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The Practical Training Problem In The
Public Relations’ Education At The
Universities.

Mohamed Mohamed Al-Bady
Professor of Mass Communication
and Public Relations Information Department.

Faculty of Arts and Humanities. / King Abdulaziz
Universty, Jeddah. Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT. Public Relations  is considered a specialized profession. Its
practitioners must have an experience beside a specialized education and
special aptitudes. Most of the specialized professions could realize these
requirements for their graduates during their education in the universities.
But public Relations Could not do that for many reasons. So, graduates
have shortage in the practical training. It is considered a hard problem.

We analyse some methods of the public relations’ education in
American, English and Arabic Universities and foundations. We find out
that the practical training problem is a part of the public relations’
education problem as a general. And it needs a conclusive solution.

So, this study can put three bases for this solution.

(1) To confess the public relations as an applied science,.
(2) To form strong professional syndicates, and (3) To open new and
realistic fields for the practical training before its graduates.

Also, it offers an integrate and applied project, as a multi — stage
solution, for this problem. This project is a conclusive, dynamic and
realistic one. OIl Societies, whatever their conditions are, can apply it
effectively.
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The Effect of Television on the Communicative Behaviour
of Saudi Child: A Survey Study on a sample of
Saudi Families in the city of Jeddah

ABDULWAHAB A. BAGHDADI
Assistant Professor, Department of Communication,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT  This research is pivoted around the effect that is resulted in by
the exposure of the Saudi child to television. Duration of time and quality of
programs can be considered as factors which decide the child’s indoor ten-
dencies and participation as reflected by his/her verbal and physical ac-
tivities and communicative behaviour.

The main hypothesis of this research is that, there is a close relationship
between the child’s communicative behaviour and his exposure to televi-
sion; and that, this relationship is affected by the following variables:

a — The child's demographic characteristics.

b — The type of television programs which the child prefers.

A questionnaire was given to 500 mothers who live within the geographic
vicinity of the city of Jeddah. The researcher reached several conclusion,
most significant of which are following ones:

1 - The increase in the density of the children’s exposure to television
programs is regular.

2 — The children’s viewing behaviour of television is characterized as col-
lective.

3 — The mothers have positive attitude towards the positive impact of
television on the communicative behaviour of their children (educational,
cultural, and recreational).

4 — The children’s exposure to television programs increases the spec-
trum of their participation in the activities in their household and the sur-
roundings social circles.

To be more comprehensive, the research shows that the length of time
spent by children in front of television does not negatively affect his be-
haviour towards his family or his relationship with his friends.
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Two Islamic Inscriptions From The Collection of Shaikh
Muhammad al-‘Ubaikan — Riyadh

SA'AD A. AL-RASHID
Associate Professor in Islamic Archaeology, Dept. of Archaeology,
Faculty of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This Article deals with two tombstones examined by the pre-
sent writer in the collection of Shaikh Muhammad al-‘Ubaikan, a well
known figure in Riyadh and ex-ambassador in Yemen and Sudan. These
two inscribed stones considered to be very important for their style of writ-
ings and for the information written on them.

The first tomb-stone bears the name of Al-Hasan B. Muhammad B.
Ahmad B. Mas‘ad. The second stone bears the name of Fatima Ibnat Al-
Hasan B. Bakr al-‘Attar. Both stones bear no dates. The second stone has
more information, consisted of Qur'anic verses seeking Mercy and Pardon.
The main text is written in relief within a frame with surat al-Ikhlas being
written around the borders. Comparative studies of these two stones with
others from Saudi Arabia and Dahlak Islands and elsewhere give indica-
tions that the stones can be dated from the end of the 3rd to the begining of
the 4th century A.H. The origin of the stones is unknown but they may have
been brought either from Makkah Province, Ta'if, or from the southern
part of Saudi Arabia.
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The type of the news and geographical dimensions of

news programs in Saudi T. V.

SA'ID AL-ORABI AL-HARTHI
Associate Professor, Mass Communication Department
Faculty of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT  Television has become the most important medium among
the mass media with regard to its ability to attract more audience and its
Political, Social and Cultural impact upon Societies, thus it has been given
special attention in the field of studies and communication research - and
studies indicate that television news occupied an important position on the
level of international arena and the first place of viewing prefrences — and
this because of the interaction of international interests and the comprehen-
sive influence in case of disaster news without regard to its location and the
nature of the news that put it in the frame of facts. In addition to the impor-
tant role that the news play in political decision-making and its influence in
public opinion.

This research came into being because :

— The percentage of the news programs in the Saudi television reached
about 23% of the total program and this is a high percentage in comparison
with other programs.

— This kind of programs attracted the youth of the Kingdom and it oc-
cupied the first place in viewing preferences among them.

The purpose of this study is to examine the trends and characteristics of
news programs in the Saudi television and to know the political and geog-
raphical dimensions that govern such programs with reference to relative
measurement and geographical dimension, and furthermore, the study of
the relationship between the type of the news and the geographical arca.

