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After completing the first part, dedicated to the six articles of faith
(fman), which constitutes almost the entire body of the Hallal al-Tufi's
attention is drawn to the five pillars of is/am. Bul since, as he says, these
are explained in detail in the books of figh, he does no more than offer a
brief summary of the spiritual benefits of each pillar."! As for ihsin,
comprising the third part of the book, al-Tufi focusses on the importance
of sincerity (/kh/as) in the believer's worship and actions, and the
danger of ostentation (riy3) and a survey of some ways of averting it.”
The book then concludes with a chapter on repentance {tawf:a)m and
the duty of invoking blessings on the Prophet ( tas/iva)."” In this way al-
Tafi completes his project of examining the tenets of faith in a
comprehensive manner, having structured his treatise around three
major sections (iman, islamand ihsan), as inspired by the fadith fibril

Notes on the Critical Edition

Diacritical points for the consonants are frequently missing in the
manuscript. Throughout the edition, missing famzais and consonantal dots
are tacitly corrected. In medial positions, Aamzais preferred to ya’(eg. Ll is
written as _PB). Also 4z is tacitly written as las, As for the orthography
of long vowels, </ sL_=* is preferred to <!+, whereas the manuscript
inconsistently uses both. When it comes to the Qur'anic citations, however, it
is =I5+ that is retained in the edition. Likewise o) 2| is preferred to o= 2,
Slu] to F>ews) and -t_a")'u to i, In vowel lengthening, ¥ and waw are
suhstltuted by alif(e.g. _.;e-i is replaced by L~fand 38~ by 1287,

Throughout the edition, Qur'anic references include the name
of the stra, the number of the siara, followed by the verse number. So
for instance, v11/1v ¢! —w ¥ 2, 5w would indicate strat al-1sra’, which is
siira 17, verse 111.

The transliteration of Arabic names f[ollows that of The
Encyelopaedia of Islam Three (E13). Technical terms in Arabic are all
italicised apart from common names (e.g. Qur'an). The f3" marbiita
(i—f &) is rendered 'a’ (e.g. sura), but ‘at’ when in an /dfa construction
(e.g. surat al-Fatiha). Double dates are used in reference to the Hijri
(A.H.) and Common Era (C.E.) calendars (e.g. 716/1316).

(1) Al-Tafi, Ha &, §§ 203-204.
{(2)  ibid., §8 205-207,
(3)  Ibid., §8 200-217.
(4)  Ibid,, §§ 218-221.
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Concerning predestination and human free will, al-Tafi refers to the
views of the Mu'tazila, the Jabriyya and the Ahl al-Sunna, finding the
latter’s position that the human actions are created (makh/iga) by God
and acquired (muktasaba) by man, closest to the meaning of the Qur'an
and the Sunna.”’ Emphasising the role of God in human actions, al-Tufi
further points out that if God were to leave human beings alone with
their wishes, history would not have been any different from what it is;
Misa would still have been an obedient prophet and Pharaoh a
disobedient transgressor, because with His pre-eternal knowledge God
knows everything about humanity, their natural dispositions,
weaknesses and desires.””) In his earlier theological treatise, the Dar’, al-
Tafi also compares divine predestination to a bridge. The flowing water
forces man to walk over the bridge, similarly the circumstances lead
man to act within the determined boundaries of gadar"”

After a long section on angels,” jinn and Satan,”’ al-Tufi concludes
with his exposition of human spirit (ra4) which he defines as a subtle
body (fism latifi."”’ This is then followed by a section on magic (sifir)
which he finds to be relevant to the subtlety, infusion and influence of
the spiritual beings.” The chapter on the Scriptures concludes with a
treatment of the inimitability of the Qur'an.® Similarly the chapter on
the prophets concludes with the prophethood of Muhammad and a short
explanation that prophecy cannot be acquired but is rather a divine gift
granted to particular servants whom God chooses.” A discussion of the
infallibility of the prophets,"” life in the hereafter, resurrection, reward
and punishment, heaven and hell are some of the topics that al-Tafi
subsequently deals with.""! He accepts the vision of God (ru yat Allah) in
heaven as a reality, analysing the main arguments for and against i3

(1) Al-Tafi, Hald, § 107,

(2)  Ibid,§ 108,

(3)  al-Tafi, par, pp. 89,92, 220
(4)  Al-Tufi, Hall3, §§ 110-120.
(5)  Ibid., 5§ 121-134.

