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"PYKONKCE CTHXOB ans-Axpaca", Baraaz,
1963

"Iayz-nawa y HOHEU NDaBJ6HUA MaMINKOB B
Upaxe®, Barzaz, 1967 T,

"Counannsy, HEINOHBMMSY U UX BINSHNE Ha
COBDEMEHHYN M033up", Kaup , 1968 r,

Cooprr KN CTNXoB: "CoBecTs BpeMenn",
Anercanmpua, 1950 r., "Menommu", Azexcangpus,
053 WL e knanu", Beiipyr, 1960 r.,
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VI3BeCTHHA UpaxCKU#t yueruit, noaT U oOWECTBEH-
Huft meATens a-p Oced Ussexmmu pozuiacsa B T.baaxyla
/Vpak/ B 1922 r. Bucmee 06pasoBaH/e NOMYUUNI B
AnexcanzpuitckoM yHuBepcutTeTe. B 1956 1. JIOHZOHCKUM
YHUBEPCUTETOM €My OHIOIPUCBOERO YUSHOE 3BaHME IOK-
Topa ¢uuocodun. C TOro %€ TOZE8 HAuAN NMPENONABATEH
Ha QaKyIBTETE NUTcpaTypH LATAAACIOr0 YHABEPCUTETA.
B 196 T. eny Ouno npucsoeBo 3Banue mpofeccopa. C
1962 r. paGoTaeT reHepanbHEM CexpeTapeM HpaxcKol
avameMmy Hayk. B 1964 r. OHn M30paH AeiicTBUTEIB-
HEM uleHoM AwameMuu. .

I-p Vced Mszenmmu - ozu+ M3 OCHOBaTENEd M
cexpeTaph Accouvanuy Upaxckux mucarenelt, T'uaBHHR
peZakTop xypsana "An- Kyrrac", M3zawwuerocs 3TOH
Accornuanuer.

JuscTBOEAN B DAIE MEXIYHAPOZHHX U MeKapasd-
CKAX KOHQEepeHL Uit BOCTOKOBEXOB W mMucarenei.

Ero ocnosHbEe TDYIH: :

"OcoGenrocTy upakcrofi mossuu I9 B.",bBarzax,
1958 m., 2 n=n.Honp, 1965 T,

"CoBpereHHasd WpaAKCiafd NO93MA ¥ BAWAHME HA
Hee TOMWTHUECKWX ¥ COLUMANBHHX Teuenwit", barzaxm,
1960r,,2 usn.Kaup,1265 r, i
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TlonEeH NPUEECTH  NC<DEHHNN CIAaT0ZapHOCTH 34
OKA3aHHYD MHE LEeHHYW NoMoub CONTaPCKOMY MAHEUCTPY 5
M3BECTHOMY TIMCATENN U TpencelaTen]n OGuecTBa ZADYR-
6H ¥ HYABTYDHHX CBA3EH C 3apyOeXHHMN CTDaHaMU
npodeccopy T'eopruw IunnTpoBy-T'omKHHEY , AUPEKTOPY
BOCTOUHOTO oTznena T-ke Mapum MuxafimoBo#h 1 BGEM
paGOTENKAM HYIBTYDH, B TOM TUCIE PypaTy an-lxaBaxupi.
IprEOFy 0B 67aTOLAPHOCTE CONDOBOXAABMUM MEHS
llenxe Karepuuomof m Vopzany lleesy, ceMbe Baitpax-
TapoKUX, O¥238BUEX MHE N6E3HOE TOCTENPAUMCTEO.
Bonpuyw NoMOWH B NOATOTOBKE U3ZBHMA OKE3AI MHE
npodeccop I'ypruc Aeagu 7 70oMEEeH TarEe No0NaroZapuTh

poero gpyra O.XosTyHosKMua 33 TNEDPEBOA Npe INCIOBUA
® DTOIf KHUTEe HA pyccnumii A3HK, pacounX runorpadyn
29 WY TOMOUB W =C6eX, KTO NOMOT MHE 38BEDUUTE 3TY .

patory.