This research will investigate the news elements that the Saudi television
news is based on, in its local and international dimension. and to see if only
the Saudi television play the role of transmission or it has its own news prog-
rams production, with reference to the high reliance on International News
Agencies and to the economic and military dimensions which shape the type
of the news.
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Forecasting of Winter Season Low Temperature and
its Value for Growing Vegetable Crops in Riyadh Area,
Saudi Arabia

ABDULLA AHMED AL-TAHER
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography
Faculty of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. Growing vegetable crops during winter season faces a prob-
lem of low temperature below the zero vegetation point and natural resis-
tance to frost. The natural hazard of low temperature causes a damage to
the vegetable crops especially in Riyadh area where this hazard does not
occur regularly, and therefore, farmers do not make a adjustments to this
hazard.

Forecasting of winter low temperature is one of the most important as-
pects that will enable farmers to make a wise decision to protect their crops
from the dangers of low temperature.

The results of this study indicate that there is a strong relationship bet-
ween the minimum temperature of the fall season and the minimum temp-
erature of the winter. Therefore, minimum temperature of the fall is one of
the best variable which can be used for forecasting the minimum tempera-
ture of winter.
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The Linguistic Rules of the Triliteral Verb Forms in Arabic

MOHAMMAD K. ORAIF
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This paper provides a solution for a linguistic problem that re-
mained for hundreds of years. That is the alternations of the triliteral verb
vowels in Arabic. Arabic verbs have three conjugations: Perfective, Imper-
fective, and Imperative. ’

A relation that is still considered as a reality is that the imperfective and
the imperative are both derived from the perfective. The investigator
proved that this cannot be the case, considering the less marked form as the
underlying form, and the more marked form as the derived form. The old
system goes this way :

Perfective — Imperfective, Perfective — Imperative

The new system in the investigator’s theory goes this way :
[Perfective-Imperfective] « Imperative

A main assumption in this theory is that there is no deriving relation bet-
ween the perfective and the imperfective, while there is one between the
imperative and the imperfective.

An autosegmental solution to this phenomenon is provided. The vowel in
the imperative stem spreads autosegmentally to the imperfective stem fil-
ling the v slot in that stem. Theoretically, one can assume that the impera-
tive and the imperfective should have the same stem. And this turns out to
be exactly the case.

After the spreading, the imperfective form is matched with a perfective
counterpart. This pair of forms represent one of five classes: al, a2, a3, i,
and u.
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On ‘iltifat’ and its use in the Holy Qur’an

MAHGOUB EL-HASSAN MOHAMED
Assistant Professor, Arabic Language Dept.,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. Some writers reject referring to ‘badie® “troopes” as a proof
of the inimitability of the Qur’an. This is because ‘badie’’ “troopes” can be
mastered by practice and training —a fact attested to by the many poets who
excelled in employing it.

This paper tackles the art of ‘iltifat’ “alternation between different
styles”, which is a branch of ‘badie”’ “troopes” The aim is to show that dis-
cussing the use of ‘badie”” in the Qur'an can be instrumental in making the
inimitability of the Qur’an explicit. This is done by analyzing texts and
pointing to the aesthetic features in those texts. The study highlights the
strong association between the lexical items used and the semantic aspects
intended. It also stresses the eloquence, exactness and beauty of the
Qur’anic construction.
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Analytical Study of Topics Pertaining and Research
Methodologies to Master’s Thesis in Library and
Information Science (M.L.1.S.) at Two Universities of
Saudi Arabia

MOHAMMED A. MARGHALANI
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library & Information Science,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

ABSTRACT. This paper exmines the diverse methodologies employed in
conducting research for the Master’s degree in Library and Information Sci-
ence, accepted/conferred by both King Abdulaziz University and Imam
Muhammad bin Saud lsiamic University, Saudi Arabia. Also, it considers
the subjects treated in theses. Two specific methods, namely evaluation and
comparison, were specify used in this study: evaluation to find out the var-
ious methodologies employed in these theses, and comparison to specify
the subjects treated therein.

Analysis of relevant data indicates that 29 theses have been accepted, to-
date, by the Departments of Library and Information Science at both Uni-
versities. A total of 51 research methods were used by candidates in prepar-
ing their M.L.1.S. theses. Further analysis revealed that 37.25% of candi-
dates used the survey method, 17.14% used the descriptive method and
13.72% used the historical method. '

Subjects treated in the theses under study. fall into ten areas, even though
most of them deal with bibliography, bibliometric studies and various types
of libraries.
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of Concepts and Movements
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ABSTRACT. This paper consists of three main parts: first, the concept and
the movements of Appropriate Technology (AT);: second, the concept and
the movement of Community Development (CD), and third, the relation-
ship between them in terms of concepts and movements. In addition, an at-
tempt is made to find out whether AT and CD complement or conflict with
each other.