(6) ibid.§ 135

(7)  Ibid,, 85 136-145.

(8)  Ibid,, §% 146-152.

(9)  Ibid., 58 153-167.

(10) 1hid., % 168.1-168.2,

(11)  1bid,, 5% 169-196,

(12)  Ibid., 5§ 197-200. See also al-Tih, fshardt, vol. 11, pp. 186-190, 234-237,
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of listing the divine attributes according to this dual categorisation, al-Tufi
does the opposite, taking the ninety-nine names of God (alasma’ al-
husnd) as the basis for his scheme. He treats each name separately,
commenting briefly on the linguistic characteristics, theological
significance and relation to the divine essence.”’ When expounding on the
meaning of each divine name, in addition to the attributes of essence (a/-
dhati) and action (a/-fi7h, al-Tufi includes three other categories of divine
attributes: relational (a/-/dafi), affirmative (a/-thubiti), and negational (a/-
salbi) attributes. The first indicates the attributes that are related to the
divine essence, but do not subsist with it; the second refers to the positive
attributes, such as God being 'pre-eternal’ ( gadim); and the third denotes
the negative attributes, such as God not having a beginning (laysa bi-
hadith) ® Al-Tafi's treatment of the divine attributes concludes with a
statement that every one of them is suitable for emulation by human
beings. So, for instance, God, the Creator, is the Most Merciful (a/-Rahman)
and the Compassionate (a/-Rafhim), thus the worshipper can embody
these attributes by simply being kind and merciful towards His creation,”’
As for the Qur'anic verses attributing 'hand’ (yad - Q 5:64), 'face’
(wajlhh - Q 55:27), and ‘shin’ (s3g - Q 68:42) to God, and the hadiths
referring to God's foot (gadam), finger (Jsbd), etc, al-Tafi neither takes
them literally as anthropomorphic features of God, nor does he interpret
them allegorically. In his view, these attributes are homonymous terms
(alfaz mushtaraka) shared by both God and His creation. There is no
similarity between human essence and God's essence other than both
being identified as existent. Moreover the human hand and God's hand
have nothing in common other than sharing the same name, though their
reality is different!” As he will later conclude in his theological
commentary on the Qur'an which he wrote towards the end of his life, al-
Tafi holds that correct and sound understanding of divine attributes can
be achieved only by establishing a balance between God's transcendence
(tanzih) and His immanence (tashbifi). Putting an emphasis on one over
the other, or denying one while confirming the other, will lead to error.”!

(1) Ibid, §§ 25-104,

{2)  Ihid,§ 105,

(3)  tbid.,§ 106.

(4)  Ibid., § 100.

(5)  Al-Tafi, fskarar, vol. 11, p. 222,
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those issues that | have left out, they are to be found under the
general themes, and can be located in my division of pillars. As
for other issues found in the books of wsd/ al-din, such as
discussions on perception (fasawwur), assent ( tasdig), condition
(sharf), cause (sabab), ratio (ila), and what some discuss
regarding the nature of the galaxy ( majarra), the halo (Aial2), and
the darkness that is in the body of the moon and similar matters,
these are part of philosophy, and for such questions it is more
appropriate to refer to (philosophical) books.

One is tempted to wonder whether al-Tufi's proposed simplification of
theology had anything to do with the dispute that had led to his
imprisonment. It is very likely that he actually aimed to prove his
orthodoxy by composing a creedal text which in its unblemished
plainness would testify to his innocence. It may not be accidental that
the treatise concludes with a chapter on tawba ‘repentance’,”
particularly bearing in mind that it was composed in prison. As indicated
in the colophon of the manuscript, the Halli/was completed on Saturday
evening, 16 Rajab 711 (28 November 1311) in Cairo, and was copied
from the author’s original text by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab b.
Muhammad al-Ansari al-Hanbali in 750/1349.%

In the first part, which also constitutes the main body of the book,
al-Tufi's focus is on the six articles of faith. First of all, according to al-
Tafi, belief (iman) consists of assent (fasdig) of the heart alone; and
confirmation with the tongue is not necessary for the validity of one's
faith. He distinguishes between /madn and Jjs/am, saying that iman is the
internal belief, while /s/am is the external act; /man is the inward of
islam, whereas is/amis the outward of iman"

