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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE
MERCIFUL THE MOST GRACIOUS

A General Report omn KITAB AL-AMWAL, THE BOOK OF
FINARCE, BY ABU JA'FAR AHMAD BIN NASR AL DAWOODI DIED
IN 402 H.

The contemporary generation together with the few
generations who lived in the last era of the Cttoman
Empire.. The Islamic-Empire were not able to see a state
with the full application of Islamic rules and ordinances,
but they were able tofiii remainder of @ state with the
least minimum application of these rules and ordinances.
Therefore, it would be quite difficult for any muslim
to perceive the clear picture of the Islamic government
in a situation where ail rul es are borrowed from the
Democratic Societies, and needless to say that the Is-
lamic state was put to an end by the collaboration of
all super powers of the world in 1924. Hether to the
decomcratic rules were imposed on the countries of the
Islamic world by the aid of arils, deception and trea-
chery.

The other difficulty which the scholar would face

when talking about the Islamic Government and the
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application of the Islamic rules and ordinances lies
in the fact that our minds are still enchanted by the
western culture. This culture has been and is still
the wegpon that could put an end to the Islamic call
and stop it ferociously.

Today, the Islamic nation is congidered void of
Islamic thoughts and consequently void of the produc-
tive way of thinking especially the present generation
of the permanent load of the Islamic wave. This case
would naturally shed light on the Musglim's poverty
despite their weslth and the availability of the wedthy
natural resources in their countries.

The Muslims of today have been thoroughly migled
by the political thoughts which are related to the rule
of the government and the thoughts which are related to
economics. These thoughts which have made muslims
suffer a lot have been unfortunately accepted by Mus-
lims and at the same time have been enforced by the
West on the mulgims to deal with their daily life sgitu-
ations.

Beside that, the spiteful west which was the sour-

ce of the crusades against the Iglamic world, has spread
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a slauder among the muslims that ‘Islam as a regime does
not have to do with economics or any economical solutions
or legislations and so the muslims would be obliged in
this case to gtick to what is imposed on them by the
West since it is not contradicting with religion.

This claim and these slauders have spread during
the time of the Islamic uprisal which called for the
thorough &ppliaatiun of islam especially its economical
side.

It is worth mentioning here that the monetary re-
gearch and studies were part of Islamic legislations
during the first prosperous era of Islam.

However, there has not been any specialized com-
prehensive monetary research until the end of the second
century of Hijra when Abu Ubeid Bin Al Qasim ( died
224 H) wrote a book on Finance called it THE BOOK OF
FINANCE, This book followed the same path and approach
of the sunnat books and their elaboration.In 402 H an-
other book written by Abu Ja'far Bin Nasr Al Dawoodi
and called THE BOOK OF FINANCE. This book is verily an
authentic work in finagneigl Jurisprudence and its leg-

islation. Neverthelegs, the Pages of the original ver-
sions of this book were in disorder and moreover, they
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were migplaced in many books. So the researcher could
not have done any thing about it until the appenrancl-
of indices of modern libraries when some other versions
were located.

For the sake of the importance of this book in
its time and in our time, the researcher is going to
apply the Islamic Law. I have collected its versions
for exemination and verification.

In addition to the above mentioned reasons, the
following reasons are of great concern to me while
studying this book.
1= It is quite observed that most of peoples dis-

putes and misunderstanding happen because of

financial facters. Therefore there is an urgent
need for books specializing in Financial legisla-
tion and law.

2~ The book of this study has been considered missing
for a long period of time. This fact has encourag-
ed me to choose it for its historical and cultural
importance.

F= It is considered a book specialized in jurispru-

dence as well as a boock of Sunnat.
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The Iglamic tendency to apply islamic principles
needs the readiness of the material necessary

for this action.

This book has tackled some of the contemporary
intricate financial problems such as the problem
of poverty and wealth distribution which has divi-
ded the world into two superpowers the cgpitalist
world and the communigt world. This book has in-
troduced a thorough conceptuaslization of sznd an
effective solution to this problenm,

The book investigated the issue of land property
and stated that land is owned by exploitation and
production. Whoever farmis a given land owns it
and whoever fails to farm it, loses it. This so-
lution would be sought the best when compared with
the solutions introduced by the Capitalist and
Communist principles.