\ oy
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AKTUBHO YUaCTBYWT yuaurecd, CTYIEHTH U WHTENINUTEH-
nusa. OOGHYHO BO BPEMf STOrO Npas3ZHUKaA OOJATapH Haze-
BapT HAlUWOHANBHHE OLEIH.

llo cayuamw nOABAEHNEe B CBET CBoefl MepBoil mociue
Bo3Bpamerus us Donrapum ny6amgaunu, f XoTend OH OT=-
METUTE Te 700pHEe UyBCTBA ¥ HUPOKOE TOCTENDMUMCTBO,
KOTOpDHE OHJIM NDOABJIEHH KO MHE CONTapCKUM HapOIOM
I ZeATEeNAMN KYyIbTYDPH. DHIO CIENaHO BCE BO3MOXHOE,
YyTOOH CO3ZaTh ONATONPHUATHHE YCIOBHA IJNA MOoedl patcoTH
W OTAHXa, Cayxaume OUOILUOTERW C TOTOBHOCTBHO BHIOI-
HAJW MOWN 38Ka3H HE8 HHUTU.

lHe XOTENOCH OH TaKHe HETIPDEMEHHO OTMETUTH
3IeCh BeIyuuecs B CTpPaHE CTPOUTENBHre DPaGOTH ¥ NpOT—
pPecc “yABTYpPH B Pa3NUUHHX 06nacTAX ®U3HW Lonrapum,
C KOTODHMY A NMO3HSKOMWICH BO BPEMA NMOE3ZKN MO CTpa-
He. [Ipy3HEKN SKOHOMWYECKOTO I KYJIBTYPHOT'O NPOTpPECcca
3aMeTHH BO BCEX CONrapCKUX TopoZax U cejax,u 9TOoT
NPOTPECC HHUYTh HE MEHBUE, YeM B JNOOHX IDPYyI'UX TO=
porax ¥ cenax EBpONH,

Hazewchs, uTO NpoBeZeHHAA MHOW CKDOMHAA pado-
Ta 0 PEeTuCTpauuy YacTHW ZOCTHEeHNH apalcrolt MECIN
W MYCYNBM3HCKOT'O HACNEZCTBA ¥ O3HAKOMIGHUE C HUMA
HCclezoBaTenell, MuCIUTENE W nucaTeneit, NMOCHYEUT
Pa3BUTUK MICHHHX ¥ KYJABTYDHHX CBA3EH MERAy ZODPOTHM-
Hamemy cepzuy Mpakom, apaGekoli mauwell u Hoarapueit u
€€ HapOZOoM.




g

HuXx ynommﬁammcﬁ nx BOMHH C cocenaMy u GELCTBUA,
MOCTUTABINE UX CTDPaHy. An-Bakpn HasHBAeT WX CIaBf-
HauM . On onucuBaer y3KNE OTEHKIH GONTapCKUX NOCJaH-
nes," OHOHcaHHHX WYPOKUMY YKDAIE HH MY 30JI0TOM U CE-
peGpoM moncamy. OH TOBOPUT, UTO OHM 3HANT HECKOJIBKO
3HKOB W TepeBenu EBanTenve HA CIABAHCKUI ABHK.
An-Baxpy cooﬁmaem 0 BHCOTE WX TOP U ynoTpedaseMoil
pMy Tivme., OH MAmET, YTO 3TO GnarozaTHas CTPAHA U B
neil He OwBaeT TonozZa. OH TAKKE ONMCAN WX OOHYAH,
Npou3pacTapuUe TaM QPYKTH, RUBYWUX TaM NTHI, 60J-
T8DPCKME MYBHKAIBPHHE WHCTPYMEHTH W HBNINUTKH.,
HauvonanpHaa OnOnnNoTEexa OHJA OCHOBaHE B
1879 r. BpeMeEHOfl pyccroft amMuEuUCTpauueil nocuie
ocBoGoxzZeHUA Bonrapny B I878 r. OT TOCMOZACTBA
OcMaHcxoff WMNEDpHH NMoZx Ha3BaHWeM "becmiaTHasg myoC-
nYuHasg OMOauoTewa". 3aTeM OHA OHNE NEpPENEHOBAHA
2 Doarapcyo HAUMOHANBHYD GHOAKOTEKY.
3Zaue OMOANOTEKRN 1O KpacoTe K pasMepaM
NPUHCIAGRAT ¥ JNyYmuM OWONUOTEYHHM 3TaHUAM N3 TEX,
YTO MHE NPUXOZWIOCH BUZETH B EBpone., bucanorexra
Ha3BaHa mMenaMy Knmpunna n Medozma B naMaTh O COCTa-
BUTCNAX COBPEMEHHOTO OONTAPCKOTO aniasuTa. Panee
B Boarapyu— moAB30BANNCH I'DEUYECKNM W JTaTWHCKIM ajl-
QapuraMu. Kapwan m Medozu# Ounm GpaThaMHU K3
Canomix. NX oTem OHI Tpex, & MaTh — GOJNTApKA.
14 Mag xaxzoro Toja COoJXTapH TOPXSCTBEHHO OTMEYaNT
PX TaMATh, DTHM TOPXECTBA NDPELCTABIANT cOCOH KpymH-
HOE COONTHE B KYABTYPHON muauy Boxrapum. B HUX