The Concept of Appropriate Technology

Introduction

“Technology” in the broader sense may be defined as the means by which man un-
dertakes to change or influence his environment (Evens 1979). It is not an end in it-
self, it is a means for attaining determined objectives. Those means can be material
or immaterial and are often referred to as the *hardware’ and the ‘software’ respec-
tively. Hardware, like factories, machines and products is something material and
visible. Software on the other part includes “knowledge, know-how, experience,
education and organizational forms” (Jequier 1978).

The two or three last decades have witnessed a transfer of technology — mostly in
the form of hardware — from many industrial countries to many of the developing
Third World countries. In many cases technology in its software form did not catch
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pace with the newly introduced meadns of chiange i.e. the hardware form of technol-
ogy. Thus the material equipments brought to enhance development did not greatly
help in attaining that goal.

Itis common knowledge that the attempts made in many newly independent coun-
tries in the 1950s and 1960s to increase agricultural output through mechanizing ag-
riculture did not prove successful. Although the machines were imported, people
lacked the know-how and experience, necessary for the maintenance of such
machines. In quite a short time they were out of use.

The Need for Appropriate Technology

Although conventional development programs have generated some degree of
success in terms of economic growth and production, they have also caused certain
negative effects. These are becoming widely recognized and acknowledged in caus-
ing migration from rural to urban areas, widespread unemployment, unequal dis-
tribution of benefits, environmental breakdown, social and cultural displacements
and increased economic dependence. Perhaps the most glaring failure has been that
development programs have largely bypassed the rural poor, who comprise the great
majority of the population of the Third World countries. There is currently a growing
attempt to make aid programs focus on various aspects of rural development, such as
education, health, housing, irrigation and so on. However, it must be realizea that
rural poverty and unemployment will continue to grow, unless appropriate develop-
ment technologies, processes and systems can be made available to the rural poor.

The need, then, is for technologies which are adapted to conditions which exist in
different rural communities. They should promote autonomous economic and social
development and rely on local skills and resources rather than foreign imports. They
should create jobs rather than destroy them, and serve the people where they are, in
rural areas, rather than crown them into already congested cities. They should fulfill
the basic requirements of the masses of the people, and measure success in terms of
human development instead of limited economic benefits. In addition, such
technologies should play a complementary role to large-scale industrial projects. So
that the complete structure of a strong economic system may be built up.

The term Appropriate Technology implies that there is a range of technologies av-
ailable from which a choice may be made to suit a particular application. This means
that an ideal solution to a problem should be sought. Rather. it is necessary to define
problem in terms of the constraints and resources which actually exist. Then a solu-
tion must be selected to improve the situation relative to the needs and priorities of
the people affected, without imposing additional constraints.

Appropriate Technology need not, and, indeed, should not be applied only to
rural areas in developing countries: its basic principles are universal. However, in the
face of widespread deficiencies of basic needs of such large portions of the applica-
tion, coupled with the urgent necessity of increased self-sufficiency in food produc-
tion of most developing countries, the rural developing areas require special atten-
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tion. The need for Appropriate Technology approaches to food production and pro-
cessing, energy supply, transportation, storage and marketing.

What is Appropriate Technology?

Appropriate Technology (AT) is technology which most suitably adapts to the
conditions of a given situation. It is compatible with the human financial and material
resources which surround its application.

Appropriate Technology applications are likely to have some common charac-
teristics :

I — require only small amount of capital;

2 - emphasize the use of locally available materials;

3 — are relatively labor-intensive but more productive than many traditional
technologies;

4 — are small enough in scale to be affordable to individual families;

5 — can be produced in villages or small working shop;

6 — are flexible, can be adapted to different places and changing circumstances;
and

7 — can be used in productive ways without doing harm to the environment.

The term AT is commonly used synonymously with “low-cost technology™ or “in-
termediate technology”; even though there are some differences between the three.
The need for the technology to be low cost or intermediate implies that it should not
depend too much on the importation of expensive materials or components (which is
also a drain on scarce foreign exchange). Nor should it require high cost energy
sources.

Examples from Third World Countries

Example 1

The ex-plough is regarded as traditional technology in many societies in the world,
because they have been used to it for thousands of years. None the less, the ox-
plough is a good example of an intermediate technology in other societies. In tropical
Africa, for example, the on-plough was not known. Ploughing was by a hand-oper-
ated hoe. In such societies, the ox-plough was an important innovation which came
to stand half-way between the hand-operated hoe and the diesel tractor. This inter-
mediate technology suited the tropical African societies very well. It was low-cost
and did not need the know-how and expertise necessary to run and maintain the
diesel tractor.”

" See the article by Amir U. Khan, “Mechanization Technology for Tropical Agriculture™, in Nicolas
Jequier: (ed.): Appropriate Technology. published by the Development Centre of the Organization for
Economic Co-op. and Devl.. Paris, 1976,
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Example 2

Gari, is a dried cassava product which is the staple food for many West African
societies. In Nigeria, as an example, Gari was prepared manually. As the rate of ur-
banization increased, industrial production methods were introduced. In the 1960s,
a British firm, in cooperation with Nigerian technologies developed a large-scale
technology in Gambia for the production of Gari. However at the time of the Biafran
war in Nigeria, a smaller-scale and simpler technology was developed for the same
purpose. The investment necessary to produce the same out-put as that of the large-
scale technology was four times less and its profitability was much higher. Of more
significance is the fact that the low-cost and more profitable technology was the indi-
genous innovation while the large-scale technology necessitated the contribution of a
highly-industrialized western country — Britain.”