Al-Tufi speaks of two types of divine attributes: attributes of essence
(dhativya) and attributes of action (#ifiyya). The attributes of essence
subsist (gaima) with the divine essence and exist in unity with it; while
the attributes of action (such as the divine acts of creation, sustenance,
and others) emanate (sddira) from Him and are other than Him.""! Instead

(1) 1bid., §§ 209-220.
(2) 1bid., §223-224.
{(3)  Ibid,, 88 16-17.
(4)  1bid., § 24.
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Dawid al-Sijistani (d. 275/889), is cited: 'Hold fast to the rope of God and
follow right guidance; do not be an innovator, that you may prosper."
The other title of the work, Hallal al-‘ugad fi bayan ahkam al-mu‘tagad
(Untying the Knots in Expounding the Principles of Faith), is also
indicative of al-Tafi's primary aim. Here it is evident that he plays on the
root ‘a-g-d (to make firm), from which the words for knot ( ‘wgda, pl.
‘ugad) and belief (mu'tagad) are both derived. As it appears, for al-Tafj,
the subject of theology has become so 'knotty’ that it needs ‘untying’, and
this is exactly what he sets out to accomplish in his treatise.

Al-Tafi's originality appears particularly in the structure of his
treatise. He developed a tripartite format for examining the tenets of faith,
based on the famous prophetic tradition, known as hadith [ibri] which
describes religion ( ¢in) as comprising three elements, /sfam (submission),
iman (beliel) and fhsan (spiritual excellence) Az Al-Tafi's adoption of this
arrangement to express his theological opinions emerges as an alternative
to the dominant Ash'ari and Maturidi representations of the creed under
the major categories of #ahiyyat (theology), nubuwwdit (prophetology)
and sam iyyat (eschatology). Al-Tufi's intention is made clear towards the

end of the treatise, where he says:”
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This is the conclusion of Hallal al-‘ugad fi [bayan] ahkam al-

mu'tagad (Untying the Knots in [Expounding| the Principles of
Faith). I have erected its pillars and fortified its edifice. As for

4 . § - # = 4
(n ._;mcga;.ﬁ«_},;m an'Sc.U.-J'n;g‘—.J.g‘u.'J.TY;
Abt Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. Sulayman al-Ash‘ath, Jasidar 'Abd Allih b Sulaymin a-Ash'ath, ed,
Mahmiid Muhammad al-Haddad, Riyadh: Dar Tayyiba, 1408/[1987], p. 17.
{2)  Seeal-Bukhari, Sakip, “al-iman” 38; Muslim, Sanik, “al-iman™ 1; Abt Dawad, Sunan, “al-
sunna”™ 17; al-Tirmidhi, Sunsn, “al-iman” 4; al-MNasa'i, Sunan, *al-mawaqit”™ 6, “al-iman wa-
shara'i'ul” 5, Thn Majah, Sunan, “al-mugaddima® 9,
(3)  Al-Tabh, Haldl, § 222,
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All three dictations were completed on 17 Rajab 711 (29 November
1311), in the prison of Rahbat Bab al-Idin Cairo (ff. 87a-87b).

The Hallal (Landberg 752, ff. 3b-34a) and its Thematic Structure

The Hallal is perhaps the only surviving text in which al-Tufi
expounds his theology in a brief and systematic manner. It offers a
meticulous presentation of the articles of faith, unlike his earlier work
Dar’ al-qawl al-gabih bi-I-tahsin wa-I-taghih'" which deals with a
particular theological and philosophical question, namely whether
human intellect has the capacity to universally know and distinguish
good (frusn) from evil (gubh), and the ethical and theological
consequences of this capacity = an important theme carefully discussed
in two distinct Islamic disciplines: systematic theology (ka/am) and legal
theory (usal al-figh). In the Hallal al-Tufi's objective is to provide a brief
and uncomplicated outline of the principles of belief. Thus he writes in
the introduction:”

) LNy sl il Oy s Ndln o o ills iy G
o5 Al by a2 aile sy o edsl iyl At

u_Jquul dolds J! g.!fr"l:"ll E}Jj_g Lgi.-j:g LJ.,L-J-I} :;-JI o
This treatise intends to elucidate religion and its objectives,
and to show the arrangement of its foundations and principles
in a concise and brief manner, and through a method that is
entirely free [rom any incapacity ol expression or impediment.

