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Abstract

The book titled «Th (or Jayb) al-aris wa rayhdan al-nufiisy [the bride’s
perfume (or collar) and souls’ aroma] by Muhammed al-Tamimi (died ca. 1000
A.D.) is one of the important scientific books in Medieval Islam, as explained in
the “study” section. It is one of the essential sources of Arabic industrial
chemistry of its time, a field which has little literature about it. It is also a basjc
source about aromatherapy. It is the largest book on perfume manufacturing. It
is a rare text; some scholars said that it is not extant. It contains a treasure of
technical terms which concern the Arabic studies. It delivers important texts
from lost sources.

The study presents the treatises on perfumes that were written before, and
contemporary to, our book. We showed that our book became the major or sole
source for the perfume literature that were written later. We also showed that
the author was a pioneer in applied chemistry and pharmacy. We presented a
detailed essay on perfumes’ chemistry in Islam and the place of our book in that
field. The author’s superiority in accuracy, quality control, and professionalism
were explained in the “study” section, with examples from the edited text.

The edited text is the extant 3™ volume of the book only, based on one single
manuscript remaining. Hence we presented, in a tabular form, the parts of the
book quoted by various sources of Medieval Islam. These include the edited
text and other parts which are extant inside other books.

Studying the text showed that the manuscript was split, into several parts that
were scattered into unarranged pieces. These were 31 pieces that were bound
together without arrangement. Those pieces were arranged and grouped into
numbered passages for easy referral to them.

Another task by the editor was to explain the difficult words. Some were
mysterious because of copying errors. Others were - not mentioned by
dictionaries; one has to search for them in classical sources. An appendix was
made for pictures and drawings which identify some tools and materials, and
ten different indices enable the reader to benefit from the edition.
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