The Impact of Appropriate Technology

In analyzing the impact of appropriate technology one fact becomes obvious: that
this technology is well perceived by the target groups. Zaltman and Duncan em-
phasize that in any planned change process, the three parts of the process: the nature
of change itself, the change agents role, and the recipients or target groups are play-
ing an equally important role in making the change possible. While Rogers and
Shoemakers (1971, p. 45) iterate that in order for a new idea to be receptive it should
possess at least four attributes, namely: (1) it has relative advantage, that the new
idea is better than something else; (2) it is compatible with the value system of the
target group; (3) it is simple, that the innovation could easily be used and under-
stood; and (4) it is trialable, that it can be tried on a small scale basis.

When applying this notion to the introduction of appropriate technology in the
form of the on-plough in tropical Africa or the indigenous Gari machine for that mat-
ter, one could easily match it with those attributes suggested by Rogers and
Shoemakers. It is also paralleled with the AT characteristics suggested by Morrison
(1983).

The impacts of this new technology are felt not only by the rural areas, but also by
the society and economy on the whole. The direct benefits to the rural people include
the increase in agricultural out-put and the enjoyment of better facilities. The most
important impact of the introduction of appropriate technology is the attainment of
“self-sufficiency” and “self-reliance” in terms of basic need satisfaction.

Some Major Concepts of AT

The father of the AT, Schumacher (1975) describes “intermediate technology: as
a technology with a human face.

* P.O., Ngoddy, “Gari Mechanization in Nigeria: The Competition between Intermediate and Modern
Technology”, in Nicolas Jequier (ed.) Appropriate Technology published by The Dev. Centre of the
Orgn. for Economic Cooperation and Devel., Paris, 1976.
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Schumacher went on to suggest that, as a first approximation, the average invest-
ment per work place in manufacturing units, suitable for widespread rural indus-
trialization, should be of the order of RS1,000 excluding the cost of building. De-
tailed design studies should be undertaken on this basis for all industries envisaged
for the rural areas. These studies would themselves disclose whether the average of
RS1,000 was realistic, and that variation, in the average might be required by diffe-
rent industries. This was the first concrete expression of the concept of AT, an idea
that within the next decade was to transform the thoughts and actions of a genera-
tion, both in the poor and the rich countries of the world.

Schumacher claims that this kind of technology would bring a new direction to
technological development, a direction that shall lead to the real needs of men, i.e. to
redirect technology so that it serves man instead of destroying him.

Schumacher’s basic case for “intermediate technology” is laid out in his book
Small is Beautiful. In his own book he attacks some assumptions and attitudes under-
lying most economic development planning. Schumacher argues that traditional
economic thinking has placed too much emphasis on macro-level, rational decision
making with insufficient attention given to the human impacts of change. He prop-
oses the alternative model of a humanistic strategy that systematically studies ways to
achieve given ends with minimal means.

1 believe many of Schumacher’s options include key community development con-
cepts. He advocates the principle of local autonomy, consumer participation in deci-
sion making. For example, he calls for the funding of thousands of inexpensive work
places (such as labor-intensive cottage industries) rather than large factories to aid
employment in poor rural areas.

Appropriate technology according to Schumachers should have the following
characteristics (/bid., p. 175):

— It must provide new and improved work places as near as possible to where
people live now in the rural areas;

— It should be cheap enough to be created in large numbers, without making im-
possible demands on savings or imports; thatis, investment per work place should be
related to income per head;

— Production methods should be simple, place the least possible reliance on im-
ported materials, skills and organization; and

— Production should be directed mainly to meeting local needs.

Jequeler (1976) mentioned that AT would certainly be more useful to a society be-
cause it represents the local social and cultural dimension of innovation. To develop-
ing countries, AT is more beneficial than western imported large scale, capital inten-
sive technology. There are two aspects of AT: the “hardware” and the “software”.
Sometimes both should come together in order for the AT to work well in a given
society.
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There are certain characteristics associated with AT. Marrison (1983) suggests
that AT should possess the following features: (1) small scale; (2) decentralized; (3)
simple; (4) nonspecialized; (5) low costs and (6) labor intensive. Therefore, means of
production that are capital intensive, complex, large-scale, centralized, and re-
source-intensive have undesirable impacts. On the other hand, productive systems
that involve light capital, are small scale, decentralized, labor intensive are approp-
riate because they have desirable impacts. They create meaningful work for all, sup-
ply the basic needs of all, promote self-sufficiency at all levels of social organization
and higher quality of life. '

While there are some arguments on the degree of each of these characteristics,
nevertheless, they are essential features for the kind of technology to be approp-
riately accepted, particularly when considering innovation or adaptation of
technological change in society, especially in developing countries such as Saudi
Arabia.