(L2
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Poarapus ¥ GoJjTrapH yNOMHEAKTCH B UCTOPUUYECTHX
apaber¥X W MYCYABMAHC "HX COUMHEHNAX. B HMX TOZLpPOG-
HO TOBODUTCH O GONTapax, MPUBOZATCH WHTEDECHHE (aK-
TH, ONWCHBAETCH WX KU3HB, TOPTOBHE GBABZN, TPAZULUM,
06HuYal, NepeceNeHnA, UMEHA WX KHA3€H W mieMex., He-
KOYOpHE ABTODH NMOCETHIN WX CTPAHY M DPACCKA3HBANT O
Hell xax OUYEBUAUH, a APYyTr¥Ue NepenanwT CBEISHUA,
nonyqennme UME OT NyTeNeCTBEHHUKOB. [lepBoe ymomu-
HaHme O Oynarapax, BOBMOXKHO, OTHOCHTCH K 3 BEKY
XUIEPH /9 B.H.3./ lloneamHe CBEZSHNA O HIX IpUBO-
zaTcs B "Mycyasmancxoft SHHHRHOHGEMH" n B “reorpau
i}l an«Aanaﬁyc n EBponw", B TOM UNCIE O TOM,YTO
3TOT HAPOJ TEPEeCelnIcsa Y3 WEHO-DYCCKUX DABHUH,
060CHOBaNCH B Gaccefine Lymag W 06pasoBa; BMECTE
CO CHIaBAHAME TOCYZ8PCTBO. B&EHHE CBEZGHHA NPUBO-
mnT W6 Qagnam, HampaenerHH{ XamudoM an-Myxrazu-
pOM, TOCJOM a'chaHy_xaaapOB nb 3aMpocy WX NpaBd-
TENA IAA OSHOKOMICHMAC UCIAMOM. ITY OTDPaHY noceém—
am raxkke B 16 B. AGn an-Xamun anwﬁnnanycm i MGH
‘Baryra.

l6n- ®aznaH pacc asHBaeT O HOGGTMBmeM ero 6yﬂ~
TapcKOM KHA3E, 0 6TO0 Y ZMBUT €I BHOI mmaﬂm,'ero CHDOM-
HOCTW U NMWGBYM K Hemy Hapoza 3a ero OMaTopPOAHbI
HpaB., _ | i

BoXrapH NOAZEDXNBAIN TOPTOBHE CBA3H C MYCYIB-
luancmnmn CTpaHEMH, BHBO3f 13 me TTBHM, opymwe 7
POEYApHHO M37EINNA, B VOTOQHEK&X POBOpMTCH yTo OﬂMH
n8 WX KHA3eH anHﬂn neIaM U apadc 108 UMAS Hmaa@ap
n6H AGZ Annsx.CBoe WM OH UGKGHMI HE MOHETAX, B

!_oe




DPYRONNCH TNOCTYNMAW K3 MeueTeill, MYCYIBMAHCXUX peiu-
THO3HHX MKOM ¥ U2 Bary(QHHX OMOINOTEK, WMEBINXCH
panee B bonrapuu. B OCHOBHOM B DyKONNCAX yHNOMHHA-
0TCA clexyvmue ropoza: Buzuu, CamoxoB, Codud.
Yaers pyrommcelt mpomcxozur us Kawpa, Barzaza,
Cram6yna u ZDPYTUX MYCYIBMAHCKUX TOPOZOB.

HamGonee zIpeBHNM MAHYCKDUNITOM GUCANOTEKH
ABNAETCA, BO3MOXHO, KHuUTA "Jlatand azn-Umapar"

AGy Kacena A6man Kepuma no6n XaBasux aa-Kymeiipw,
CKOHYaBUETOCA B 465 r.x. 'ozmoBuura eTo DPOXICHMA
OHna oTMevueHa B OméauoTewe. KHura Owna 3aBelaHa
Ocedou n6r IxkynafizoM, KOTOpHE COCTEBUA XHUBHEONU-
caHMe asTopa. Bo BTOpoff uacTW NpPUBOAATCA KOMMOH-
Tapu¥ ¥ Kopary, HauuHag ¢ cypw "llewepa".