Let us call it Qudwat al-muhtadin ila magasid al-din (The
Exemplar of the Rightly Guided to the Objectives of Religion).

The title of the work, Qudwat al-muhtadin ild magasid al-din (The
Exemplar of the Rightly Guided to the Objectives of Religion), reveals the
major objective of its author: to furnish his readers with a book of right
guidance in matters of faith. The message seems to have been heard by his
early readers, as indicated by the title page of the manuscript (f. 3a, see
image on p. 26), where the opening verse from the famous gasida of Ab
Bakr b. Abi Dawud (d. 316/928), son of the eminent hadith collector Abi

(1) Ttis also certain that al-Tafi's HalZ was written after his Dar, as there is an explicit
reference to it in the HalE (see § 201),
(2)  AlTafi, Hala,§ 2.
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Hanbali, who wrote out the text from al-Tiifi's own copy." There are a
few ownership statements in the codex, one of the most significant
carrying the name of a certain Mustafa a/-Q)adi bi-Misr (judge of Cairo or
Egypt), which explains the presence of a seal, now illegible, on the same
title page (f. 3a, see image on p. 26). Then come Ahmad b. al-Najjar
al-Hanbali (ff. 3a, 73a, 99a, 118a)"* and Muhammad b. Yahya al-Shahawi
al-Hanafi (ff.3a, 73a, 99a), the ownership of the latter is dated as
1008/1599-1600 (f.99a). The transmission of al-Tafi's works in one
volume together with excerpts from works by Ibn Taymiyya and Ibn
Qayyim al-Jawziyya is of great value for understanding the reception
history of al-Tufi's views as well as Hanbali thought in general.

Other Treatises by al-Tiifi in Landberg 752

Al-Tufi's other treatises preserved in Landberg 752 were also
written during his imprisonment, as indicated by various attestations of
dictation (/mi/i) found in the manuscript. The location is explicitly
specified as a prison in Cairo, Rahbat Bab al- Td

Tafsir sairat Qaf (ff. 34b-47b): al-Tafi completed the dictation of the
work on Sunday evening, 17 Rajab 711 / 29 November 1311 (f. 47b).*

Idih al-bayan ‘an ma'na umm al-Qurian (ff.49b-62b): It was
written on 11 Rajab 711 / 23 November 1311 (f. 62b)."”

Fa'ida yudhkar fihd mi wagaa fi I-Quran min al-a‘dad (ff. 74a-
77b): a list of numerals mentioned in the Qur'an.

Tafsir sdrat al-Qivama (If. 77b-83a).

Imia* ‘ala sarat ‘Amma (f. 83a-87b).

(1) This is explicitly indicated in the end of the text, see Ha'l3., § 224. There is also a short
note on the margins of the MS, see Halli, § 24

(2)  This seems to be the Hanbali schelar Tagi al-Din Ahmad b, al-Najjar al-Hanbali
(d.972/1564).