Morrison argues further that the appropriateness of technology should de-
monstrate the impact on the following :

(1) self-sufficiency; (2) participation; (3) basic human needs s'étisfaction; 4)
equity; (5) sustainability; (6) quality of life; (7) jobs: and (8) health and safety.

The Movement of Appropriate Technology

The appropriate technology movement has different origins in rich and poor coun-
tries. The appropriate technology movement in rich countries like the United States
got started due to a convergence of a wide variety of concerns. These include the
need to find a more harmonious and sustainable relationship with the environment,
identify a way out of the accelerating energy and resource crises, reduce alienating
work disconnected from its products and goals, bring local economies back and
sterile mass culture channelled through the electronic media. Thoughtful, careful so-
cial choices are needed to correct the excesses and imbalances of industrial culture
driven by endless materialism. An essential quality of the AT movement in the Un-
ited States can therefore be expressed by the word “restraint” (Darrow 1981).

The AT movement in poor countries has come out of the recognition that indus-
trialization strategies have not been successfully solving the problems of poverty and
inequality, and that in many cases modernization efforts have been essentially mas-
sive assaults on local culture. The AT movement in the Third World seeks ways to
solve pressing basic problems and creates jobs with resources consisting of local skills
and materials but little surplus cash.

From these different origins, the AT movements in rich and poor countries have
been moving toward each other. The development of renewable energy
technologies, long a chief area of activity among U.S. AT groups, has moved high on
the list of priorities in oil-importing poor countries as well as they have faced high
prices and scarcity of fuel for tractors, and irrigation pumps.
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AT according to Morrison is a social movement, and it must fundamentally be un-
derstood as such. There are several essential points for understanding this movement
as follows :

*1 — AT is a deliberate attempt to mobilize collective action to advocate and pro-
mote change, change that is regarded by those mobilized as both morally right and
urgent.

2 — AT movement is “emergent” in nearly all its characteristics: it is in the process
of forming, becoming, developing. It is dynamic and evolving.

3 — There are social movement organizations (Smos).

4 — There is a “we” group identification with the movement as well as a loose
ranking and a division of labour and those who identify.

5 — There is an alternative of books, articles, and periodicals that informs and
binds the participants.

6 — There are symbols, both positive (solar) and negative (nuclear). The symbols
are expressed in slogans, songs, posters, etc.

7 — There are meetings and gatherings at all levels for information, organization,
development of strategies and tactics, fellowships, and so on.

8 — There are resources, financial and otherwise and ambiguous attempts to gen-
erate further resources. '

9 — There are constant efforts to invent, develop, test and diffuse technologies,
plus other strategies and tactics, to generate technological change” (Morrison, 1983,

pp. 1-4).
Concepts and Definitions of Community Development

The concept of community development was officially adopted at the Cambridge
summer conference on African Administration in London in 1948 and was defined
as :

“As movement designed to promote better living for the whole community with
the active participation and if possible on the initiative of the community, but if
this initiative is not forthcoming spontaneously, then by the use of techniques for
arousing and stimulating it in order to secure its active and enthusiastic response
to the movement™ (Cary 1976, p. 25).

Prior to this time it had been referred to as “mass education™ and was basically a
method developed by the colonialist powers for administering their colonies.

In the last quarter of the century, community development “has become the univ-
ersal concept applied to national prograrhs for development.” The term has been
used widely around the world over the years, community development has been a
rural-bound movement. In Asia, the Middle East and Africa, national community
development programs were undertaken as part of a strategy for rural development.

In different parts of the world community development activities, varying in con-
cept and approach, ranging from fully integrated programs with their own adminis-
trative structures to individual local projects, reflect a trend toward a particular
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strategy of national development, incorporating a certain set of assumptions about
rural communities and the most effective ways of bringing change in them. “Such a
strategy is based on the desirability of giving priority to investment for increasing ag-
ricultural output, of improving communities and social services in rural com-
munities” (United Nations, 1971, p. 8).

People in some developing societies look at community development concept as a
way or method which aims to create a self-determining society in which the people as
a whole can and will exercise a constructive and productive role in the life of the na-
tion, to help in solving social, economic and political problems they are facing.

“Community development will cause the people to view their situation in a new
light, realize new hope for its improvement, and experience the satisfaction of
growth in their capacity for achievement” (Paston 1962, p. 186). William Biddle de-
fined community development as “a social process by which human beings can be-
come more competent to live with and gain some control over local aspects of frus-
trating and changing world” (Biddle 1985, p. 78).