B ouSnuorere nrenTCA peIKNe BSKBEMIJIADH DPYyKO-
nucet, 9T0 mpexse Bcero "HysxaTr ai-MyuwTaxK i
NXTUpaK an-adar" meputa an-lzpucw. 3To - NOIHMIH
DK3ENNIAP Ha NPEKPACHO# OyMare ¢ LBETHHMM Kapra-
mMu. Boarapcwnft Bocrorosex n-p Bopric Xpucton Hezxos
MCCNeI0Bal YaCTh PYKONUCH, KAcaoUywcA NONOKEHIA B
Boarapum ¥ cocezrmx semaax B I2 Bexe. lccazgzoma-
HWe OnyOJMKOB3HO HQ OOATAPCKOM A3HKE. B HEM NpuBo-
IUTCA COOTBETCTBYDIMA ApaGCHUNl TEHCT. DK3EMOAAD
pyxonucy Halizen B MeueTu [Mayman. OH zaTupoBan
I505 r. v pepenucan ¢ NOANMHHOTO TEKCTa. lpodeccop
Hezxos cumTgeT, uTO KApTH OHAN COCTABICHN HE CAMUM
an-Uzpucu, NMOCKONBKY B HUX HMEOTCHA ABHHE  DACXOK-
OEHNAA C TEHCTOM KHUTH,.
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Xazucu

cTopua - 57
T'eorpadus - 10
JurepaTypa =3 T2p
Nzeonorus - 180
MycyapmaHcx0e NpaBo - 800
fI3ng - 700
llponioBe A% - 350
dunocodusa - 350
Hayka - 200

MonuTBH ® 1nOMMHOBEHHA 200

fl npucTynuaI K COCTABIEHMD ONWcH pyxomnuceit
70 paszenam JNUTEpaTypa, mecTopud, reorpagud, HO
HATOJKHYJICA Ha COJBWNE TPyAHOCTH, HECMOTDA Ha
TIDUJIOREHHNE 70 MEHA YyCWAUS B DTOM HANDABICHUM.
Oxasalioch HeNEeTKO ONpEeAenuTh NMEHa aBTOPOB M
3aTNABUA DYKOMNUCEN, MOCKOABKY 4YacTh M3 HUX CO-
¥PaHuNIach He NMOAHOCTRD. [ake B OTHOLGHUM LEJHX
SK3EMNAAPOB 3T0 OHNO HEJNETKO, ITH TPYLHOCTH IpH-
WJI0CH MPEONONEBATH TEPNEHWEM W YHODHLM TpynoM. f
KnaccuiMINPOBAN DYKONWCY G yXasaHUeM coGparmit, B .
KOTOpHe OHY BXOnAT. MHe npmxom mocy paborars B
OMONUOTERE C YyIPA ¥ IO €€ 33KDHTUA NMO3ZHO BEUEDOM,

PaGoTHUKY OUONMOTEKM KaTaJOTW3UPOBanM NpUMEp-
Ho 900 pyxonwmcel. B 3Toit CuCamorexe GoraTHe co6Gpa-
HUA TYPEUKUX pykxomucell U ofUUUMANBEHHX TOKYMEHTOB,
llocne zaux HacunTHBaeTcA oKolo 500 THcAY., ApaGerue
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MEOW OHIO MONyUEeHO MNGe3HOe NPUTIaLeHNe TMOCETUTE
Bonrapul, YToOH O3HAKOMUTHCHA C 8PAOCKUMI DYKOTNHGMH ,
XDAaHAUMMUACH B LEHTpanBHOM Gmomuorexe.Codmn. Tosszxa
OHNa pacunTaHa Ha IBa8 MecANa, ONHAKO, Haqan0Jp860Tm B
Barzaze:: om yHUBepcuTeTe M Axazmemuy ‘Hayx Mpana He N03BO-
IMIO MHE TOMHOGTHH BOCHONB30BATHCH HTHUM CPOKOM ./