(3) A commentary on siirat Qaf (Q50). It was published wnder the title Tufslr Suwar J3f a-
Jivama, a-Naba a-nshigay, £-Tardy, ed. " Al Husayn al-Bawwab, Riyadh: Maktabat al-Tawba, 1992,
(4) A commentary on sirat al-Fatiha (Q 1), the latter part of which also includes al-Tafi's
comuments on sivat al-Falaq (0 113) and strat al-Nas (0 114). 1t was edited by ‘Al Husayn al-
Bawwib and published in Majullat a-Bubith -tz 3miyya, 36 (1992-1993), Riyadh, pp. 335-361.
() Acommentary on strat al-Qivama [0 75). It was published under the Hte Tafir Suwar f, 2
Jivama, -Naba', a-lnshigag a-Targ, ed, 'Ali Husayn al-Bawwab, Riyadh: Maktabat al-Tawba, 1992,
(6) A conumentary on siirat al-Naba' (Q 78). It was published under the title Tafeir Suwar
Jaf, adivima, a-Nabd', al-Insnigiy, o-Tarly, ed. "Ali Husayn al-Bawwab, Rivadh: Maktabat al-
Tawba, 1992,
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The fact that some of the items mentioned in the original list are
currently missing from the codex suggests that the collection went
through a re-binding process, leading to the evident omission or removal
of some parts of the original manuscript, and the insertion of various
excerpts from a number of other texts. This supposition is further
supported by the fact that although the board covers of the present
manuscript are of oriental origin, the spine and the corners, as well as
the style of the binding, are all western. Similarly, the leather used for
the covering of the boards is different from that of the spine and
corners.”) The upper cover bears a circular motif placed in the centre
and incorporates decorative frames and borders, while the lower cover,
made of lighter-coloured leather, carries a gilded almond-shaped
medallion (mandorla) filled with interlaced patterns. The form of the
binding thus indicates strongly that the two covers originated from two
different books and were re-used for the binding of the surviving
manuscript, The ‘hollowback’ style of the current binding points to a
western origin, for (as explained by Adam Gacek), Arab, Iranian and
Turkish bindings, unlike western ones, are ‘roundback’ (i.e. the spine is
always stuck to the backs of the quires, looking flat), and are never
‘hollowback’.”!

What further proves that the current codex underwent a later
restoration is thal some of its missing parts are to be found at the Dar al-
Kutub library in Cairo. These include the text of al-Tufi's Nihayat al-sal fi
ilm al-usil™ and excerpts from an otherwise unknown work entitled a/-
Mashra® al-asfi £ khtisar al-mustasfi'  following the sequence
mentioned by the list of contents in the original codex. Similarly, the
handwriting of the Cairo manuscript is identical to the rest of the Berlin
codex.

The copyist of al-Tafi's treatises included in the collection is a
certain Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Wahhab b. Muhammad al-Ansari al-

(1) For more on different types of bookbinding and bookcovers as well as their
distingnishing characteristics and their origin, see Adam Gacek, Aravic Manuseripts: A
Vademerurm for Readers, Leiden: Brill, 2009, pp. 22-33,

(2)  Ihid.,p. 25,

(3)  MS, Dar al-Kutub, Usal Taymiir no, 179, pp, 1-16. A work in usi a-figh, dealing with the
status of the Qur'an and the Sunna, and the importance of the latter in the interpretation of
the former, and other similar matters.

(4) MS, Dar al-Kutub, Usal Taymiw no. 179, pp. 17-19.
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The following is a full list of contents of the codex Landberg 752 as
it stands today:

(1) Hallal al-‘ugad fi ahkam al-mu‘tagad or Qudwat al-muhtadin ila
magasid al-din by al-Tufi (ff. 3b-34a).

(2) Tafsir sarat Qar by al-Tufi (ff. 34b-47h).

(3) [Idah al-bayan ‘an ma'na wmm al-Qur’an by al-Tufi (f. 49b-62b).

(4) Various legal opinions by Ibn Taymiyya ([f. 63a-69b).

(5) Anexcerpt from lgtibas al-anwar min kamaim al-azharby Abu l-Qasim
b. Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Shafi al-Qurashi (ff. 70a-71a). This section has
a different handwriting than most of the other parts of the codex.

(6) A collection of anecdotes in praise of Ahmad b. Hanbal (ff. 72a-72hb).
Neither the author nor the book is mentioned, Again, the handwriting
suggests that this part of the codex was written by a different scribe.

(7) Fa'ida yudhkar fiha ma wagaa fi I-Quran min al-a‘dad by al-Tufi
(ff. 74a-77h).

(8) Tafsirsaratal-@ivamaby al-Tufi (ff. 77b-83a).

(9) Tafsirsirat Amma by al-Tufi (ff. 83a-87b).

(10) Excerpts from Ibn Qayyim al-lJawziyya's /fam al-muwaqqiin ‘an
Rabb al-alamin (ff. 88a-98b).

(11) Fas! ff igd“al-‘ugad al-muharrama by Ibn Taymiyya (ff. 99a-107b).

(12) Qa'ida 7 ‘tibar al-niyya fi I-nikah by 1bn Taymiyya (ff. 108b-110b).

(13) Anecdotes and verses (f. 111a). Again, a different handwriting may
be noticed.