At the same time, Professor A. Dunham defines community development as “an
organized effort to improve the conditions of a community life and the capacity for
community integration and self-direction. Community development seeks to work
primarily through the enlistment and organization of self-help and cooperative ef-
forts on the part of the residents of the community, but usually with technical assis-
tance from governmental or voluntary organisations™ (Dasautoy 1977, p. 123). So,
promotion and improvement of the community is the goal of such development. As
it shows, community development was described as a process of social action in de-
finition given by the U.S. International Cooperation Administration :

“... Community development is a process of social action in which the people
of a community organize themselves for planning and action, define their
needs and problems, make group and individual plans to meet their needs
and solve their problems, execute their plans with a maximum reliance upon
community resources, and supplement their resources when necessary with
services and materials from governmental and non-governmental agencies
outside the community™ (/bid., p. 123).

1 think in the rural areas of the developing countries, where the lack of knowledge
and know-how is affecting the development process, technical assistance is required
in order to help people to learn how to help themselves. As an interested agency, the
United Nations through its specialized organization, come up with a wholistic work-
ing definition of community development which we quote here :

“The process by which the efforts of the people themselves are united with those
of governmental authorities to improve the economic, social. and cultural condi-
tions of communities into the life of the nation, and to enable them to contribute
fully to national progress. This complex of processes is, therefore, made up of
two essential elements: the participation by the people themselves in efforts to
improve their level of living, with as much reliance as possible on their own initia-
tive; and the provision of technical and other services in ways which encourage
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initiative, self-help and mutual help and make these more effective. It is expres-
sed in programs designed to achieve a wide variety of specific improvement”
(United Nations 1971, p. 1).

The UN definition, community development has been defined as a process de-
signed to create conditions of economic and social progress for the whole community
with its active participation and the fullest possible reliance upon the community’s in-
itiative. In my opinion, the success of this process depends upon :

a. The people’s capacity for cooperation and self-help.
b. The extension of technical knowledge.

Considering the U.N. definition, we come up with these ideas :

The community development is by now a universal concept which encompasses
principles such as :

a. State, national, or regional liability in the development efforts by what is pos-
sesses in resources and authority.

b. People are responsible in these efforts as they have to participate and positively
cooperate.

c. The comprehensive character of development.

d. The principle of stimulation and reliance on people’s own initiative.

The Movement of Community Development

The community development movement was launched in the developing world
during the decade of the 1950s. By 1960 over sixty nations in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America had launched national and regional community development programs.

The greatly publicized launching of India’s ambitious community development
program in 1952 gave the movement an added impetus, and until about 1956 this
served as a prototype for national programs in other Asian countries. Leaders in the
Indian programs served as consultants and provided training materials for these new
programs, and numerous government officials from around the world visited India to
observe and/or to attend training courses.

A few United States foreign aid missions established community development of-
fices in the early 1950s, and in 1954 a community development division was estab-
lished in the foreign aid agency’s Washington headquarters under the leadership of
Lewis Minichlier. This community development division, through its personnel and
consultants, was instrumental in promoting development around the world, and a re-
latively small number of individuals spearheaded the United States foreign aid sup-
port.

In the early 1950’s, the American foreign aid agency reproduced and published
materials from newly initiated community development programs. A periodical and
numerous other original and reprinted community development reviews, were in-
itiated in 1956 and continued publication until 1980. These documents and reports
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contributed to the spread of the ideology and techniques being advocated by the Un-
ited States and the United Nations. After the national program in India was initiated
in 1952 with massive support from the Ford Foundation and the United States
foreign aid agency, the United States assisted in launching major programs in Iran
and Pakistan in 1953, the Philippines in 1955, Jordan in 1956, Indonesia in 1957, and
Korea in 1958. Smaller programs were also launched with United States assistance in
Iraq, Afghanistan and Egypt in 1953, Lebanon in 1954, and Ceylon and Nepal in
1956. Under the leadership of the United Nations Department of Economic and So-
cial Affairs, the United Nations agencies generally fostered the community develop-
ment movement during the 1950s in much the same manner as did the United States
foreign aid agency, albeit on a reduced scale. Technical and capital assistance were
provided in launching pilot programs and international conferences were sponsored.
in addition to the preparation of numerous widely disseminated community develop-
ment publications.

However, Holdcro't in his article “The Rise and Fall of Community Develop-
ment,” mentioned that by 1960 some community development programs, including
the major Indian efforts, were faltering and by 1966 most national community de-
velopment programs had been terminated or reduced drastically. The decline of
community development according to these opinions was a result of two interdepen-
dent causes which reinforced each other :

a. Disillusionment on the part of many political leaders in developing countries
with the performance of their programs.
b. The sharp reduction from the major donor.

In terms of economics, Holdcroft states that, “Community development displayed
a double weakness. First, it enlarged social services more rapidly than the production
of rural incomes. Secondly, it could not significantly improve the condition of the dis-
tressed poor and laborers. Both aspects of rural poverty, low production and un-
equal distribation, were not significantly changed by community development. He
takes a negativc view on the perspective of community development and I do not
agree with him on it. But I agree with him that the community development prog-
rams had been reduced by 1950-196(). 1 think this reduction is related to the factors
which he mentioned in addition to =ome others especially in the Third World. For
example, when the people feel that a community development program has an affin-
ity with the political conditions, missionaries, and/or colonialism, they will automat-
ically oppose such a program. In addition, the rural workers were not very skilled to
carry out that kind of program, which needed flexible mature personality.

