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PRELIMINARY NOTE

This edition was carried out between the years
1977 and 1979 while I was living in Shiraz, Iran, and the
final preparation of the typescript for off-setting was
undertaken at the time of the upheaval in Iran during the
winter of 1978/79. The conditions prevailing at that
time were such that it was impossible to find an Arabic-
speaking typist in Shiraz, and there was no Arabic-script
typewriter available. Postal connections were very dis-

rupted and at times completely non-existent.

The manuscript, therefore, had to be typed on a
Persian-script typewriter by a Persian, non-Arab-speaking
typist, and it was consequently badly spaced and con-
tained many mistakes. I tried to correct all the
errors, but there are sure to be some that escaped my
notice. As the text does not present any linguistic
difficulties, the at times awkward spacing will, I hope,

be no more than a minor irritation to the reader.

Another disadvantage of using a Persian type-
writer for Arabic typing is the absence of a td' marblta
on the keyboard, but as there is generally no difficulty
in distinguishing between a ha' and a t&' marbiita in this
text, I thought it unnecessary to add the two dots of

the td@ marbita in each case.

Therefore, I would ask the reader to excuse any

discrepancies or inconsistencies he may find in the text.

Shiraz 1979 Elke NiewbBhner Eberhard



FOREWORD

Despite the Yemen's long tradition of culture and
Islamic learning its native literature and the writings
of its scholars over the centuries are almost unknown
beyond its own borders - except to such scholars as are
specially interested in this province of Arabia. Yet,
both in point of quantity and of quality, the extant
literature of the Yemen is very considerable, and while it
forms part of the general stream of Arabic culture, it has
its own distinctive characteristics. Yemeni scholars
and writers can, at the very least, hold their own with
those of other Arab countries in any of the many fields
into which they have entered - religious studies, figh,
history, belles-lettres, and, of course, above all, verse,
be it in the classical tradition, its later developments,
or popular style and language. Such famous names as
those of al-Hamdani, <Um3ra al-Hakami, al-Zabidi and
others are known to all who have any acquaintance with
Arabic literature, but the important studies of Zaidi
scholars are now just beginning to attract the attention
they deserve outside the Yemen. Yemeni Shafi€i litera-
ture is still little known, and the more utilitarian com-
positions of the Rasulid monarchs on such practical
topics as medicine, agriculture, the art of war, or
farriery, all of which merit an honourable place in
Arabic literature have rarely, as yet, found their way
into print. Most of the important and abundant Yemeni
historical writings are still only available in manu-

script form.
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True it is that the HamId al-Din Imams, YahyZ and
Ahmad, did make some efforts to print important works of
scholarship or literature, but these were all too often
not generally available to readers outside the Yemen.
However, during the last few years, circumstances have
greatly changed, and the riches of Yemen's scholarly and
literary heritage, embodied in the many thousands of manu-
scripts in public, and even those in private hands perhaps,
are now becoming available to scholars, while also there
is a growing interest on the part of Arab and western
scholars in the Yemen and its long established civilisation.
So, too, scholars are turning to examine the long neglected
collections of Yemenite Mss. in the great European libraries
which acquired these from Eduard Glaser and the Caprotti
brothers, as also to the photographic copies of Yemenite

Mss. made by the Dar al-Kutub al-MisrIyah. -

Confronted at close quarters by the great wealth of
Yemeni literature (which, in its broad sense, includes
besides adab, philosophy, law, and the sciences), especially
when one contemplates the numbers of Mss. in the San€a’
collections alone, one is overwhelmed by a sense of help-
lessness - where to start, how to study this literature?
How can one conceive of the broad lines of approach to this
study, and where are the main landmarks in the cultural
history of Islamic Yemen? We certainly have some bio-
graphical collections that can help, such as those of al-

Shawka@ni and Zabara, but even most of the biographical
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sources still remain unpublished, and the two authors

mentioned cover only the more recent centuries.