MHorme yccneznoBaTeNy He sHawT, uro B Codun
ecTh apadckie pyxonucu. MHe NpeacTaBAANOCE, YTO
3TH DYyKOTMCY MOXHO TEpeCuUnTaT®h MO NanblaM. Ha'ca-"
MOM %6 7iélle 0Ka3alnoch, UTO HX KOJUUECTBO NpeBHEAET
TP THCAYM U UTO OHM OXBATHBANT BCE OTPEGIY 3HAHWI.
BonBuiT ¢TBO NOCBALEHO MYCYNIBMEHCKOMY HDABY, LaDU-
aTcKuyM - feTBaM ‘OCHOBAM GOTOCHOBKE, TpaMMaTue,
MODRONIOTUN,  CTUNUCTHKE, PUTODUKE U - HWYCYABMAHCKOMN -
dunocoduy.- B GuénnoTexe wMeeTCA TNpUMEpHO 200 ‘pyKO-
nucell mo BompocaM MELMIWHH, SCTPOHOMNE ‘% M3TEMaTH-
k1 ¥ oxono 90 3%3. Kopana. HauMesrpmnee HoINMUECTBO -
pyKOmucelt 3aTpsTHBAET BOHDOCH' AMTEPATYPH, ‘NCTODPUN
1 Peorpaﬁmm Hmme HpMBGﬂHTCH OGMHG H&BHHG 0 pyﬂonm—
CAX: . 4 5 D GO
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I-p Neced VasenavH

ApaGoxue PYKONUCH B Haunonansolt
6ucmnorere Codum um.Knpunna H
Medomus.

Nananue Axapevuu Hayx  Wpaxa.

barzam, 1968 r.
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.-Arabic Poetry: in. Iraq, in  the Nntecnth Century . -its Aims -
and Trends. Baohdad 1958. Cairo, 1965.
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9. Khairi Al-Hindawi, ( An Iragi poet ) His Lnfc and Poc,t]3 Lectures

delivered at the Institute of Research and Arabic Studiés, Cairo 1965.
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10. I\/Iodern Arabic Liter ature, Essays and studies Baﬂhdad 196%..
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5. Member of the Board of Al-Jamhuria House for Printing and
Publishing,

6. Sometines member of the Publisling Committee < Al-Aglam”
Review issued by the Ministry of Culture and Guidance .

7. Sometines member of the editorial Committee of “ Al-Mu’allem
Al-Jadid” , a review issued by the Ministry of Education.

8. Chief Editor of “Al-Kitab” Review issued by the Iraqi Writers

and Authors Association.

9. Member of the Board of the Iraqi Academy Review.
PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES:

1. Arab Cultural Conference, Alexandria, 1950.

2. Orientalists Conference, New Delhi, 1964.

3. World Writers Conference, Wiemar and Berlin, 1965.

4. The Urgent Conference of Afro-Asian Writers, Peking, 1966.
5. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Baghdad, 1965.

6. Afro-asian Writers Conference, Beirut, 1967.

7. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Cairo, 1966.

8. Arab Writers Conference, Cairo 1968,

TRAVELS:
Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania, Austiria, Italy, Greece, Holland,
Belgium, East and West Germany, Spain, France and England,

SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS
1. In the Conscience of Time (Poems), Alexandria, Egypt 1950 .
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2. Ballads, Alexandria, Egypt, 1953. '
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ABRIEF BIOGROPHICAL NOTE ABOUT THE WRITE R

NAME: Prof. Dr. Yousif Izzidien
BIRTH: B’aquba, Iraq, 1922
. QUALIFICATIONS
a) B. A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1950.
b) M.A. Hons . Alexandria University, 1953.
¢) Ph.D., London University, 1956.
CAREER
Teacher in Secondary Schools.
Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Baghdad University, 1956.
Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts, 1958 .

Secretary General, Iraqi Academy since, 1962 .

SO e T

Director General for Press and Guidance, Ministry of Culture and
Guidance, 1966.
Active Member in the [raqi Academy, 1964,

N oo

Professor of Arabic Literature, University of Baghdad.
SOCIAL ACTIVITVIES:
1. One of the founders of the Iraqi Writers’ and Authors’ Association.
2. Elected as Secretary for this Association and re-elected several
times..
3. Member of the Administrative Council of the Iraqi Red Crescent
Association.

4. Member of the Royal Society for Literature in London.
1y
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The kindness extended to me by the Director of the Oriental
Department , Mrs. Maria Mihaylova, will, always, remain vivid in
my; memory . i ‘ : .

1 should also like to thank the 'maney reprcsc-ntativeé of Builgar.ia‘s
cultural staff who helped me duj_'ing" my stay, especially Mr. Furat
Al Jawahri, I cannot forget the hospitality < and -kir‘ldn:css-‘ of the
Fam Bairaktarski family, and my thanks goes also to Miss Penka
Katerinova and Mr . Joran Peef who accompanied me Visits *to many
places of interest. l i

I wishto record here my sincerest thanks to Mr. . Stephan Stoev,,
the Bulgarian representative in Iraq. To Mr. Gurguis Awwad,
to my two colleagues : Prof . Dr.Saleh Al- Ali and Prof Dr. M. A .
Marzouk andto my-Prof . Dr. Ibrahim Shawketand to Mr.. Sabih Radif
the Librarian of the Iraq Academy, and to - all thds.c who have helped

ne in completing. this book I offer my deeply - felt thanks.