The Relationship Between AT and CD
in Terms of Concepts and Movements

A. Both AT and CD are Concerncd with Developmerit

We find the AT approaches usually started from the means adopted to enhance the
achievement of social objectives, while CD approaches started from the “process” to
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enhance the achievement of social objectives. The word “development” has been
widely and frequently used by a large number of people all over the world. “De-
velopment” is used to distinguish countries from each other such as developed coun-
tries and developing countries. A lot of adjectives have been used in conjunction with
the word development such as rural development, social development, etc. Hence it
seems quite important to mention some of the definitions of “development.” One
definition which reflects contemporary thinking is Roger’s definition. He said, “de-
velopment is a widely participatory process of social changes in society, intended to
bring about both social and material advancement (including greater equality, free-
dom, and other valued qualities) for the majority of the people through their gaining
greater control over their environment” (Rogers 1976, p. 55). In addition, Rogers
discussed the old and new paradigm of development. According to Rogers the old
paradigm of development was concerned with four materialistic factors: Industrial
revolution, capital intensive technology, the focus on economic man, and a concern
of measuring development in terms of per capita income and other variables. Then
Rogers argued that certain events, such as environmental problems facing the de-
veloped countries and the world oil crisis, combined to “crack the credibility” of the
old paradigm of development. Rogers added that the new conception of develop-
ment which emerged stressed four basic elements: equality and equity, citizen par-
ticipation, optimizing local self-reliance, and integration of the traditional with the
modern.

We find the new concept of development fits to some extent with AT concept.
They both come from the same concerns and include the community participation,
control and the community definition of problems as fundamental concerns, and a
basis for action and evaluation.

B — Community development is a universal concept which encompasses several
major approaches such as: self-help, technical assistance, and conflict approaches.
Each one of these approaches has a specific way to deal with community develop-
ment in theory and practice. While appropriate technology is more concerned with
self-help approach and “self-sufficiency”, the concepts of private technology and
community technology fit well within this self-sufficiency paradigms.

Now I would like to give a brief idea of each approach that is mentioned above.

1 — Self-help approach: This approach assumes that people can come together in
such a way that they can work together in order to improve their situation. D.W. Lit-
trell defined the self-help approach as ““a process that assume people can come to-
gether, examine their surrounding and implement plans for improving™ (Christen-
son and Robinson 1980, pp. 64-67). The philosophy in self-help is that people should
have the opportunity to help themselves and it is the role of community development
to practice in such a manner that people become competent to guide their own de-
stiny.

AT and self-help: Understanding self-help to involve a strategy for development
which is essentially rural, we can see that there are obvious implications for technol-
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ogy policy in the self-help approaches. In resource terms, suitable technology would
utilize labor more than capital and, in the first instance, be directed towards making
land increasingly productive. It should, furthermore, be designed to be responsive to
local organizational and cultural styles — the non-material resources. Initially, basic
needs would be defined, in local terms, and goals would be interpreted as those
which are consistant with self-help. In self-help, technology is no longer seen as “an
exogenous import, to be bought outside whenever needed, or taken-off the shelf,
with the help of foreign consultants and experts. It is instead, seen as a variable to be
nurtured and managed as part of the development strategy as an endogenous factor
of the development process” (Halty, p. 44).

2. Technical assistance: According to Gamim and Fisher, technical assistance ap-
proach 'might be broadly defined as, “The provision of programs, activities, and ser-
vices — to strengthen the capacity of recipients to improve their performance with re-
spect to an inherent or assigned fuction” (/bid., pp. 48-49).

There are several specific assumptions that underlie technical assistance relation-
ships: (1) someone knows about something that another does not; (2) someone de-
cides that the potential recipient needs assistance; (3) there exists a climate within
which a provider-receiver relationship can be established, and someone provides as-
sistance and others receive.

3. Conflict approach: Robinson mentioned that. “social conflict is a behavior
threat by one party directed at the territory rights, interests, or privileges of another
party. The threat is usually directed toward limiting or eliminating one party’s access
to some resource or goal” (Ibid., p. 73). The conflict approach philosophy is em-
phasizing the justice, which is stressing that there should be more equal distribution
of resources in society, and usually focuses on the minorities.

The role of the change agent in the confrontation approach is to get people to-
gether to show them that they have power in numbers and that an organized voice
spoken by an active minority can influence what is done within a community. The
role of agent is not to lead but to help organize.

Viewpoint

It is noted that many Third World countries adopted technical assistance rather
than self-help as the main approach of community development. The overemphasis
of technical assistance contributes to the people becoming more reliant upon their
governments in order to solve their problems and needs.