In this present volume, Mu'allafat hukkam al-

Yaman, Saiyid €Abdulldh Muhammad al-Habshi attempts to
help us approach the formidable task of classifying
Yemenite literature by producing a handy manual of those
rulers in the Yemen who were also authors. There can
indeed be few countries in the world where so many

rulers have not only written, but made a significant con-
tribution to learning. Naturally the definition of a
ruler may seem somewhat arbitrary, and how, for instance,
would one consider the Isma®Il11 da¢is? While royal
authors of such dynasties as the Najahids and RasTlids are
included in this volume, the majority of authors are Zaidi
Imams - nor is this unexpected in view of the necessary
preoccupation of these Imams with theology and law. Saiyid
€Abdulldah al-Habshi's survey certainly assists one to form
some conception of the development of Zaidi thought in the
Yemen, especially in relation to figh, and it helps to
establish a sort of basis of study, though of course there

were numerous other Zaidi writers apart from the Imams.

The scheme of arrangement of the volume is that
the rulers of the Yemen are dealt with in chronological
order, in each case there being provided a summary bio-
graphical notice, a list of sources for the biography, and

a list of the writings of the ruler in question along with
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the local of the Mss. known to be extant in the Yemen, other
Arab countries, or Europe. Some entries of course are
mere citations of titles of which no copy is as yet known

to be extant. Where a work has been printed the edition
or editions are recorded. One may be certain that scholars
will be grateful to Saiyid ©Abdulld@h al-Habshi's biblio-
graphical labours, for, without such works as these, their
own researches would be so much the more difficult to

achieve.

R.B. Serjeant

INTRODUCTION

For the compilation of the Mu'allaf&t hukkam al-

Yaman, Saiyid ©Abdullah Muhammad al-Habshi made use of
libraries and catalogues as well as biographical works
dealing with Yemeni scholars and well-known men of the
Yemen.

As al-Habshl is living in San<3a', his most

important library source is, of course, the Library of

the Great Mosque (al-Jami® al-KabiIr) in San<i', generally
called Maktaba al-Jamic. The library is comprised of
two parts which are quoted as follows

1. Maktaba al-Jami€® = main part (al-qism al-ra'isi),

also called Maktaba al-Auqidf.

2. Maktaba al-Jami , al-Kutub al-musddara or

al-Maktaba al-Mutawakkiliya or

Maktaba al-Im3am Yahyd or

al-Maktaba al-Musadara

or a mixture of all these three = the books
originally belonging to the Im3m Yahya Hamid al-
Din and confiscated after the fall of the imamate.
Because of its location in the eastern part of
the Great Mosque, this part is also called al-

Maktaba al-Sharqiya.

al-Habshl uses another public library in San<3'
as a further source of reference and sporadically refers

to it as the Dar al-Kutub bi-San€i' which is connected

with al-Madrasa al- “Ilmiya. This Dar al-Kutub should




not be confused with the Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya which is

frequently cited as Dar al-Kutub only.

Whenever manuscripts in private libraries in San€a‘'
and other South Arabian towns are mentioned, the names of
these libraries are always quoted in full together with the
manuscripts. al-Habshi considers the most important
private library in San€a' to be that of the historian

Muhammad Zab3ara (Maktaba al-Mu'arrikh Zab&dra) which is

today in the possession of the descendants of Zabara.

For European libraries al-Habshl used the following
manuscript catalogues
1. Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum orientalium qui in
Museo Britannico asservantur. Pars secunda, codices
arabicos amplectens (by W. Cureton and C. Rieu)

London 1846 - 71.

2. C. Rieu, Supplement to the catalogue of the Arabic
manuscripts in the British Museum. London 1894,

3. As the title of the catalogue of the Ambrosiana in
Milan, al-Habshi cites the following : Catalogo dei

manuscritti arabi di nuovo fondo della Biblioteca
Ambrosiana, Vol. I, codici 1 - 475. Rome 1910 - 19.
(I cannot verify this title, but maybe he means to
say: E. Griffini, Lista dei manoscritti arabi,
nuovo fondo della Biblioteca Ambrosiana di Milano,
in ROS 3 - 8, 1910 - 19).

4. A. Nicoll, Bibliothecae Bodleianae codicum manu-
scriptorum orientalium catalogi partis secundae
volumen primum arabicos complectens, Confecit A.