(14) An excerpt from Hazz a‘taf al-alim al-habr fi najasat al-khamr by
Abu I-Qasim b. Muhammad b. 'Umar al-Tamimi, known as [bn Ward
(d.540/1146), an Andalusian legal scholar (ff. 111b-113b).

(15) Poetry and excerpts from hadiths (on medical treatment, healing,
acceptance of prayers, etc.) and various other short texts (ff. 113b-
120b, but the folios 117b-118a are empty).
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(Ahlwardt 1795), containing the text of the Hallal is a majmia’
(collection) which consists of 120 folios. In addition to other short
treatises written by al-Tafj, it includes excerpts from works authored by
Ahmad b. Hanbal (d.241/855), Ibn Taymiyya and lbn Qayyim al-
Jawziyya, as well as an excerpt from a Zaydi work by Abu I-Qasim b.
Ibrahim b. 'Abd al-Shafi al-Qurashi (ff. 70a-71a) and a treatise by an
Andalusian legal scholar, Abua 1-Qasim b. Muhammad b. "Umar al-Tamimi
(d. 540/1146), known as |bn Ward (ff. 111b-113b).

The cover page of the codex (I. 2a, see image on p. 25) provides a
list of books that had been initially present in the collection, some of
which, as noted below, are now missing. The list includes:

(1) Qudwat al-muhtadin il magasid al-din"’

(2) Tafsirsirat Qaf

(3) PBayan mai waga'a ff I-Quran min al-a'dad.

(4) Tafsir sdrat al-Qivama.

(5) Tafsirsirat ‘Amma.

(6) Al-Radd ‘ali I-Zanadiga wa-I-fahmiyya (missing in the codex).

(7) Nihayat al-sal ff ‘ilm al-usid/ (missing).

(8) Al-Mashra®al-asfd i khtisar al-mustasfi (missing).

(9) Manazil al-sa‘irin li-I- allama al-Harawi (missing).

(10) Al-"Mlal allati tadkhulu magamat al-muridin (missing).

(11) /dah al-bayan ‘an ma‘na umm al-Quran.

(12) Sharh qawilifi ‘alayhi I-salam Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa-
ald Al Muhammad kama sallayta ‘ald Ibrahim wa-ala Al lbrahim.

(13) Talim al-anam bi-ta'bir al-manim (missing).

(14) LutfAllah bi-I-‘thad i I-hidaya wa-I-irshad (missing).

(15) Takhmis al-burda li-1bn-al-Sayigh (missing).

(16) /'lam al-muwagqqgi'in an Rabb al-'dlamin.

(17) Fga‘al-‘uqid al-muharrama,

(18) /'tibar al-niyya fi I-nikah.

(19) Masa’il jalila li-1-"allama al-Tamimi.

(20) Qa‘ida li-ba'd al-muta’akhichirin tata‘allagu bi-I-ma‘diam (missing).

pp. 347-348. See also Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der Arabizchen Litteratur, Suppiement, Leiden;
Brill, 1949, vol. Il, p. 132. Curiously, al-Tafi's Far’ al-qaw. al-qabih also exists in a single
Imaniscript, $l‘.1'1id Ali Paga 2315, In the Sii]eymau!ye |i|:|m|j-', Istanbul. See Aymat M.
Shiliadeh's introduction to his edition of D £ gaw! al-gabih, p. 56,

(1) le the Hili.
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Taltg ‘ala Fanajil wa-l-ta'llg ‘ala FHawrah wa-ala ghayriha min kutub
al-anbiya;" and a theological commentary on the Qurian, al-/sharit
al-ildhivya i#a l-mabihith al-usiliyya® thus establishing himself as the
first Muslim theologian who produced commentaries on both Muslim and
Christian scriptures. Al-Tafi also commented on al-Nawawr's Arba‘in,"”
made an abridgment of al-Tirmidht's (d. 297/892) Jami" and composed
a number of works on Arabic language and poetry.”’ As a legal scholar
al-Tafi shows considerable originality, particularly in the Sharh mukhtasar
al-rawda® his largest work on the hermeneutics of Islamic jurisprudence
(usdl al-figh).”" Al-Tafi is widely known today for his unusual concept of
maslaha (public interest), which made him especially famous among
twentieth-century Muslim scholars, particularly Rashid Rida who
published the text in support of his own reformist position.™ Al-Tafi's
notion of public interest continues to attract scholarly attention.”

