-
perience in Night the Second:

What is the price of experience?
do men buy it for a song?

Or wisdom for a dance in the street?
No, it is bought with the price

Of all that a man hath, his house,
his wife, his children?.

The same tragic appreciation of the restrictions which imprison and kill the living
spirit — so characteristic of Blake’s philosophy - is clearly evident in Jimson and
Strickland. Both are passionate rebels, both reveal the spirit of unrest and revolt.
Both characters reveal the care-free play of the imagination, uncrubed by what ap-
pear to them as no more than senseless restrictions. Their revolt against the restric-
tions is not purely personal thing. It is their criticism of society, of the whole trend of
contemporary civilization.

The remarkable similarities between Gulley Jimson in The Horse’s Mouth and
Charles Strickland in The Moon and Sixpence seem to be more than coincidental.
Underlying the similarities is the philosophy of William Blake with its sublime con-
ception of the role of the creative imagination with its revolt against social restric-
tions and conventional values, as well as the credo of art for art’s sake as espoused by
the proponents of aestheticism. As far as Gulley Jimson is concerned, the Blakean
philosophy is more emphasized and pervasive; this is because Joyce Cary’s work is
directly inspired by the ideas and beliefs of the English romantic poet and painter.
Although Somerset Maugham's work is not directly inspired by Blake, it does, how-
ever, in significant respects, represent the Blakean philosophy.
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