Nicoll, editionem absolvit E.B. Pusey, Oxford 1821 - 35,

-XI-

In addition to the above, al-Habshi obtained
further information concerning other manuscripts kept in
Europe, from the Arab translation of Carl Brockelmann's

"Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur" (Ta'rikh al-adab

al- €arabi, tarjama ©Abd al-Halim an-Najjar, Cairo 1961).

al-Habshi does not say whether he took references to
other non-European libraries (e.g. Cairo, Istanbul) from
Brockelmann or whether he used special catalogues for

this purpose.

Saiyid ©Abdull@ah is purely an Arabic scholar with
no study of European languages.' Therefore, the manu-
script numbers taken from European catalogues are not
always quoted correctly and sometimes the manuscript
number is missing altogether. While editing this volume
I, unfortunately, did not have access to the catalogues
and, therefore, was unable to verify completely or correct
his quotations. But there seems to be no reason to
doubt the existence of a manuscript in a library named by

him.

The biographical texts which al-Habshi used as

sources are added to his work in an index (Fihris masadir

tardjim al-hukkam). This index is meant primarily to

facilitate the use of the book and, therefore, it is
arranged in alphabetical order of titles. In this way
it is possible to find easily those biographical sources

which only appear with their titles when cited in
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connection with the appropriate ruler. Only those titles

are included which al-Habshi himself quoted in the list of

each rulerts biographies. Where the text contains other
references to biographical or secondary literature, such
references are only included in the index if they deal
specifically with the rulers of the Yemen. They are
not included if they relate to Islamic history in general.
A more or less complete compilation of all Arabic works
relevant to the history of the Yemen is to be found in

the bibliography Mardji€ ta'rikh al-Yaman, Damascus 1972,

by the same author Saiyid €Abdulldah Muhammad al-gdabshT.

It gives the particulars on editions and manuscripts for
each work cited. With respect to the first ruler men-
tioned, the Imam al-Hadi il3d 'l-Haqq Yahy3a ibn al-Hussain,
there are, moreover, many bio-bibliographical particulars

to be found in C. van Arendonk's Les débuts de 1'imamat

Zaidite au Yemen, translated into French by J. Ryckmans,

Leyden 1960.

At the end of the list of biographical works
relating to each ruler, I have noted whether or not the
ruler is mentioned as an author in one of the two

following Arabic literary histories

1. GAL = Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der
arabischen Litteratur, zweite, den Supplement-
bidnden angepasste Auflage und Supplementbinde,
Leiden 1937 - 49 (zitiert nach der ursprlng-

lichen Seitenzdhlung).

-XITI-

2. GAS = Fuat Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen

Schrifttums, Band I, Leiden 1967.

The works mentioned by al-Habshi for each ruler
have also been compared with the data compiled by Brockel-
mann and Sezgin. In the case where there were entries,
these have been recorded immediately following the infor-
mation for each particular work; if not, the respective

works have been marked in the following manner :

* ... asterisk in front of the title - means
the work is in existence but not noted either
in GAL or in GAS

+ ... cross in front of the title - no manu-
scripts of the works are known, and it is not

noted in GAL or GAS.

Very rarely, e.g. p. 73, No. 23, al-Habshi gives
only the title of a work, without mentioning any parti-
culars about the existence of manuscripts. al-Habshi
sometimes uses (9 as an abbreviation for 48,9 and Z for
}ia&gf . His way of expressing and mode of writing
are generally very inconsistent, but it has only been
corrected where necessary for full understanding of the
text. Special Yemeni expressions have, of course, not

been changed.

Only an index of the works of all rulers has
been appended to the bio-bibliographic index. A

general index of persons and subjects has not been
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included because the importance of al-Habshi's work does
’ &,&J‘dw‘ L;]sdeJ‘M)UL).J‘JL).&J JM‘UL’GY'Q‘*”‘ Uﬂ,_“

not lie in the biographical information listed by him, . e FD<C.E>H K '&2,25' c (B e0 . diw Jiay
but in his collection of titles of works known to have
been written by each individual ruler.

(<)
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included because the importance of al-Habshi's work does
not lie in the biographical information listed by him,
but in his collection of titles of works known to have

been written by each individual ruler.

Shiraz 1978 Elke NiewBhner-Eberhard
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