C - Both AT and CD movements aim to improve the condition and situation of the
people in the communities, especially in the Third World countries. But we find that
AT movement stresses more on the improvement of the conditions of the poor
people in the rural areas of the world. In 1953, Dr. E.F. Schumacher, visited India on
the invitation of the Planning Commission of Jayaprakash Narayan. He was influ-
enced by the Gandhian ideas about industrialization and technology. In 1966 he set
up with other like-minded people the intermediate technologies which would be re-
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ally beneficial to the rural areas of the developing countries. This was the first organi-
zation of its kind in a developed country which advocated cheap, inexpensive and
labour-intensive machines and equipment for the developing countries instead of
sophisticated, modern and highly capital intensive machinery.

Schumacher’s movement of appropriate technology gave a new lease of life to the
concept of village development and the Gandhian movement, reinforced as ex-
pected by Schumacher’s ideas, took a lead in giving a new meaning and a scientific
backing to the rural development programs. If we look to community development
movement we find that it is a peaceful movement that attempts to reduce problems
and illness among the great masses of the underprivileged classes of humanity, espe-
cially in the developing countries by efforts and participation of the people them-
selves.

The movement of CD blossomed in the Third World during the decade of 1950s.
By 1960 many nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America had launched national or
regional community development programs. The greatly publicized launching of
India’s ambitious community development programs in 1952 gave the movement an
added impetus, and until about 1956 this served as a prototype for national programs
in other Asian countries.

D - AT and CD are both concerned with providing a means and tools for pursuing
social objectives. Although CD emphasizes more on satisfying “felt-needs” or
“local-needs”, it is also aimed at fulfilling individual wants. AT approaches achieve
these ends by providing necessary tools such as machinery to be used by the indi-
vidual in the community in order to help him/her achieve satisfaction. Although AT
emphasized more on the “technological aspect” it is rather complementary to CD ap-
proaches.

E — Appropriate technology and community development, can be used as a tool for
solving many problems and can create many spin off benefits for rural and low in-
come areas, such as :

1 — Stimulating production and economic conditions in the rural areas by en-
couraging people to participate and use existing skills and resources.

2 - Increases rural employment and, therefore, will help to ease the migratory
flow to already over-populated urban areas. Increased employment will also tend to
address the inequalities of income and wealth which have developed due to urban in-
dustrialization in developing areas. More individuals will find themselves directly in-
volved in a development process. Their sense of participation and fulfillment will de-
crease alienation. The benefits of AT will go to the rural areas and not just be mea-
sured in terms of the industrialization of the country as a whole.

F - The AT approach considers foreign capital as complement to not a replacement
for, local capital, while community development has tended to emphasize the impor-
tance of foreign capital to the neglect of local capital. Local tools, and implements, as
well as techniques, should be recognized for their relevance and practicality. Foreign
capital should complement their broader utilization in an integrated community de-
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velopment process, because control is a major issue and the CD process allows for
community determination of needs and priorities.

G — The AT concept recognizes that different countries and communities have dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds and motivational values, into which technology must be
integrated. Because of the importance of local traditional and cultural value systems,
the AT attempts to diminish the influence of external cultural domination. One of
the ways this is done is to encourage community participation in the community de-
velopment process. In this way, it will be possible to identify the cultural patterns
within which a technology will be adapted. Reliance on local skills and resources
helps to maintain and strengthen the relevance of local socio-cultural structures.

H - The appropriate technology approach came about because of disillusionment
with technology transfer while community development approach came as a result of
disillusionment with enforcing values (top-down development). It became clear to
development experts that the transfer of western technologies indeed had important,
“hard” impacts and they realized that the massive technology transfers from the in-
dustrialized countries to the developing countries, often raises more problems that it
can solve. They are very costly relative to the income of the local population. In ad-
ditions they require an educational and industrial infrastructure which takes decades
to build up and their disruptive social consequences tend to be much more sudden
than in their culture of origin.

I — AT advocates that any technological innovation to be introduced to the com-
munity should be acceptable to the society for instance it should be small, simple,
and easily operated. This in turn is commensurate with the objectives of CD which
emphasizes “self-sufficiency” which means that the individuals, through using small
technology, could afford to support their own needs.

J — AT with its emphasis on “smallness” makes it more favorable for increasing
women’s participation in the development process. CD does not explicitly encourage
women in the CD process. What is important for CD is “collaboration” of everybody
in the community, in order to achieve the community objectives and goals.

K - AT and CD aim at increasing the awareness among and within the people to-
wards achieving their own goals. Their approaches are generally “bottom-up” as op-
posed to “top-down”

Conclusion

From the analysis I previously described about the community development and
appropriate technology, we conclude the following ideas :

1 — The relationship between appropriate technology and community develop-
ment is more complementary rather than conflicting.

2 — Community development is more concerned with empowering people socially
and/or politically, while appropriate technology is more concerned with empowering
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people economically. Due to this, appropriate technology focuses more closely on
the physical means, and community development more on social process.

3 — Both AT and CD are very important tools for development, and they aim to
improve the conditions and situations of the community life and promote autonom-
ous economic and social development. AT is one of the prime forces of community
development. Whether the need is more food, better education, or improved health
care, AT plays a decisive role. AT is a means of community development.
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