Baghdad e - Yousif Izzidien’
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~and kings - One of their Princes was converted to Islam ,and ohanood

‘This nam{, to an Afabic one « Jaafar Iben Abdullah ? and str uck COlI’]dU

'bcanno his name.

 Some of the Muslcm authms travelled through Bu}nal ia a.nd
: ha\c left f01 us a vivid, 1d<,a, of thc coun‘ny and its people . Other
writers ,, however , depend on informations given by - those who had
visited the country

1% One of the most outstanding Arabic books is that written by Ibn
: Fadlan who visited Bulgaria in the 10th " century A .D. He gives
us a very inter esting = picture oi thc prifee ol Buldana whom
he visited in May , 922 A e Muslem  traveller points out
that - thc Bulgarians vrere u\tmmd} fcnd of this plmcu for his
modesty and generosity . He had no need for guards in hlwtla\d%
. throughout the country because he trusted his people .

Trade relations between Bulgaria “and the Islamic world were
“f]ouriqhing The Bulgarians imported many Arab wares , particﬁlarl&
«textiles,- pottery and wmpons :

The Bulgarian authonues did - their utmost ‘Lo make my Vi sﬁ;
useful and pleasant in their country They -did their best to make
ne feel at home whether in the Library or ontside it.

I cannot forget the: great help given to me by Prof .- Georgi
.Dimitrov¢Goshkin”, Minister, & famous v riter and head of the Committée
‘for Friendship and Cultural: Relations “with foreign countries ..

-\. ‘\.e
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I began my study of the Arabic MSS in this Library with those
dealing with history, literature, and geography.lt was a rather arduous
task to catalogue the MSS as most of the titles and names of the

authors have been lost.

Of the 3,000 Arabic MSS. only 900 had already been catalogued.
Most of the Arabic MSS. were collected from various m.osques
n Widen, Smake, Fidin, Shoman and Sophia; and a few of them
have been brought from Cairo, Baghdad and Istanbul.

The most anc’ent Arabic MS. in the library is the “Lataif al Isharat”
by Abul- Qasim Abdul Karim Ibin Hawazin al Qushiry who died
in 465 A.H. (1073 A.D.) and whose birthday was recently celebrated
by the Central Library. This MS. deals with the commentary of the
second half of the Holy Quran

A rare copy of AL -TIdrisi, “Nuzhat ul Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al Af aq J
was discovered in the library. It is a complete copy, written on good
paper, and contains coloured maps. It was copied in 1505 A.D.,
Dr. Boris Christoff Neddkoff, the Bulgarian Orientalist, has published
the Arabic text containing a description of Bulgarian and the neighbou-
ring lands, with a Bulgarian translation. He indicates the difference
between the text and the maps included in this MS. He thinks that

these maps are of a later date than the text .

It should be noted here that Bulgaria was not unknown to the
Arabs during the Middle Ages. It isoften mentioned in their books
on history and geography where Muslem authors describe many
interesting things about Bulgarian customs and  traditions.
They have also recorded for us the names of the Bulgarian tribes

111




I had the great fortune to be invited to Bulgaria and was afforded
an opportunity to examine the Collection of Arabic manuscripts in the
Central Library of Sophia.

I had never expected to find such a great number of MSS in
the Library. They number more than 3,000 in all branches of
knowledge dealing mainly with the Islamic religion, the Arabic
language, and Islamic philosophy. In addition to these Arabic MSS .
there are about half a million Turkish MSS.

The Library was founded in 1878 A.D., when Bulgaria attained
its independence from the Ottoman rule.

The building is one of the best public libraries I have ever seen.
It is close to Sophia. University, @nd goe;. bythe name of
“ Cyril & Mithudi Library ” in commemoration of the two great
personalities who created the Bulgarian alphabet. We have to bear
in mind that the Bulgarians wrote in Greek or Latin alphabets
before this innovation.

Cyrille and Methode were brothers from a Greek  father
and Bulgarian mother. Bulgarians still celebrate the memory
of the two scholars on the 14th of May every year. The
day is one of the most important days in Bulgaria on which
students and scholars put on their national costume and take
a prominent part in the ceremony.
1Y
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