Description of the Berlin Codex: Landberg 752
Al-Tufi's theological treatise, the fa/ld] is preserved in a single
manuscript copy in Berlin’s Staatsbibliothek."” The codex Landberg 752

(1) ALTS Ty "aid landfi wa-l-ra'lig a3 Fraweah wa'ad ghayrihd min katub al-anbivd’, ed.
Demiri, in Mus!im Exegesis of the Bible in Medfeval Caira,

(2)  A-lshirar a-iFhivwa i3 Smacdbith a-usilivea, ed. Abi “Asim Hasan b. ‘Abbas b. Outh,
Cairo: al-Farig al-Haditha li-1-Tiba'a wa-1-Nashr, 2002, 3 vols,

(3)  Kirdb abrdyin foshach 2-arodin, ed. Ahmad Haji Mobammad 'Uthman, Beirut;
Mu'assasat al-Rayyan and Mecca: al-Maktaba al-Makkiya, 1998,

(4)  Mukntaser 2-Tirmidni, MS, Cairo: Dar al-Kutub, no. 487, 2 vols,

(5)  Such as his Mawd'id o -hays fi fawd'id Inee” a-Javz, ed. Mustafa 'Ulayyan, Amman: Dar al-
Bashir, 1994,

(6)  Sharh mukhtasar a-rawda, ed. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, Beirut: Mu‘assasat
al-Risala, 1987-1989, 3 vols,

(7)  See Wael B. Hallaq, *Ust. &-Figh Beyond Tradition”, Journal of [slamic Studies, 5 (1992),
p: 194; Wael B. Hallaq, A History of Isiamic Legal Theories: An Introduction to Sunni usdl al-figh,
Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997, pp. 128-129, 150-153.

(8)  Malcolm H. Kerr, &slamic Reform: The Pelitical and Legal Theories of Mubammad 'Abdub and
Rashid Ricd, Berkeley/Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1966, pp. 55-56, 81-83, 97-
102, 158, 207,

(9)  Fora list of modern studies on al-Tal's understanding of masiaha, see Demird, Muslim
Exeqesiz of the Bible in Medieva Cafre, pp. 21423, One of the most recent publications is Felicitas
Opwis, Musiaba and the Purpose of the Law: Islamic Discourse on the Lega. Change from the 4th/10th
tosth/14th Century, Leiden/Boston: Brill, 2010, pp. 200-246.