The book poimted to the programmes of economical
progress as related to sources of money. These
programmes indicate that such progress means
drawing water to the land in order to reclaim it

and then farm itlaftur which it can be owned by
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people. As for paying the land tax, the amount
paid usually depends on its production and the
quality of production. After this, whoever does
not exploit the land well loges hig right in its
property.
To refute the wrong believe that Islam has noth-
ing to do with the practical solutions of every
day life situations.
Before verifying this book I tried to find more
than one version. I was able to find two versions
only, one is an original version and is kept in
Scorbzl Library. There is a copy of this version
and is kept in the Institution of Mapuscripts in
Cairo. This same version falls in thirty four
papers i.e. sixty eight pages. It's history of
dictation is unknown and its last section which has
the title of "Endowment and What is given to In-
vaders", is missing.
The second version of this work is kept in the
Cupboard of MHanuscripts of West Arabian which was
written in 677 H. There is one of its copies kept
in the institution of Manuscripts in Cgiro. This
copy falls in eighty five paper i.e. one huhdred

seventy pages. Fach page contains almost nineteen
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lines. It was written in a clear Andalusion

hand writing. The ending of this version is

entitled "NEEDS, POVERTY AND WEALTH". The rest

of this subject is missing.

This study is outlined to contain the following:

- An Introduction.

- Two Sections on the subject of the study.

- The summary.

As for the introduction, it contains the following
components: -

- The reason of the study.

- The importance of studying this book in particﬁlar.
- The method of research and verification.

As for the first section of this study, it falls
in a prelude and four chapters. In the prelude I included
an over view of the political, social and scientific
aspects of the age in which the author lived. The first
chapter introduces the name of the author and his nick-
name.

The second chapter talles about his birth and how
he was brought up.

The third chapter has three subjects:

The First: The author's academic bibliography.
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The Second : The author's scientific works.

The Third : His death.

The Fourth chapter has three subjects:

- The First talks about the importance of Kitab
Al - Amwal, the subject of this study among
all other books of that age.

- The Second talks about the importance of this
book for the contemporary research in economy
and finance.

- The Third includes the study and verification
of Kitab Al Amwal.

In the second section of this study I examined
and verified this work by comparing the available
versions with each other trying to verify the script,
extracting. = * The Prophet's teachings (Hadiths ) and
Verses it has, mentioning the mumbers of the available
Quranic verses and correcting the spelling migtakes.
Tn addition, I included the different points of view
the scientists had over this book with the supported
evidence for each point of view trying to reach a de-
cigion sbout the best point of view in the light of

the strongest evidence. I tried to confine my research
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to study.-: the controvertiasl cases s0 as to maintain

the validity of this book.

I concluded my research by mentioning the most

advantageous results which were the following:-

1=

The book presents a total configuration of the
finance of the Islamic State. This configuration
includes revenues, expenditures and the account-
ing system of the public wealth.

The book presents the economical crisis which are
the crisis of poverty and its clarifies its

cause which is the inability of man to satisfy

" his basic needs snd the distribution of wealth.

He has suggested a perfect solution for this
crisis.I have compared this with solutions
suggested in Capitalism and Communism which are
invalid and unreliable.

The Book brings about the best solution for a
major problem of economy and that is the problem
of drought and the non exploitation of the farm
land by clarifying how the land should.be owned.
The Book discusses working in the farm land after

suggesting a solution to its property. It emphasizes
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the fact that the land is for the one who can
farm it and exploit it. So whoever does not

farm it, does not have the right to own it.

This principle would defeat drought and the
expansion of desert and it would finally lead to
self sufficiency in the Islamic world. For this
reason, many studies under various subjects have
appeared lately some of these are:

- Economical Security,

- Food security and so on.

The Book also presents a comprehensive cﬁgﬂ%gu-
ration for the accounting system as related to
general wealth in the Eglamic State so as to
control the revemues, expenditure for the sake
of maintaining a well balanced budget for the
fipance of the Islamic State.

The Book emphasizes the issue of productivity
in economy. This issue is one of the basic prin-
ciples that control the good tax as put forward
by Adem Swith in addition to justice and suit-
ability. Productivity means to have a reasonable

estimation for the quantity of taxes obtained on
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the products in the light of financial manage-

went expenses and outcomle. Otherwise its impn-

sition ( tax imposition ) would be a non pro-
ductive procedure from the finanecial point of
view for the state.

These are the most important findings that
T have come across throughout studying the BOOK OF
FINANCE.

Finally, I have concluded my work by adding
some indices, maps that show the places the Book
hag mentioned as well as the index which indicates
the location of subjects in this Book. This is my
effort which I ccnsiaer humble. If I have got it
right it is from Allah, and if I have got it wroxg,

it is from me hoping mercy from Allah the Almighty.

ADNAN AHMAD SMADI




