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Tamerlan, Par le barond’ Chsson , Amsterdam , 1834 -
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the year of Cyrus the Great, affords us the opportunity to
study the great role the Persian kings have played during
these 25 centuries in supporting and encoureging Persian
men of science and letters which has resulted in the fact
that Iran has always been the centre of learning and the
propagator of knowledge -

Now, the University Of Isfahan in fulfilment of one of
its many debts to society has asked Dr. Kamal Moosavi to
prepare the present text on «The Appendices of Al-Munjid>»
Dr. Moosavi has received his Doctorate in Islamic Studies
from the University of Tehran and, at the moment, he
holds the position of Assistnt Professor in the Faculty
of Letters and Human sciences at the University of Isfahan .
With great diligence and with admirable critical ability he
has discussed the mistakes relating to Persian arts, sciences,
geography , history or any other Persian topic which is
contained in « The Appendices of Al-Munjid, » so that the
future editions of this valuable work may be duly corrected.

The University of Isfahan does not claim that the
present work is final or definitive, but according to the
saying «lack of perfection should not prevent one from
trying » it has undertaken its publication and sincerely

hopes that this work will be the forerunner of many

such works in future -

Dr. Ghasem Motamedi
Chancellor

University of Isfahan




One of the sources through which the Arabic language
and the Islamic learning have been introduced to the
world is the Al-Munjid which was first published in Leba -
non in 1908 and which has since gone through numerous
editions with many words and corrections added each time.

In the same way that European scholars published
their literary and scientific works in Latin, ever since
the rise of Islam, Persian scholars have written most of
their works in Arabic which was the lingua-franca of the
Islamic world, In fact, some Persian scholars like Sibawaih
were themselves the founders of Arabic grammar and
linguistics, and laid the foundations of many branches of
Islamic learning. Therefore, it is extremely difficult to make
a distinction between Persian and Islamic sciences. Many
Persian scientists, historians and medical - scholars wrote
their books in Arabic and came to be known as Arabs,
while they were born and bred in Iran .

Every nation has the right to scrutinize the reference
books and the dictionaries written in a foreign language
bearing upon the history, geography or other aspects of its
country, to correct the occasional mistakes which might
have occurred, so that the later editions might be improved.
This has nothing to do with racial or national prejudices,
but the aim is purely for thesake of elimination of mistakes.

This year (1350 A. H. S.) which is the anniversary of
the 2500 years of Persian monarchy, and which is called
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