(10) A full description of the manuscript is found in Wilhelm Ahlwardt, Verzeichriss der
arabischen Handschriften der Kdniglichen Bitliothek zu Berlin, Berlin: A, Asher & Co., 1889, vol. 11,
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fellow Hanbalites, a claim that he categorically denied. As suggested by a
recent study, the incident which arose between al-Tafi and the chief
judge seems to have involved professional rivalry and personal
disagreements, rather than theological convictions."’ Regardless of the
real motive behind the dispute, however, it was during his days at the
Cairene prison known as Rahbat Bab al'ld that al-Tufi wrote his
theological treatise, the /a//lal and a number of other short treatises, all
of which are preserved in the aforementioned codex in Berlin's
Staatsbibliothek. After being expelled from Cairo, al-Tufi settled first in
Pumyat (Damietta) and subsequently moved to Qus in Upper Egypt. In
714/1315, he went on pilgrimage, spending the year in the Hijaz, and
died in al-Khalil (Hebron) in Rajab 716 / September-October 1316.%
Al-Tuft's writings manifest considerable creativity and originality as
well as great erudition. From among the more than fifty works attributed
to him nineteen have survived, of which thirteen have been published."”
While he is better known for his writings in the field of legal theory (usid/
al-figh), he also ventured into a number of other disciplines. Hence we
find him writing on argumentation and dialectics (jadal), ‘Alam al-jadhal fi
‘ilm al-jadat™ also composing a theological treatise in the ka/am tradition
known as Dar’ al-gawi! al-gabif bi-I-tahsin wa-I-taghip”) and also an
apology for Islam, alIntisirit al-islimivya fi kashf al-shubah al-
nasraniyya, which refutes a work of anti-Muslim polemic by an
anonymous Christian author;* a critical commentary on the Bible, a/-
(1} See Lejla Demiri, Musiim Exeqesis of the Bible in Medieval Cafroe Nujm o-Din €-Tuf's
(4. 716/1318) Commentary an the Christian Scriptures. A Criticad Edition and Anrotared Translation
with an Introduction, Leiden: Brill, 2013, pp. 8-15.
(2} For a detailed account of al-Tiifi’s life and his scholarly contribution, see Demird,
Muslim Exegesis of the Bible ir Medieval Cairo, pp. 3-28,
(3)  For a full list of al-Tifi"s works, see Demiri, Mus{m Exeqesiz of the Bible in Medieval Cairg,
PP 529-535,
(4) Al ajadha 0w aljad 2, ed. Wolthart Heinrichs, Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1987.
(5) Do wlgawl agasih bi-ltahsin wa--tagbih, ed. Ayman M. Shihadeh, Riyadh: Markaz al-
Malik Faysal fi l-Bubiith wa-1-Dirasat al Islamiyya, 2005,
{(6)  Al-lntizinat o~ 3rfyva [ kazhfal-shutah o-nasrarivva, éd. Salim b, Muliammad al-Qarni,
Riyadh: Maktabat al-'Ubaykan, 1999, 2 vols. For more on this lost Chiristian polemic entitled
p-2ayf a-mureaf i =radd 'al3 “Mushaf (The Whetted Sword in Refutation of the Scripture) and
the identity of its author (possibly al-Mu'taman Ihn al- Assal, a thirteenth-century Coptic
scholar from the prominent “Assal family, or some other learned Christian of Coptic circles),
see Dermird, Muzlim Exegesis of the Fible in Medieval Caire, pp. 37-42; see also Lejla Demird, "al-
Sayf al-Murhaf™, in Christian-Musim Kelations: A Bivliographical History, Volume 4 (1200-1350), eds.
David Thomas and Alex Mallett, Leiden: Brill, 2012, pp. 662-665,




INTRODUCTION

Al-Tiifi and His Work

The present study comprises a critical edition of Hallal al-‘ugad 7
baydn ahkam al-mu'tagad (Untying the Knots in Expounding the
Principles of Faith), also known as Qudwat al-muhitadin ila magasid al-
din (The Exemplar of the Rightly Guided to the Objectives of Religion),"
an early fourteenth-century theological treatise, which - to the best of
our knowledge - survives only in a single manuscript: Landberg 752
(ff. 3b-34a), housed in the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin. Its author, Najm al-
Din al-Tafi (d.716/1316), along with such figures as Ibn 'Agil
(d.513/1119), Ibn Taymiyya (d.728/1328), and Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyya (d.751/1350), is considered a key figure in the redefinition
and transformation of Hanbali thought in the Mamluk period.”’

Born in a village called Tufa, a district of Sarsar, near Baghdad
(after 670/1271), Abl I-Rabl’ Najm al-Din Sulayman b. 'Abd al-Qaw1 b.
'Abd al-Karim b. Sa'id al-Tufi al-Sarsari al-Baghdadi received his early
education in his home village, then in Sarsar, Baghdad and ultimately
Damascus where he met, among others, Ibn Taymiyya and attended his
study circles. In 705/1306, al-Tufi settled in Cairo, teaching at the
Mansariyya and the Nasiriyya Madrasas, both administered by Sa'd al-
Din Mas'td al-Harithi al-Baghdadi (d. 711/1312), the Hanbalite chiefl
judge who also appears as one of al-Tufi's teachers in Cairo. Alter falling
into a disagreement with his teacher, the chief judge, in 711/1311, al-
Tufi was subjected to a series of correctional punishments (#a'dib),
including a period of imprisonment. Like his contemporary lbn
Taymiyya, to whom he refers occasionally in his works, al-Tufi was
imprisoned and banned from teaching due to his allegedly unorthodox
views. Al-Tufl was further accused of Shi'l leanings by his contemporary

(1) Further references to the treatise will be cited as ‘the Halla",
(2)  See George Makdisl, lon "Agiler [a pdsurgence de Uslam traditionaliste au X Sidele (W sidele
de [Hégire), Damascus: Institut Frangais de Damas, 1963.
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